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Trump threatens

nuclear

by our Arab Affairs correspondent

THE BARELY OBSERVED cease-fire in the
Persian Gulf ended last week in an exchange of
missiles between Iran and the United States. US
forces bombed Larak island in the Strait of Hor-
muz and Iran retaliated by launching missiles at
American warplanes stationed in Jordan. Iran’s
Islamic Revolution Guard Corps says they’ve
dealt a “decisive” blow to a terrorist gang, linked
to the United States and Israel, in the southern
Sistan & Baluchestan province that borders Paki-
stan, killing one and capturing six others. And the
Americans say they won’t return to talks unless
Tehran stops attacking commercial ships passing
through the Strait of Hormuz amid reports that
Trump is considering using nukes against the Is-

lamic Republic.

Last week the United
States stepped up its blockade
against Iran with a new cam-
paign aimed at cutting Iran’s
remaining financial lifelines.
Dubbed “Operation Econom-
ic Outcast” any country doing
business with Iran now risks
being cut off from the Ameri-
can financial system.

But the Iranians think time
is on their side. US diesel pric-
es hit a record high last week
as higher crude oil prices
drove up the cost of fuel that
underpins much of the Ameri-
can economy — now top of the
opposition Democrats agenda
in the run-up to the mid-term
elections in November.

Trump’s Republican par-
ty is expecting a hammering
in the November polls and
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a lame-duck president will
strengthen the hand of Iran at
the negotiating table when the
peace talks eventually resume.

Meanwhile Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping raised a four-
point proposal on building a
new security architecture in
the Middle East during talks
with Egyptian President Ab-
del Fattah El-Sisi in Cairo last
week.

In his talks with the Egyp-
tian leader Xi said China sup-
ports countries in the region
in developing good-neighbor-
ly and friendly relations and
outlined the Chinese plan for
common, comprehensive, co-
operative and sustainable se-
curity in the region.

In the meantime the war
goes on with a continuing
double-blockade that has cut
marine oil exports from the
oil-rich Arab Gulf states to a
trickle while Israel steps up its
attacks on Arabs in Lebanon,
Syria and the occupied West
Bank to boost the chances of
the hard-line Zionist parties in
the run-up to their own general
election next month.

In the Pentagon military
leaders have warned Trump’s
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Anti-Trump protest in the US.

“Minister of War”, Pete Heg-
seth, against escalation which,
they say, would endanger US
bases in other parts of the
globe. But others fear Trump
is actually thinking of nuking
Iran regardless of the conse-
quences.

Though Trump has pub-
licly ruled out an American
nuclear attack on Iran there
are persistant reports that the
White House is considering
“credible, rational nuclear op-
tions” to end the impasse with
the Islamic Republic over con-
trol of the Persian Gulf.

Tucker Carlson, the well-
known American journalist
and media pundit that was
once a staunch supporter of
Donald Trump, now says that
his former idol should be re-
moved from office if he is con-
templating using nukes against
Iran.

“The second any president
actively considers the first use
of nuclear weapons, that per-
son should be removed from
office immediately, because
that’s got to be the red line, de-
stroying all of humanity with a

would even tolerate that kind
of talk from any of his sub-

nuclear strike,” Carlson said.
“Why isn’t there an attempt to
remove him from office, like, ordinates or employees is by
immediately? Anyone who definition unfit”.

This week’s donations came to £530 thanks to the Din-
nington supporter who sent in £200, the Chigwell comrade
who gave us £75, the East Anglian supporter who sent in a
score and the members of the Metropolitan Cell & Support-
ers group that raised £36 at their meeting last weekend. We
missed our target by a whisker — the grand total for August
came to £3,419 — just £81 short of our target for the month.
Let’s see what we can do in September.

The spirit of rebellion is once again sweeping through the
heartlands of imperialism. Working people are challenging
bourgeois mind control that wants to restrict public debate to
law and order, immigration, inflation and whatever imperial-
ist wars are going at the moment.

The New Worker is something different. We support the
national liberation movements. We fight for peace and so-
cialism. Something the bourgeois and social-democratic pol-
iticians never talk about. We know there’s an answer to the
crisis of end-game capitalism — and that’s socialism. Help us
put it back on the workers’ agenda by supporting the New
Worker!

Our future depends on you. All donations, big or small,
count. Please send them to: New Worker Fund, PO Box 73,
London SW11 2PQ. Cheques and postal orders should be
made payable to the ‘New Worker’.

To save a stamp you can also use your credit or debit card
to send contributions here:

http://newworker.org/ncpcentral/fightingfund.html
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Goodbye and
good riddance

IF STARMER had hoped to upstage Andy Burn-
ham by resigning on the day Parliament re-opened
he was clearly disappointed by the indifference on
the street to his long-overdue departure from the po-
litical arena. No-one will miss him least of all the
media gurus whose only focus was to fire specula-
tion on who will take his seat at the by-election to
choose his successor in the London Holborn & St
Pancras constituency.

In years gone by retiring prime ministers could
look forward to becoming an elder statesman on
the Commons back-benches or the House of Lords
ready to give advice to the government of the day
as and when needed. A house in town and a place
in the country, a few servants (usually referred to as
“staft” these days), a social life that revolved around
chosen clubs and charities and time to write those
unread memoirs that stack the biography shelves of
our major libraries —that was their reward for a life-
time of service to the ruling class in those days.
Some, like Theresa May and David Cameron, will
still settle for a peerage and the trimmings that go
with it. But nowadays a second life in the House of
Lords is not anywhere near enough for dumped poli-
ticians who lust after the vulgar and ostentatious life
of the billionaires and oligarchs they once served.
People like Tony Blair — the former premier who
sees no shame in acting as a well-paid run-around
for Trump and Netanyahu. Others, who are not so
lucky, have to get by on what they can make on the
American speaking-tour circuit while the likes of
Boris Johnson and Liz Truss keep up appearances
by filling the columns of the mainstream papers
of the English-speaking world with their vacuous
thoughts on the issues of the day.

Sir Keir Starmer is more ambitious, He says he
wants to focus on new work on “international af-
fairs”. Some say he thinks he’s in the running to be
the new secretary-general of NATO — a post that
1s traditionally held by a European politician. Well
we’ll see what happens.

In the meantime the battle to take his seat in the
House of Commons has begun. Zack Polanski has
already thrown his hat into the ring. The Green
leader, one of the three members of his bloc on the
Greater London Assembly, has long wanted a par-
liamentary seat in the capital. He’s got the backing
of Andrew Feinstein, the independent Corbynista
who came a distant second to Labour in the constit-
uency at the last general election. The Greens came
third but Starmer held the seat with a comfortable
majority at the 2024 poll. Whether Polanski can
overturn Labour’s majority this time round remains
to be seen. A lot depends on who Labour chooses to
defend it.

More lies from the BBC

RESCUE operations are
racing against the clock to
save lives in Nepal follow-
ing last week’s deadly flash
floods that have claimed the
lives of over 1,200 people
while more than 4,200 re-
main missing in the region.
In China rescue teams are
pushing deep into the hit
areas in Gyirong County in
the autonomous region of
Xizang, the modern name
for Tibet, to open paths and
clear blocked roads.

Disaster updates are be-
ing broadcast live by official
channels. Livelihood support
task forces are fully engaged
in sheltering residents made
homeless by the catastrophic
flashfloods that have swept
away homes, roads and
bridges and cut off entire
communities. The last thing
in the world we need at these
moments of life and death is
the BBC manufacturing ‘sec-
ondary disasters’.

Yet at this critical junc-
ture when everyone is pull-
ing together to race against
time and save lives, the BBC
has pulled a despicable stunt,
spreading the sheer fabri-
cation that relevant footage
of the accident “isn’t being
shown in China” and that
“people in China will not
know very much about what
is happening” in the region
right now.

This blatant distortion
of the truth instantly ignited
outrage all over the world.
Netizens inside China shared
comprehensive domestic me-
dia reports on the disaster;

they pointed out that even
other outlets like CNN were
picking up these Chinese me-
dia reports, while some not-
ed that the BBC itself was
citing them. Others dug up a
history of BBC fabrications
during past events, like the
Beijing Winter Olympics,
that exposed its fear of letting
the world see the real China.
They called for the resigna-
tion of the journalists behind
the false reporting and coined
a nickname — “BBC impar-
tial” for fake news. Dripping
with sarcasm, this name im-
mediately went viral across
social media.

global fury

The global fury directed
at the BBC is no accident;
the world has long suffered
enough from its antics. Poll-
ing data from the renowned
research firm YouGov shows
that over 70 per cent of the
British public believes that
the UK media regularly pub-
lishes false or misleading
information, with younger
demographics exhibiting the
highest levels of dissatisfac-
tion with the BBC’s biased
reporting. Hashtags call-
ing on people to boycott the
BBC have surpassed one bil-
lion views on social media,
prompting netizens to mock
it as the “Biased Broadcast-
ing Corporation”.

Looking back at the
BBC’s long track record of
malpractice in its China cov-
erage — including inventing
lies of “forced labour” in

the autonomous region of
Xinjiang, maliciously ed-
iting and taking interviews
out of context and slathering
its China-related stories in
gloomy, desaturated filters --
the broadcaster has practical-
ly etched anti-China bias into
its journalistic DNA. As its
credibility continues to drain
away, it is rapidly turning it
into a public nuisance loathed
and despised by everyone.

For a long time, certain
Western media outlets rep-
resented by the BBC have
thought that they held the
monopoly on public opin-
ion, believing they could turn
black into white, do whatev-
er they want and rest assured
that no-one would ever dare
speak truth to power.

Times, however, have
changed. Information is no
longer monopolised by the
BBC. The Chinese media is
reaching the global stage,
Chinese voices are increas-
ingly heard worldwide, and
foreign friends travelling,
studying or working in China
are spontaneously stepping
up as “rumour crushers”.

Even though the BBC
continues to churn out lies
and falsehoods, its malicious
intentions are finding it in-
creasingly difficult to suc-
ceed. BBC, feel free to keep
your new nickname, “BBC
impartial”. At moments of
life and death, nobody needs
you to manufacture bogus
“secondary disasters” with
your keyboard.

Global Times
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Workers
Notes

ON MONDAY, the Not-
ting Hill Carnival cele-
brated its 60th anniver-
sary, with hundreds of
thousands of people flock-
ing to the iconic London
neighbourhood to enjoy
the traditional and colour-
ful parade of floats.

The Notting Hill Car-
nival is one of the world’s
largest street festivals and
a major celebration of Car-
ibbean culture in London.
Held annually during the
August bank holiday week-
end, it traces its roots to the
postwar arrival of Caribbe-
an migrants, many of whom
settled in Notting Hill and
faced widespread racism,
discrimination and vio-
lence.

The carnival emerged
from efforts to strengthen
community solidarity fol-
lowing the racial tensions
and riots that affected the
area in the late 1950s. A key
precursor was the indoor
Caribbean Carnival organ-
ized in London in 1959 by
Trinidadian-born  activist
Claudia Jones, founder and
editor of the West Indian
Gazette. The event promot-
ed Caribbean culture and
unity in the aftermath of ra-
cial unrest.

The modern street car-
nival developed in 1966,
when community activist
Rhaune Laslett organised
a multicultural festival in
Notting Hill and invited
Trinidadian musician Rus-
sell Henderson and his steel
band, prompting a sponta-
neous procession through
the streets.

Over subsequent dec-
ades, the carnival developed
into a major expression of
Caribbean heritage, fea-
turing elaborate masquer-
ade costumes, steel bands,
calypso, soca, reggae and
sound systems as well as
Caribbean food and dance.

It has retained its histor-
ical association with cultur-
al identity, resistance and
community while becoming
a central event in London’s
multicultural calendar, at-
tracting around two million
visitors over the holiday

Thousands gather for
Notting Hill parade
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weekend.

In recent years, this mas-
sive influx has forced the
police to deploy about 7,000
officers to increase security
during the event. Some 242
arrests were made on Sun-
day and 394 on Monday.
Offences included drug pos-
session and supply, assaults,
weapons possession, sex
offences and public order
offences.

Telesur

Gotcha! How
the BBC
peddles bogus
Russia threat...

LAST WEEK the BBC
ran a major story drum-
ming up the alleged Russia
threat and supposed loom-
ing retaliatory attacks on
UK drone factories sup-
plying Ukraine. The chilly
warning purportedly came
from a top Russian official
— except that the individu-
al in question has not been
one in over three decades.

At first glance the piece,
entitted UK drone facto-
ries may face attacks from
‘unknown sources,” says
Kremlin adviser, looks legit,
based on comments made
on BBC Newsnight by An-

drei Fedorov. The broad-
caster presented Federov
as a heavyweight Russian
official, describing him as
a “Kremlin adviser” and
“Russia’s former deputy
foreign minister”.

The latter is partially
true: Fedorov was the dep-
uty minister in the RSFSR,
the Russian republic in the
old USSR, between October
1990 and October 1991 pri-
or to the formal dissolution
of the Soviet Union.

The other claim, howev-
er, is completely false. Fe-
dorov used to be an adviser
to Russia’s vice president
until late 1993, the same
year the vice president posi-
tion was abolished, and has
not held any public office
since. Over the past decade,
he has been best known as a
political commentator and a
media personality, frequent-
ing assorted Russian politi-
cal talk shows.

The piece survived for
around five hours on the
BBC website before it
was quietly amended. Fe-
dorov was ‘demoted’ to a
“pro-Kremlin commentator
who frequently appears on
Russian television” yet no
official retraction of the in-
itial claim was made. The
description, while still de-
batable given that Fedor-

ov is known for frequently
spelling doom and gloom
for Moscow citing his pur-
ported high-ranking sources
at home and overseas, is not
explicitly untrue.

The BBC also did not
do a particularly good job
of purging the fake news,
which survived on sever-
al of its platforms. A BBC
Newsnight Facebook post
on the matter still cryptical-
ly describes Fedorov as a
“President Putin ally” at the
moment of the publication,
while its post on the X so-
cial media platform claims
that the commentator “ad-
vises President Putin”.

The BBC interview with
Fedorov was spread across
British media alongside his
false depiction as a “Putin
adviser”. Unlike the source,
outlets that reprinted the
fake news never bothered to
amend it. Some outlets even
managed to outperform
the original. The Express,
for instance, described Fe-
dorov simultaneously as a
“high-ranking Kremlin offi-
cial” and “high-level Krem-
lin insider”. HuffPost UK
also described the political
commentator as a ‘“‘presi-
dential adviser” and even
‘promoted’ him to a “key
ally to Vladimir Putin”.

This fake news also

spread beyond the UK me-
dia, making it to A/ Jazeera
with minimal amendments.
Following the BBC, Al Ja-
zeera falsely described Fe-
dorov as “an adviser to the
Kremlin and a former dep-
uty foreign minister”. It also
made it to Ukrainian media,
which generally takes its
British counterparts at face
value and attempts no inde-
pendent fact-checking.

This was actually not the
first time the BBC falsely
presented the Russian po-
litical commentator. In Jan-
uary of this year, Fedorov
made remarks to the BBC’s
Radio 4 on the US military
hunt for the Marinera oil
tanker and was presented as
a “Kremlin adviser and for-
mer Russian deputy foreign
minister”. The comments
spread widely across British
media at the time, apparent-
ly without any fact-check-
ing, and remain readily
available in news articles
from major outlets such The
Times and The Independent.
rt.com

Scabs and Bugs

by New Worker
correspondent

THE STRUGGLE at
Butlins in Bognor Regis
continues. Resort Safety
Officers walked out on a
protest strike demanding
£14 hourly wage. Now
some Butlins workers have
been offered £15 an hour,
plus free food and accom-
modation. But this is not
a cause for celebration,
as these benefits are only
for the new employees re-
cruited to break the strike
organised by United Voic-
es of the World (UVW).
The bank holiday strike
over staffing, equipment,
breaks, pay and working
conditions will be followed
by another two weekend
strikes and an indefinite
strike from 21st Septem-
ber.

UVW say that Butlin’s
scab staff qualifications are
best described as “question-
able”. General Secretary
Nelly Ospino said “this is
a deeply troubling devel-
opment. Our members have
repeatedly said that they
want to work. They want

continued on p4
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to keep Butlin’s guests safe
and they want to resolve this
dispute through negotiation.
If Butlin’s has the resourc-
es to bring in new workers
on reportedly better terms,
it should have the resources
to properly value the peo-
ple who are already doing
this vital job. The door to
negotiations remains open,
but that responsibility now
rests with Butlin’s CEO and
management”.

Meanwhile workers
at London Heathrow Air-
port say their working con-
ditions are making them
ill. In a poll conducted by
their union, Unite, which
has 30,000 members there
working in security, cater-
ing, cleaning and ground
& luggage handling. 82 per
cent of those surveyed said
there had been problems
with workplace facilities
during the year resulting on
30 per cent experienced ill-
health in the same period.

In particular 43 per cent
said there were not enough
toilets, with 61 per cent say-
ing they were not clean and
well maintained, Broken
and dirty showers and mould
were other delights arising
from working at Britain’s
leading airport whose own-
er, Heathrow Airport Lim-
ited, (HAL) made a £575
million profit last year. In

addition, workers complain
of overcrowded and unhy-
gienic rest rooms.

Nature lovers will be
delighted at the opportuni-
ty to record various types
of mice, rats, cockroaches
and bedbugs discovered.
But there are limits to that:
one worker reported seeing
“mice droppings in my food
plates bowl and coffee cup,
in my toolbox and tools and
on my overalls and boots. I
am deeply concerned that it
is only a matter of time be-
fore myself or a colleague
will get seriously ill”.

General secretary Sharon
Graham said “the situation
with staff facilities at Heath-
row is a disgrace. No work-
er should risk their health
because their employer is
forcing them to take rest
breaks in dirty areas or de-
nied breaks as areas are too
crowded”.

Unite is demanding that
HAL fully review cleaning
standards and contracts, im-
prove reporting and mon-
itoring systems to ensure
standards are maintained
and shortfalls promptly
dealt with. They also want
clear lines of accountabili-
ty to be established for the
maintenance and upkeep of
all the facilities, including
restrooms.

All these problems stem
from the privatisation of

Heathrow in 1986, the first
such privatisation in the
world, and has thus become
a laboratory for neo-liber-
alism. Even before that the
airport’s services such as
catering, cleaning, retail and
security were deregulated
and outsourced. It was one
of the first to routinely em-
ploy precarious and cheap
outsourced labour provid-
ed largely by women from
Commonwealth countries.

Outsourcing Wars

OUTSOURCING is also
in the news at the north
London borough of En-
field where the GMB is up
in arms at efforts to move
nine outsourced coun-
cil jobs administered by
NSL out of the borough
to distant Rochdale and
Inverness where the task
of monitoring CCTV will
be carried out in future.
This, say GMB will take

jobs and tax revenue out

of Enfield, and the remote
workers will have no es-
sential local knowledge.
GMB’s London regional
organiser, Mary Goodson,
said “it is inexcusable for
these jobs and local council
tax revenue to be moved out
of the borough, and it rais-
es serious questions about
where these relocation plans

20 years ago
this week
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AGE CONCERN last week
released a shocking report,
Hungry to be Heard, revealing
that 60 per cent of elderly hos-
pital patients are at risk of mal-
nutrition because nurses do
not have enough time to help
them to eat the dinners that
are put in front of them. Many
patients who are malnourished
on arrival in hospital get a lot
worse during their stay. The
report also said that 90 per
cent of nurses say they do not
always have time to assist pa-
tients who need help to eat.
The logical deduction
is that there are not nearly
enough nurses. Everyone in
the NHS knows full well that
diet is a vital part of recovery

The logical deduction is
that there are not nearly enough
nurses. Everyone in the NHS
knows full well that diet is a vi-
tal part of recovery from illness
and injury. Yet NHS trusts are
cutting nursing jobs because
they cannot balance their books.

They make these cuts in the
full knowledge that this will
make the shortage of nursing
care on the wards even worse.

The report says: “It’s a na-
tional scandal: Six out of 10 old-
er people are at risk of becoming
malnourished, or their situation
gets worse in hospital.

“Up to 14 per cent of older
people aged over 65 in the UK
are malnourished. Four out of
10 older people admitted to hos-
pital are malnourished on arriv-
al.

“The toll of malnutrition on
health and social care costs is
estimated to exceed £7.3 billion
per year (much more than obe-
sity). Over half is expended on
people over 65”.

Nursing unions reacted
strongly to the report, demand-
ing better levels of staff and call-

ing for nurses to be allowed
more time to ensure patients
eat properly.

Pauline Ford of the Royal
College of Nursing said: “This
survey highlights just how
serious the problem of un-
derstaffing on many hospital
wards has become and for so
many nurses time has become
a luxury. The RCN is calling
for protected mealtimes and
time and resources devoted
to patients who cannot feed
themselves”.

The NHS trusts cannot
balance their budgets because
of the swingeing costs of the
private finance initiative con-
tracts, which have proved a
real seam of vast riches for
City finance companies. The
insatiable greed of these fat
cats is literally causing starva-
tion among the elderly. Yet if
we said these bloated capital-
ists are grinding the faces of
the poor in the dirt, we would
be accused of using quaint and
old-fashioned language, of ex-
aggerating and being melodra-
matic.

will end. This is some of
the clearest evidence we’ve
seen to date of a two-tier
system, where outsourced
workers’ terms and condi-
tions are less favourable
than inhouse council staff”.
True enough, but it is also a
warning to some trade union
advocates of working from
home. They might just get it
and find that the homes peo-
ple work from are in Manila
and Bangalore.

The same union is
faced with a much larger
nationwide battle against
outsourcing at struggling
supermarket chain Asda
where 3,500 cleaners will
be outsourced to Bidvest
and NIC Cleaning Services.
Late last month Asda boast-
ed it had returned to growth
for the first time in ages.
It is now owned by private
equity firm TDR Capital
who in January awarded top
bosses a £31 million pay
packet at a time when it re-
ported a loss, so obviously
something needs to be done
to cut costs, and what better
way to do so than get rid of
low paid workers who will
be at the mercy of new nos-
es to the grindstone employ-
ers.

GMB organiser Rachelle
Wilkins said “this is detest-
able behaviour from Asda.
Outsourcing companies
have a proven track record
of slashing pay terms, con-
ditions and even jobs as
soon as they have their feet
under the table. “Now loyal,
hardworking cleaning staff
will be worried sick about
whether their job will still
pay the bills or whether the
axe will fall on them”.

In Aprii GMB asked
Asda if there was any fur-
ther planned outsourcing
to which Asda categorical-
ly replied ‘no’. As a result,
says Wilkins: “Morale in
stores is already at rock bot-
tom. GMB calls on Asda to
halt this process now — at
least until the other consul-
tations are finished - and
consider what is best for its
customers and staff”. It is
to be hoped that GMB will
take some action to oppose
outsourcing rather than
complain about it.

However help is on its
way. RMT and Unison have
got together to optimisti-
cally demand that new the

Prime Minister implement
Labour’s 2024 election
promise to deliver “the big-
gest wave of insourcing for
a generation”. There’s not
been much insourcing in
recent decades, that will not
be difficult, but as Burnham
has, so far, spent his time in
office backtracking on his
other promises the unions
will have a fight on their
hands.

Outsourcing which boost
the profits of multination-
al companies by the simple
expediency of driving down
wages of unskilled and
semi-skilled often essential
workers. It results in decline
of quality of public servic-
es. In the good old days
when hospital cleaners were
directly employed by the
NHS on decent wages, they
took pride in their work. If
there were any shortcom-
ings Matron gave them a
bawling to get it speedily
sorted out. Nowadays very
underpaid cleaners have in-
creased workloads and un-
certain shifts and employ-
ment prospects doled out
by multinational companies
who are more interested in
the balance sheet than the
number of germs.

The unions are rightly
sceptical of Labour’s claim
that “the age of outsourcing
is over” as such contracts
are still being signed. Just
last month the Financial
Times reported that a record
£456 million civil service
training contract had been
award by the Cabinet Of-
fice to giant accountancy
firms KPMG and EY. That
is clearly something the civ-
il servants ought to be doing
themselves.

All too often these pri-
vate contractors are the
tail that wags the dog. Vast
sums of money are spent on
consultants whose advice is
generally that more money
needs to be spent on them,
IT contracts often lock pub-
lic bodies into costly sys-
tems which are virtually
impossible to escape from.
Private contractors can offer
public sector managers nice
retirement jobs to ensure
that contracts are proper-
ly allocated. As the case of
Thames Water dramatically
illustrates paying dividends
to multimillionaires comes
at the expense of clean wa-
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by C J Atkins

THE TRIBUTES to Dolly
Parton, who passed away
last week will dwell on her
song catalogue — Jolene,
Coat of Many Colours and
I Will Always Love You —
and on the causes now at-
tached to her name: her
free book programme for
children and her trailblaz-
ing for women in a busi-
ness men built to keep them
out. Those things alone are
enough to merit praise, but
they aren’t the whole pic-
ture. Dolly Parton was a
woman who spent six dec-
ades in the spotlight but
never stopped being what
she started out as: working
class and loyal to everyone
else who was.

Dolly Rebecca Parton
was born on 19th January
1946, the fourth of 12 chil-
dren, in a one-room cabin in
Sevier County, Tennessee.
Her parents sharecropped
somebody else’s land be-
fore they scraped together
enough, years later, to buy a
small farm of their own. “We
had a lot of stuff that money
can’t buy anyhow,” she said
of those years, “things like
love and kindness and under-
standing. And we had music”.

Dolly left for Nashville
the day after her 1964 high
school graduation. She was
determined to break into a
business where it was hard
enough for a woman to get
taken seriously as a singer, let
alone as a songwriter, but she
insisted on being both.

For her entire career, her
music was also union-made.
She was a member of the
American Federation of Mu-
sicians (AFM) Local 257
branch in Nashville until the
very end, filing union con-
tracts on her sessions and
tours so her band got the
wages that come with a un-
ion card. “Before she was an
icon, Dolly was a working
musician,” AFM President
Tino Gagliardi said after her
death. Local 257 President
Dave Pomeroy put it plainer
“throughout her 58 years as a
proud member in good stand-
ing of Local 257, she set the
gold standard for supporting
her band and fellow musi-
cians”.

That working-class in-
stinct is also the real backsto-
ry behind 9 to 5. The song,
and the Jane Fonda film it
scored, are remembered now
as 1980s workplace comedy,

Dolly Parton:
a working class hero
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but they grew out of a real
class struggle. Fonda, who
had the idea for the film,
based its story on a Boston
clerical workers’ organization
called 9to5 that was founded
in 1972 by Ellen Cassedy and
Karen Nussbaum. It rallied
secretaries around pay, har-
assment, and the daily hu-
miliation of being invisible in
their own offices.

9to5’s research exposed
banks and insurance com-
panies illegally colluding to
fix wages and keep women’
pay low. The group won a 10
per cent raise before grow-
ing into SEIU District 925.
“Your boss is organised,”
Nussbaum liked to say. “You

better be organised too”.
Fonda expressed the
class consciousness that the
film sought to inspire: “What
I found was that secretaries
know the work they do is im-
portant, is skilled, but they
also know they’re not treat-
ed with respect. They call
themselves ‘office wives’.
They have to put gas in the
boss’s car, get his coffee, buy
the presents for his wife and
mistress. So, when we came
to do the film, we said...what
you have to do is write a
screenplay which shows you
can run an office without a
boss, but you can’t run an of-
fice without the secretaries!”
Parton wrote the anthem

for the politics and organis-
ing that not only defined the
fight for women workers but
also captured a truth that all
workers know in their heart:
“It’s a rich man’s game no
matter what they call it, and
you spend your life puttin’
money in his wallet.”

On that same LP as 9 fo
5 Parton also covered Woody
Guthrie’s Deportee (Plane
Wreck at Los Gatos), the el-
egy for 28 Mexican farm-
workers killed in a 1948
crash while being flown back
across the border, whom me-
dia at the time hadn’t even
bothered to name, unlike the
American crew. “Who are
these dear friends all scat-
tered like dry leaves,” she
sang, “The radio said they
were just deportees.” She
staked out a position of sup-
port for immigrant workers at
a time when politicians were
calling for mass deportations,
a time much like our own.

She was clear, too, long
before it was safe in country
music to be so, about where
she stood on gay and trans-
gender people. Her 1991
song Family put it in a single
verse: “Some are preachers,
some are gay, some are ad-
dicts, drunks and strays, but
not a one is turned away when
it’s family.” The support went
beyond words, though. Her
film production company,
Sandollar, put up the money
behind Common Threads:
Stories from the Quilt, the
1989 AIDS Memorial Quilt
documentary that won the
Academy Award while Ron-
ald Reagan’s White House
stayed silent on the epidemic.

In 2004, the Ku Klux
Klan announced plans to
picket Dollywood’s Gay
Day; the park’s spokesman
said flatly that the demon-
strators “will not be allowed
on Dollywood property,”
and the event went on undis-
turbed. Parton made her own
position explicit a few years
later, after a lesbian visitor
was asked to turn a marriage
equality T-shirt inside out at
one of her parks: “Everyone
knows of my personal sup-

port of the gay and lesbian
community,” she said. “Dol-
lywood is a family park and
all families are welcome”.

She was secure enough
in that support to once enter
a Dolly Parton look-alike
drag contest at a gay bar in
West Hollywood incognito —
and lose! “They just thought
I was some little, short gay
guy” she said afterwards.

When the fight for mar-
riage equality was raging in
the 2000s, she lent her back-
ing in the most Dolly of ways,
saying, “why can’t they be as
miserable as us heterosexuals
in their marriages?” That was
years before the US Supreme
Court eventually ruled the re-
ligious right’s gay marriage
bans unconstitutional.

Her instinct to defend
people other folks looked
down on showed up on
screen, too. When she signed
on to play a brothel madam in
the 1982 film The Best Little
Whorehouse in Texas, Parton
said she hoped the self-ap-
pointed “Moral Majority”
would watch it, provocative
title and all. “It points a finger
at a lot of people, and some
of ’em ain’t whores,” she
said. “Like people who get
fake religion”.

She refused to let the
film’s women be treated as
a punchline, either: “Prosti-
tutes...are some of the sweet-
est, most caring people I've
known because they’ve been
through everything,” she said,
tracing their circumstances
back to broken dreams and
abuse rather than to any fail-
ure of character. It was the
same argument, dressed up as
a comedy, that she’d make in
earnest for the rest of her life:
judge the hypocrites, not the
people they judge.

Years later, after a rela-
tive and a friend of hers came
out as transgender, she wrote
the song Travelin’ Thru for
Transamerica, the 2005 film
about a trans woman. “I have
a friend and a relative who
are transgender,” she ex-
plained. “I said, ‘I’ll be hap-
py to make a stab at that.””
The song earned her an Oscar
nomination.

The same reflex showed
up when other people were
targeted by those in power.
In 2005, with Cat Stevens —
by then Yusuf Islam — still
barred from the United States
after being wrongly flagged
on a post-9/11 security watch
list, Parton put him on her

continued on page 6
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continued from p5
album Those Were the
Days, singing Where
Do the Children Play?
as a duet. “He’s a pre-
cious man” she said.
“He’s got a lot of bad
press lately, but I think
he’s out to try to save
the world, not destroy
it”.

In August 2020, as
a racist police murder
sparked a national up-
rising that brought mil-
lions into the streets,
Dolly was asked point-
blank about Black
Lives Matter and her
thoughts on the pro-
tests. She didn’t hedge:
“Of course Black lives
matter. Do we think our
little white asses are the
only ones that matter?
No!” Her support for
African American com-
munities stretched back
even further.

When she earned
$10 million in royalties
from Whitney Hou-
ston’s 1992 cover of /
Will Always Love You,
Dolly used the money
to buy an office com-
plex and strip mall in a
Black neighbourhood
in Nashville and made
it into her headquar-
ters, bringing develop-
ment and jobs to an area
overlooked by other in-
vestors. “It was mostly
just Black families and
people that lived around
there,” she said. “And
I thought, ‘This is the
perfect place for me to
be, considering it was
Whitney’”.

She built all of
that—the music em-
pire, the theme park, the
3,000-song catalogue—
out of a one-room cab-
in with no electricity,
and she never forgot
it. What she did with
the fame and fortune it
brought her was spend
it on people who need-
ed the cover more than
she did: the musicians
in her band, the secre-
taries who inspired her
biggest hit, the gay and
trans kids looking for
acceptance in a hostile
world, the Muslim man
barred at the airport, the
Black marchers in the
summer of 2020. That
is a working-class he-
ro’s résumé, and the rest
is the soundtrack of her
life.

People’s World (USA)

London’s nuclear
gamble: why Britain is
turning to Germany

by Andrei Nikolaev

BRITAIN HAS
played itself into the
role of a would-be
global and maritime
power. Its desire to
reclaim the great sta-
tus it once enjoyed
has driven London
into such enormous
expenditures that
Britain has decided to
bring Germany into
the effort to main-
tain and protect its
nuclear arsenal. An
excellent choice, con-
sidering Germany’s
troubled past — most
notably its role in in-
itiating both world
wars.

In this sense, it
seems that two lone-
ly powers have found
each other. One wants
to, but can no longer;
the other can, but has
not been allowed to
want to. And now, sud-
denly, it has been giv-
en the opportunity.

Germany’s
return to
the nuclear
question

If London once
stood on the Olympus
of world powers, Ber-
lin distinguished itself
on that road mainly by
twice throwing itself
with extraordinary de-
termination against the
deaf and formidable
wall of Russia. Yet ap-
parently the old saying
is true: fools are not
bound by laws, while
history teaches nothing
even to the intelligent.
Germany now wants to

Trident on the prowl.

walk through the same
door for a third time —
the one that opens onto
an abyss.

To claim a place
under the sun in to-
day’s world, it is desir-
able to have a nuclear
club behind you. Ger-
many has therefore de-
cided to immerse itself
in the nuclear intoxica-
tion as well, drawing
on the yeast of its old
imperial ambitions.

Russia’s  Foreign
Intelligence  Service
(SVR) reported on
Germany’s nuclear

ambitions as early as
July 2026. According
to information from
the Russian intelli-
gence service: NATO
military experts be-
lieve Berlin could in-
dependently produce
the necessary fissile
material within one
to three months and
design an operational
nuclear explosive de-
vice within one year
without conducting a
full-scale test.

Atthe official level,

however, Chancellor
Friedrich Merz rules
out the possibility of
developing Germany’s
own nuclear weapons.
At the same time, he
allows for the deploy-
ment of British or
French nukes on Ger-
man territory and even
for the use of German
aircraft as their deliv-
ery platforms.

Against this back-
drop, London appeared
at exactly the right mo-
ment, ready to play
along with Germany’s
revanchist sentiments
while also solving part
of its own financial
problems at someone
else’s expense. That is
standard British prac-
tice.

“Germany, since
you dream so much
about nuclear weap-
ons, why not join us as
a partner in this area?”
London seems to be
saying.

Apparently, this is
how the idea emerged
of bringing Germany
into Britain’s nuclear

programme.  Co-op-
eration is expected in
three areas: joint fi-
nancing of Britain’s
Nuclear Defence En-
terprise  programme,
valued at £63.6 billion;
participation in the
production of subma-
rines, ballistic missiles
and nuclear warheads,
as well as uranium en-
richment; protecting
the nuclear arsenal
with German air-de-
fense systems, in par-
ticular Patriot missile
systems.

Britain’s
nuclear arsenal
and American
dependence

When it comes
to Britain’s nuclear
arsenal, the popular
modern phrase “it’s
complicated” comes to
mind. Although people
usually apply it to rela-
tionships between men
and women, it can also

be stretched, without
fear of exaggeration,
to describe the strange
Anglo-American rela-
tionship.

Britain, as we
know, possesses its
own nuclear weap-
ons, although its arse-
nal remains relatively
small — around 200
warheads. The actual
figure remains classi-
fied. The country’s nu-
clear arsenal consists
exclusively of sub-
marine-launched mis-
siles. Britain builds the
submarines itself, but
remains heavily de-
pendent on the United
States when it comes
to the missiles.

First, most of Brit-
ain’s nuclear missile
stockpile is stored at
the US Navy base at
Kings Bay in Georgia.
Only the operational
portion remains direct-
ly aboard the subma-
rines.

Second, the Trident
I missile currently in
service 1is manufac-
tured primarily in the
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United States. Britain
produces only its own
warhead, and even that
relies on an American
design.

It remains unclear
what happens during
the final assembly of
the British version of
the missile, because
Britain’s last two test
launches ended in fail-
ure.

The most recent
failure looked particu-
larly absurd. Barely
after launching from
the submarine’s launch
tube, the Trident liter-
ally splashed back into
the water nearby. Then
again, absurdity seems
to have become Brit-
ain’s trademark if one
looks at the actions of
its politicians.

Strangely enough,
the very same mis-
siles manufactured
in the United States
fly both far and high.
Could Washington be
deliberately tweaking
something for London,
just to make sure the
British do not do some-
thing unfortunate? If
so, perhaps London’s
decision to change its
nuclear-program part-
ner is not entirely acci-
dental.

Germany, of
course, does not pos-
sess expertise at that
level, but the Germans
learn quickly. Once
again, it is worth re-
calling the Russian in-
telligence report men-
tioned above.

London’s
financial
burden and
Berlin’s
opportunity

There is also a sec-
ond reason for bring-
ing Germany into the
arrangement: Britain’s
financial problems.
London apparently
can no longer sustain
its military machine,
although judging
by Britain’s defence
budget, the British sol-
dier should be the rich-
est, best-equipped and

The struggle for peace in Europe -- German communist cartoon.

most heavily armed
soldier in the world.
At the same time,
the rapprochement
between Britain and
Germany on nuclear
matters should not be
overestimated. To push
the United States aside,
Berlin would have to
work extremely hard
for a very long time,
because the chain of
co-operation between
Washington and Lon-

don is highly complex
and deeply intercon-
nected.

However, given
the broader European
trend away from de-
pendence on the Unit-
ed States, London will
probably help Berlin.

Germany is strong
in missile develop-
ment and submarine
construction. It also
possesses expertise in
nuclear energy, despite

the fact that all of Ger-
many’s nuclear power
plants have been shut
down in accordance
with the green agenda.
It is strange that Berlin
feared peaceful nucle-
ar energy so much, yet
is now apparently ea-
ger to take up its mil-
itary applications.
What Germany can
do right now is deploy
its air-defence systems
around the Faslane

naval base in Scot-
land. That is where the
submarines  carrying
nuclear missiles are
based. It can also pro-
vide some money.

The entire picture
shows just how pitiful
and weak Britain actu-
ally is. Its desire to in-
flame conflicts in other
parts of the planet and
pit countries against
one another in order
to make money from

Prorest at Faslane base.

the process is produc-
ing the opposite result:

London 1is growing
poorer. Perhaps too
much attention has
gone into overseas
affairs, particularly
Ukraine.

It is no coincidence
that Moscow has re-
cently treated London
with extreme coldness
and disdain. Consider-
ing the entire trail of
treacherous acts com-
mitted by this state on
planet Earth, Britain
should be pushed back
to somewhere around
the middle of the 16th
century in terms of its
level of influence. And
even that would be
generous.

Back then, Britain
had not yet become
the mistress of the
seas. It was only be-
ginning to search for
its place among the
colonial conquerors. It
was precisely then that
the English navigator
Richard  Chancellor
“discovered”  Russia
through the White Sea,
laying the foundations
for trade relations be-
tween the two coun-
tries.

Interestingly, the
English came across
Russia more or less by
accident. They were
looking for India and
“discovered”  Russia
instead. It would not
be a bad idea to show
these maritime wan-
derers the door today
and advise them to
knock again — but this
time politely. After
that, Germany could
be dealt with as well.

For now, there is
one thing that offers
some reassurance re-
garding joint nuclear
cooperation:  histori-
cally,

London has never
trusted Berlin. There-
fore, even after re-
ceiving money from
Berlin, the maximum
Britain will allow the
Germans to do is look
— but not touch.

pravda.ru
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LETTERS

THE COMMUNIST Party
of the Workers of Spain
(PCTE) strongly con-
demns the recent attacks
on migrants remaining
in [the Spanish enclave
on the Moroccan coast
of] Ceuta as well as the
attacks against their set-
tlements and the threats
directed at those who are
still providing humanitar-
ian aid.

One month after the
massive entry of tens
of thousands of people
from Morocco the situa-
tion remains unresolved.
Thousands of migrants
are still under precarious
conditions.  Meanwhile,
unrest is growing among
a population that has been
enduring for weeks the re-
sults of a crisis the various
Administrations have not
been capable of address-
ing with the pace and re-
sources required to do it.

Such unrest is being
used by the most reaction-
ary political sections in or-
der to spread the criminal-
isation of immigrants and
make them responsible
for a situation not of their
making. The existence of
real problems in Ceuta
does not justify the por-
trayal of all immigrants
as criminals or the pre-

vention of the delivery of
humanitarian aid and the
persecution of those who
sleep on the street.

Responsibilities must
be placed where they be-
long. The Spanish Gov-
ernment has reacted late
and prioritised border con-
trol and deportation over a
sufficient response to the
needs for accommodation,
child protection and basic
care. The Moroccan au-
thorities, on their part, are
exploiting their position
on the external border of
the European Union as a
means to pressurise Spain
and the EU itself [over
their claim to Ceuta].

The European Union
is no stranger to this situ-
ation. For years, it has ex-
ternalised migration con-
trol to third countries such
as Morocco. It has funded
the containment of popu-
lation movements caused
by the uneven develop-
ment of capitalism, wars
and growing violence be-
tween countries caused by
the worsening of inter-im-
perialist contradictions.

Meanwhile the pro-
motion of racism contrib-
utes to direct the unrest of
those who are enduring
the worsening of their
living standards against
those who have even less.
A false community of in-
terests between workers
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and exploiters is built in
this way as they share a
nationality, while foreign
workers are presented as
enemies.

Migrant workers are
part of the working class.
Defending them against
violence, ensuring their
rights and their organisa-
tion are a need for workers
in Spain as a whole.

The PCTE calls on the
working class and popu-
lar sections to reject any
attempt to turn the Ceuta
crisis into a war between
the poor, to fight racism
and xenophobia in neigh-
bourhoods and at work-
places, and to demand
accountability to those
who do have the capaci-
ty to solve this situation.
Against racism, war and
exploitation — the unity of
the working class!

Press Office
of the PCTE
Madrid

IN MY STRETCH of the
woods one of the most
famous engineering com-
panies is Sheffield Forge-
masters. This company
makes bespoke large forg-
ing and castings. It also
has lathes for machining
these huge items.

The company was na-
tionalised, I believe, in
2020 and is owned by the
Ministry of Defence.

It produces parts for
nuclear submarines and
barrels for field artillery
(105mm and 150mm)

This is part of the slow
militarisation of the econ-
omy to prepare for war
against Russia.

The other part of this is
how to pay for it. The dis-
abled, the most vulnerable
in society, will have their
benefits cut. There will be
great suffering if the Per-
sonal Independence Pay-
ment

(PIP), currently under
threat, is abolished. The
subtext to this is that dis-
abled people are all malin-
gerers and not disabled.

Employers do not want
to employ disabled peo-
ple, generally speaking,

The editor welcomes
letters from our read-
ers. If you have a
contribution to make
please make sure it
reaches us before
Wednesday. You can
send your letters to:
PO Box 73, London
SW11 2PQ, or email
party@NCP.clara.net

so poverty and destitution
of the pre-war days will
return.

Roger Newby
Sheffield

ALVARO CUNHAL was
born in 1913 in the Por-
tuguese university city of
Coimbra.

His own family back-
ground reflected the then
prevalent divisions in Por-
tuguese society. His father
was a free-thinking radical
lawyer. His mother mean-
while was religiously de-
vout. She ensured that he
was baptised and that he
went on to make his first
Holy Communion.

The  family later
moved to Lisbon and Cun-
hal entered the University
there in 1931 to study law.
He had just turned 18 and
he was also about to join
the Portuguese Commu-
nist Party (PCP).

Cunhal — his cadre
name was “David” — visit-
ed the Soviet Union for the
first time in 1935 to attend
the Seventh World Con-
gress of the Comintern.
He then joined the Central
Committee of the PCP in
1936. He already headed
up the party’s youth wing.

His first arrest oc-
curred in 1937, at the age
of 33. Whilst in prison, in
July 1940, he completed
his final thesis and got his
law degree. The topic was
a hot one, legalising abor-
tion.

Briefly free that year
he taught geography in
Lisbon’s Colegio Moder-
no. Mario Soares, later a
political rival as head of
Portugal’s Socialist Party,
was one of his pupils.

From 1941 to 1949
Cunhal lived “under-
ground”. By 1943 he was
de facto leader of the PCP
although he was not offi-
cially General Secretary
until 1961.

Arrested and tortured
by the secret police (PIDE)
in 1949 he remained in
prison for 11 years — eight
of them in solitary con-
finement — until a dramat-
ic escape from the Peniche
Fortress prison in 1960.

He would go on to lead
the renewed opposition to
the Salazar dictatorship.
He would prove himself a
“brilliant intellectual” and
an “implacable political
fighter” (Valle 2021).

And after the Carna-
tion Revolution in April
1974 he would serve as
Minister Without Portfo-
lio in several provisional
governments. A fellow

continued on p9

Diary

UNTIL 18 OCT
‘Comrades in Art: Artists
Against Fascism’ exhibi-
tion, on the anti-fascist
Artists International As-
sociation. The Towner
Eastbourne, Devonshire
Park, College Road,
Eastbourne BN21 4]J.

UNTIL 22 OCT

Prince Charles Cinema:
Series of films by Sovi-
et director Andrei Tark-
ovsky. 7 Leicester Place,
London WC2H 7BY.
Details and tickets on
PCC website.

UNTIL 2 NOV
People’s History Muse-
um: On the Line — 100
Years of Strikes and Sol-
idarity. PHM Museum,
Left Bank, Spinning-
fields, Manchester M3
3ER.

UNTIL 26 FEB 2027
Working Class Move-
ment Library: Two ex-
hibitions: 1926 General
Strike and Grunwick
1976-8. Wed-Fri after-
noons. WCML, 51 Cres-
cent, Salford M5 4WX.

WED 9 SEPT

Palestine Solidarity
Campaign: No Palan-
tir in our NHS demon-
stration. 10:00-11:00,
Where: Board Room,
Junction 6, Whipps

Cross Hospital, London
E11 INR

SAT 12 SEPT

Wigan Diggers Festival.
11:00. Gerrard Winstan-
ley Gardens, The Wiend,
Wigan, WN1 1PF.

SUN 13 SEPT
Venezuela Solidarity
Campaign: Viva la soli-
daridad! No to Trump’s
War on Latin Ameri-
ca. 12:30, Royal Hotel
Brighton Waterfront,
Kings Road, Bright-
on, BN1 2GS. Book on
Eventbrite.

SAT 19 SEPT
Scottish Palestinian
Campaign: Scotland

Palestine Demo: 11:30
Glasgow Green to Bu-
chanan Street Steps.

SAT 19 SEPT

Marx Memorial Library:
Open House Day 11:00—
15:00. 37a Clerkenwell
Green, London, ECIR
0DU.

SAT 19 SEPT

Society for the Study of
Labour History: Char-
tism Day 2026. Friends
Meeting House, 39 High
Street, Warwick CV34

4AX. Details from
SSLH website.
SAT 19 SEPT
Lakenheath Alliance

for Peace: Vigil against
American nuclear weap-
ons in Britian. 12:00—
14:00. RAF Lakenheath,
Brandon Road, Laken-
heath, Suffolk IP27 9PN.

TUE 22 SEPT
Marx Memorial Library:
Introducing Marx &

Marxism. 19:00, free
online taster. Book on
MML website.

THUR 24 SEPT
General Federation of
Trade Unions Educa-
tional Trust: National
Unemployed Workers’
Movement (NUWM).
Online lecture. 19:00—
20:30. Book on GFTU-
ET website.

SAT 26 SEPT
International ~ Brigade
Memorial Trust: Com-
memoration of Fife vol-
unteers in the Spanish
Civil War. 11:00. Memo-
rial stone, Forth Avenue,
Kirkcaldy KY2 5PR; lat-
er social at KUSI Club,
8 St Brycedale Avenue
KYI1 1ET.

SAT 26 SEPT

Palestine Solidarity
Campaign: Stop Arming
Israel: march to Labour’s
annual conference.
12:00-16:00, 12 noon on
St George’s Plateau, Liv-
erpool L1 1JJ.

SUN 27 SEPT
International ~ Brigade
Memorial Trust: Evening
of films about solidarity.
17:00-21:00. The Nest,
Little Clarendon Street,
Oxford OX1 2HU. Reg-
ister on WeGotTickets.

MON 28 SEPT

Cuba Solidarity Cam-
paign: End the siege on
Cuba. 17:45. The Casa,
29 Hope St, Liverpool
L1 9BP.

WED 30 SEP-SAT 21
NOV

Townsend Theatre Pro-
ductions: Ribert Tres-
sell’s Ragged Trousered
Philanthropists. Touring
play. See TTP website
for venues and booking.
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PCP  militant Avelino
Goncalves was made La-
bour Minister. They both
continued to push for rad-
ical, lasting political and
economic change.

Cunhal would remain
as PCP General Secretary
until 1992. He had been
party leader for the best
part of half a century. He
had been a vociferous crit-
ic of the revisionist “Eu-
ro-communism” practised
by the fraternal parties in
Italy and Spain. And he
decried the ascendancy of
Gorbachev which led to
the collapse of socialism
in the Soviet Union. He

would still exert consid-
erable influence in retire-
ment defending Marxist
Leninist orthodoxy until
his death in 2005 at the
age of 91. Over 250,000
attended his funeral. Al-
ready admired as a paint-
er, it was revealed latterly
that he’d penned several
novels under a pseudonym
“Manuel Tiago”.

The Portuguese Com-
munist Party is 105 years
old this year. We should
remember stalwarts such
as Alvaro Cunhal.

Alan Stewart
Wakefield
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for the year.

New Worker
Supporters’

New Worker supporters groups exist to support
the weekly newspaper of the New Communist

Individual membership is £10.00 ( 8 Euros or $10)
for all or part of the calendar year and every mem-
ber will receive a New Worker Supporters Group
(NWSG) card and a copies of the Internal Bulletin

P&P.

(New Worker reprint).
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(New Worker reprint).

(New Worker reprint).
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FROM THE NEW COMMUNIST PARTY

The ruling class, fascism and the State by Neil
Harris £2 plus 50p P&P (New Worker reprint)

The basis of scientific socialism (the first chap-
ter of Anti During) by Frederick Engels £2 plus 50p

The poisoned well (an insight into
imperialist intelligence work) £2 plus 50p P&P

New technology and the need for socialism £2
Communists in Britain today £2 plus 50p P&P
Peoples’s China in perspective £2 plus 50p P&P

The case for communism £2 plus 50p P&P.

On Stalin £2plus 50p P&P. (New Worker reprint).
Stalin & the BRS £2 plus 50p P&P.

How we got in the State we are by Daphne liddle
£1 plus 50p P&P (New Worker reprint)

All in the family by Daphne Liddle £1 plus 50p
P&P (New Worker reprint).

Arab nationalism and the communist movement
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Scottish
Political
News

by our Scottish political
affairs correspondent

ON TUESDAY the
Scottish Parliament
returned from its holi-
days. The week before
the SNP published a
new Draft Scottish Inde-
pendence Referendum
Bill. Some opinion polls
suggest that the SNP
could win a new referen-
dum vote while First
Minister John Swinney
argues that “The world
has changed fundamen-
tally since 2014” and
“the economic damage
caused by Brexit” is the
main reason for publicly
calling for another ref-
erendum. His measure
will call on Holyrood to
be given the power to
call a referendum (pres-
ently held by Westmin-
ster) on the same terms
as in 2014.

Though this has gone
down well with the rank-

JOIN US!

For peace!
For justice!
For socialism!

| would like to join
the New Communist
Party....

| would like more
info about the NCP....

Send to NCP, PO Box
73, London SW11
2PQ.

and-file there’s simmer-
ings of dissent over the
draft agenda for the SNP’s
annual conference next
month over the absence
of any time to debate their
independence  strategy,
which is of course their
raison d’étre. Motions to
that effect have apparently
been blocked by HQ. In-
stead delegates are asked
to approve of new rules
to allow the SNP to expel
anyone who disagrees not
just with its aims or poli-
cies, but with its general
“direction” or “other ac-
tivities”.

One resolution wants
the party to help members
in isles who have trouble
travelling to the confer-
ence. To that we respect-
ably suggest: try building
some ferries. Another ad-
dresses the urgent ques-
tion of rules governing the
work of the party’s Finan-
cial Scrutiny, Audit and
Risk Committee, which
after Peter ‘Mr Sturgeon’
Murrell, is a case of shut-
ting the stable door af-
ter the horse has bolted.
There are also long-wind-
ed motions on the sort of
equality matters which
brought the SNP a great
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deal of grief in the past.
The Young Scots for
Independence urge the
grown-up SNP to give
themselves a pat on the
back for all the good work
they have been doing
while the London Branch
wants the party to be even
more enthusiastic about
the European Union. One
motion favours “stand-
ing together against the
far right, Islamophobia
and racism” while anoth-
er which actually seeks
to support self-confessed
Nazis, albeit those safely
faraway in Ukraine.

initiative

One crowd pleasing
initiative the SNP is work-
ing on is increasing the
GP walk-in centres which
are supposed to end the 8
am scramble for appoint-
ments. When they were
first announced the Roy-
al College of GPs were
sceptical and after the first
statistics suggested they
were little used the Brit-
ish Medical Association
opposed them as a waste
of money which would
be better spent on training
more doctors.

To mark the occasion
of John Swinney opening
the eleventh such cen-
tre and promising 40 by
2029 the Royal College
of Pharmacy Scotland,
the Chartered Society of
Physiotherapy  Scotland
and the Royal College
of General Practitioners
(RCGP) united to declare
the centres were an “ex-
pensive intervention” with
a “negligible impact” on
the NHS. They argue that
if more money is allocat-
ed to GP walk-in clinics in
the Programme for Gov-
ernment, the workforce
will “destabilise” as a re-
sult of primary care staff
working additional hours
to cover the centres.

consultation

The medics also com-
plain that the SNP made
the GP-walk in clinics
decision without consult-
ing medics. They point
out that existing walk-in
clinics in England were
closed or repurposed as
urgent treatment centres
due to lack of use. Apart
from staff being unable to
access medical records or
history they “often gener-
ated unnecessary health-
care consumption and du-
plication,” ministers were
told. Far from improving

health inequalities, they
make things worse with
people who are generally
healthier and more afflu-
ent using them to avoid
dealing with formidable
GP receptionists.

Instead, the colleges
say that the Programme
for Government must im-
prove appointment book-
ing systems. The Chair of
the RCGP Scotland, Dave
Provan said “as a GP, I am
as frustrated as patients
when difficulties arise in
accessing appointments.
Patients should be able to
see their trusted GP in a
timely way, and GPs are
committed to supporting
efforts that improve access
to care”.

Hear, hear. This corre-
spondent recently spent 19
minutes on hold before be-
ing told to phone the next
day for a chance to get an
appointment a week later.

Laura Wilson, director
for Scotland of the Roy-
al College of Pharmacy,
unsurprisingly says that
community  pharmacies
already provide a wide
range of walk-in services
for minor conditions and
that spending £7.5 million
on 1,200 local locations is
much better than the £36
million spent on 16 walk-
in GP centres. That is not
the point. The main thing
is that walk-in services
create the illusion of the
SNP doing something,
even if they are of little
value.

Controversy will be
the name of the game
when the SNP starts on its
plans to reduce the num-
ber of health boards. Their
bureaucrats are in the hab-
it of spending £134,000
of emergency funds refur-
bishing their offices (Glas-
gow & Clyde), burning re-
cords relating to a clumsy
brain surgeon (Dundee),
and wasting money on
unwinnable court cases
(Fife).

Labour’s health
spokesperson Jackie Bail-
lie said the 13 boards
should be reduced to
three, but the Liberal
Democrats have a point
when they warn that “this
is the wrong move. Many
communities, especially
those in more rural areas,
have already been failed
by the SNP’s obsession
with centralisation. Cut-
ting the number of health
boards will only make
things worse by giving
local people less control
over decisions that direct-
ly affect them”.
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We will remember them!

DENIS MOSKALEN-
KO, the Consul-Gen-
eral of the Russian
Federation in Edin-
burgh, honoured the
memory of the Arctic
convoy participants
last week by laying a
wreath at the mon-
ument dedicated to
them at Cove, in the
Scottish Highlands.

It was there, at Loch
Ewe, that convoys
bound for the Soviet
Union were assembled
between January 1942
and December 1944.

The Russian diplomat
also visited the Arctic
Convoy Museum in the
village of Aultbea, on
the shores of Loch Ewe,
and thanked the staff for
preserving the memo-
ry of the joint struggle
against Nazism during
the Second World War.
August 31st 1941
saw the arrival of the
first Arctic convoy
from Britain. It deliv-
ered 25,000 tonnes of
supplies to Arkhan-
gelsk and marked the
beginning of regular

shipments between the
USSR and the Allied
powers via the Arctic
route.

In total during the
Second World War
approximately 1,500
vessels, escorted by
warships, made the
journey to the Soviet
Union and back as part
of 78 Arctic convoys.
They delivered thou-
sands of aircraft and
tanks, other weaponry
and military hardware
as well as ammunition,
medical supplies, fuel,

strategically important
raw materials, and var-
ious supplies essential
for the nations of the
anti-Hitler coalition in
their fight against Nazi
Germany and its allies.

The participants
of the Arctic convoys
were true heroes. Car-
go delivery took place
under extreme weather
conditions with bitter-
ly cold temperatures,
gale-force winds, and
heavy snowfall, while
facing a constant threat
from the German navy
and air force. More than
3,000 sailors serving in
the Arctic convoys gave
their lives for the sake
of victory over Nazism.

REVIEW

by Ben Soton

Iran and The
Revolution by
Homa Katouzian
; Yale University
Press New
Haven and
London 2026,
352 pp,

illus; rrp:£20.

HOMA  KATOU-
ZIAN, an Irani-
an-born academic
who lives in Britain,
has written exten-
sively on Iranian
history. His latest
book covers the
Anglo-Soviet occu-
pation during the
Second World War,
the short-lived Mos-
sadegh government
of 1953; the Shah’s
‘White Revolution’
of the 1960s and
the 1979 revolution
which led to the es-
tablishment of to-
day’s Islamic Re-
public.

It starts in August
1941 with ‘Operation
Countenance’ and the
Anglo-Soviet inva-
sion of Iran. Its ob-
jective was to depose
the pro-German Reza
Shah and prevent the
Axis powers from
gaining a foothold in

lran and the revolution
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a highly strategic area
between British-dom-
inated Iraq and the
Soviet Union.

It then moves on
to 1953 and the pro-
gressive  Mossadegh
government’s nation-
alisation of the Brit-
ish-owned Anglo-Ira-
nian Oil Company.
Katouzian claims
that the communist
Tudeh Party opposed
Mossadegh; which is

not strictly true. Tu-
deh gave Mossade-
gh’s National Front
government  critical
backing and support-
ed the nationalisation
of Anglo-Iranian. But
he opposed Mossade-
gh’s bond scheme set
up to counter the im-
perialism  blockade
that followed. What
is staggering about
the book is its failure
to mention Opera-

tion Ajax. Operation
Ajax was planned
by Kermit Roosevelt
the CIA agent who,
with the help of MI6,
organised gangs of
armed thugs to bring
down Mossadegh and
replace him with the
Reza Shah’s son, a
willing tool of impe-
rialism. No study of
the period is complete
without mention of
this imperialist plot.
The new Shah con-
sidered himself an en-
lightened despot. And
in 1963 he embarked
on the ‘White Revo-
lution’— a modernisa-
tion programme that
included limited land
reform and improve-
ments to the position
of women. But being
an enlightened des-
pot is a contradiction
in terms.The White
Revolution raised
people’s expectations
without meeting them
and was opposed by
both the conservative
clergy and the left.
Revolutions  are
not one-day events;
they begin with the
overthrow of the old
regime and end with
the consolidation of
the new. The Russian
Revolution began in

1917 and came to an
end in the 1920s with
the Soviet victory in
the civil war. In the
case of this study the
Iranian ~ Revolution
started in January
1979 when the Shah
fled and ended in the
early 1980s by which
time the Islamic Re-
public had eradicated
internal opposition.

After a revolution
there is a period of
political  horse-trad-
ing with different
groups vying for
power. After the
Shah fled the country
in January 1979 Iran
saw the rise of radi-
cal Islamist, and left-
ist movements, while
moderates such as
Bazargan and Banisa-
dr (respectively Iran’s
new president and
prime-minister) vied
for high position.

upstage

The occupation of
the US Embassy by Is-
lamic students was an
attempt by Islamists
to upstage the left,
presenting themselves
as better anti-impe-
rialists. By 1982 the
the Islamists, led by
Ayatollah Khomeini,

were firmly in con-
trol. Most of the left,
including Tudeh, sup-
ported the Islamists
until they were su-
pressed.

The only excep-
tions were the Peo-
ples’ Fedayeen, an
armed resistance
group with links to
the  anti-revisionist
left — and the People’s
Mujahidin which
eventually turned to
the Americans for
support.

The author covers
the period since the
revolution in some
detail, however this
should arguably be
the subject of anoth-
er book. Katouzian
views Iranian society
in terms of state vs so-
ciety conflict with lit-
tle reference to class.

This puts him at
odds with Marxists
who would see the
Shah as a tool of the
pro-imperialist, com-
prador Iranian elite
with the Islamists act-
ing on behalf of the
national bourgeoisie,
the wealthy ‘bazari’
traders. Although
containing some use-
ful information the
book is most noted for
what it leaves out.
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Nepal flash-flood disaster —

a stark Warmng of climate change

by Hai Feng

ALMOST overnight
the China-Nepal
border became the
focus of the world.
The mudslide at the
China-Nepal border
on 26th August has
killed 734 people,
with 2,498 still miss-
ing. In Gyirong in
China’s autonomous
region of Xizang,
the modern name for
Tibet, the death toll
stood at 16, with 546
missing.

In a disaster, num-
bers are never ab-
stract. Behind every
death is a family bro-
ken apart. Behind
every missing person
are people still wait-
ing for news. Human
fragility before nature
has been laid bare.

But if this is read
only as an ordinary
mountain flood or
mudslide, the real
point would have
been missed. What
should alarm us is not
only the scale of the
damage, but where it
began.

According to find-
ings released by au-
thorities in Xizang a
glacier on the slope
of Mount Langtang
Lirung in Nepal col-
lapsed at an altitude
of about 5,200 me-
tres, triggering an ice-
rock avalanche. After
plunging from a high
altitude it scoured the
mountainside, formed
a massive debris flow.
and raced some 22
kilometres down the
valley toward Gyirong
Port. Over two-thirds
of a square kilometre
of the area was flat-
tened, including 27
buildings and related
facilities.

This was not a sur-
face disaster set off

by rain alone. It was
a chain reaction: gla-
cier failure, ice-rock
collapse, mountain-
side scouring, then a
mudslide that grew as
it ran. The disaster did
not start at the foot
of the mountain. It
started when high ice
came loose.

On 29th August
Taiwans China Times
published a com-
mentary, Nepal’s
flash floods warn that
Earth’s cryosphere is
collapsing, and made
a sobering claim: “the
catastrophe on the
China-Nepal bor-
der may not be a lo-
cal freak event, but a
warning that the plan-
et’s ice sphere is slip-
ping into instability”
What does a ‘loosen-
ing cryosphere’ mean?

In the long sweep
of Earths climate
change history, disas-
ters on this scale from
melting ice have hap-
pened before - over
the past 18,000 years
or so. Most came af-
ter the last ice age,
in the thaw that car-
ried the planet from
cold into warmth. By
about 6,000 years ago,
glaciers in the high
mountains and at high
latitudes had, on the
whole, steadied. That
is why humans came
to assume mountain
ice might shrink, but
slowly, and in ways we
could see coming.

That assump-
tion is breaking now.
What happened on
the southern rim of
the Qinghai-Xizang
Plateau was not an
ordinary melt event.
It was fracture, ice-
rock avalanche and
catastrophic run-off.
Under continued
global warming, some
high-mountain  fro-

zen systems once con-
sidered as relatively
stable may be nearing
a new tipping point.

History has al-
ready left this lesson.
The Great Lakes of
North America are
themselves a vast
left-over from the Ice
Age. About 14,000
years ago, as the cli-
mate warmed and ice
wasted away, meltwa-
ter poured south and
reworked the conti-
nents river systems.
About 12,000 years
ago the northern ice
lakes lurched again.
An ice dam failed, a
huge pulse of freshwa-
ter entered the North
Atlantic, changed
the density of seawa-
ter, disrupted deep-
ocean circulation and
helped bring on the
Younger Dryas cold
reversal.

The American
Wests Dry Falls and
“channelled scabland”
record an even more
violent kind of dis-
aster. About 15,000
years ago, ice dams

on Glac1a1 Lake Mis-
soula failed again and
again - 40 to 80 out-
burst floods in some
2,000 years. Peak dis-
charges ran several
times the combined
flow of all the world’s
rivers today. The land
was gouged; boulders
were carried far onto
the plains. They still
lie there, like a prehis-
toric alarm left on the
surface.

same fact

These stories sound
distant, but they point
to the same fact: when
the planet enters a
warming path, the
cryosphere does not
retreat gently or even-
ly. At certain nodes it
can fail suddenly, and
set off chain disasters
humanity cannot sur-
vive.

The China-Nepal
border disaster shows
a harsh reality. The
thin balance between
natural activities such
as high glaciers, fro-
zen ground, slope sta-

bility, extreme weath-
er and human activity
is giving way.

We used to think
disaster still stood a
little apart from mod-
ern life; that roads,
buildings and warning
systems would take
the blow; that “climate
change” meant heat,
drought, rain and ty-
phoons. This time the
disaster started deep
in the ice, fell from the
high peaks, tore down
the valleys and left a
port in ruins. Warm-
ing is not only a rising
number on a ther-
mometer. The plan-
et’s frozen systems are
loosening, and with
them the structure of
mountains and riv-
ers is being rewritten.
What should humans
do?

First, admit that
this is not one coun-
try’s issue. It is a
shared human risk.
The Earth is not a pile
of separate pieces; it
is one linked whole.
When high glaciers
fail, the shock doesn't

only affect nearby vil-
lages and travellers.
It hits cross-border
transport,  regional
water systems, eco-
logical security and,
more broadly, the or-
der in which humans
live.

Second, speed up a
shared, cross-border
system to watch and
warn for high-moun-
tain disasters. Glacier
fracture, glacial-lake
outburst and slope
collapse are high-in-
tensity chain events.
One country, one
agency, one discipline
is no longer enough.
Better remote sens-
ing, linked data and
joint rescue are what
buy time.

More  important
still, humans have to
look again at their
relationship with the
Earth. We cannot
enjoy the spread of
industrial  civilisa-
tion and pretend that
glaciers, oceans, per-
mafrost and forests
are someone else’s
business. “The world
shares the same cold
and heat” is already a
reality.

The mudslide on
the China-Nepal bor-
der is not only the
name of a disaster.
It is a blow from na-
ture itself. When the
cryosphere starts to
loosen,  mountains
and rivers do not stay
silent. When they
speak, humanity has
to learn to listen.

If this is treated
only as a stroke of bad
luck, and the plane-
tary alarm behind it
is ignored, then what
is buried in the mud
may not only be lives
and homes. It may
also be humanity’s last
remaining luck.

Global Times
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If Brazil falls all of
South America falls

by Hedelberto
Lopez Blanch

PRESIDENT  Luiz
Inacio ‘Lula’ da Silva
has been very clear
in understanding
the danger looming
over his country and
probably over Latin
America if the Unit-
ed States, through the
Brazilian far right,
manages to win the
presidential elections
scheduled for 4th Oc-
tober.

During a visit to the
Aramar Nuclear Indus-
trial Centre, Lula reaf-
firmed the importance
of preserving national
sovereignty as a fun-
damental pillar of the
country. He defended
international co-oper-
ation and the strength-
ening of multilater-
alism amidst threats
from the United States.

Lula insists that
“without sovereignty,
Brazil would not exist”
and that “a country of
such size cannot live
with its head down for
its entire life” —a direct
reference to the 50 per
cent tariffs imposed
by the United States
on products from the
South American giant.

As the general
elections in Brazil ap-
proach Donald Trump
has intensified his cam-
paign in favour of the
far-right candidate Fla-
vio Bolsonaro, whom
he received at the
White House in June,
saying that “it was a
pleasure to have such
a smart young man in
the Oval Office”. He
later posted two pho-
tos of another meeting
he held with Bolsonaro
on 26th May, a secret
encounter that had not
been publicised.

To bolster this Bol-
sonaro’s chances (he’s
the son of former pres-
ident Jair Bolsona-

President Lula.

ro), Trump decreed a
high tariff on Brazil-
ian products, with the
clear intention of dam-
aging the Brazilian
economy and denting
the mass support Lula
currently enjoys within
the country.

In the continua-
tion of that campaign,
the US administration
designated the Brazil-
ian groups PCC (First
Capital Command)
and Comando Vermel-
ho (Red Commando)
as terrorist organisa-
tions, a step Bolsonaro
requested when he met
Trump and which Lula
rejected, as it “could
open the door to a US
military intervention”
in his country.

Another ploy re-
jected by Brasilia
was the approval of
Trump’s nominee as
ambassador to Brazil,
Daniel Pérez, a Re-
publican Congressman
from Florida close to

Trump’s foreign minis-
ter, Marco Rubio. The
response was that this
would only be done af-
ter the elections, since
the United States had
gone a year and a half
without an ambassador
in the country.

Brazil’s nationalist
government also faces
a strong disinformation
campaign in all the he-
gemonic media outlets
that try to denigrate
the progress achieved
in the South American
giant in recent years.

constructive

In order to guaran-
tee global stability and
strengthen the coun-
try’s position on the in-
ternational stage, Lula
has adopted a con-
structive stance, which
was confirmed in a
recent telephone con-
versation with Trump
to try to smooth things
over.

Protest against Jair Bolsonaro.

Among the achieve-
ments of his govern-
ment are the diversifi-
cation of trade relations
through expanded co-
operation with BRICS
and the Asia-Pacific
countries; reducing the
importance of the dol-
lar in world trade and
promoting the creation
of alternative payment
systems.

Regarding the econ-
omy and social policy,
Brazil was removed
from the UN World
Hunger Map; there was
a marked decrease in
poverty and extreme
poverty: 8.7 million
people were lifted out
of poverty and 3.1 mil-
lion out of extreme pov-
erty.

End of the year GDP
growth is estimated at
2.4 per cent. The unem-
ployment rate is now
one of the lowest in
history at 5.3 per cent.
Exports have also in-
creased and the lowest
inflation rate in recent
years was achieved at
4.24 per cent.

But Lula, with his
long political history
and experience in pres-
idential administration,
understands that in the
upcoming elections not
only Brazil, but all of
Latin America’s inde-
pendence is at stake due
to the political and eco-
nomic ambitions of the
United States, which
seeks to dominate and
colonise the entire con-
tinent.

That is why Lula’s
recent statements on
the matter have been
scathing: “It is sover-
eignty that brought us
freedom and independ-
ence...sovereignty  is
the authority a people
has over its own desti-
ny; for us, it is the right
to build a free, just, and
equitable society”.

Resumen Latinoamericano

Euronews,
Stalin and the
falsification
of History

EURONEWS TV’s
report on the 85th
anniversary of the
deportation of Sovi-
et Germans is a text-
book example of how
anti-communist his-
tory is framed in con-
temporary Europe.

The method is sim-
ple: place Stalin in the
dock, reduce Soviet
power to “persecution”
and push the decisive
historical fact — Nazi
Germany’s war of an-
nihilation against the
USSR - into the back-
ground.

The ideological
slant is obvious from
the start. Euronews
describes the 1939 So-
viet-German non-ag-
gression pact as a
period of “close coop-
eration” between Nazi
Germany and the So-
viet Union. But where
is Munich?

In September 1938,
Britain and France
signed the Munich
Agreement with Hitler
and Mussolini, sacrific-
ing Czechoslovakia’s
Sudetenland almost a
year before the Molo-
tov-Ribbentrop  Pact.
To isolate Soviet di-
plomacy from Munich,
appeasement and the
collapse of collective
security is not neutral
history. It is political se-
lection.

By August 1941,
however, the central
reality was no longer
diplomacy but surviv-
al. Nazi Germany had
invaded the Soviet
Union in a genocidal
war aimed at destroy-
ing the socialist state,
colonising its territory
and annihilating those
regarded as racial and
political enemies. So-
viet wartime security
measures cannot be
torn out of that context
and presented as arbi-
trary acts floating in a

vacuum.Yet that is pre-
cisely what Euronews
does. The Nazi inva-
sion becomes back-
ground scenery. Stalin
becomes the story.

And this framing
closely mirrors the
broader politics of his-
torical memory pro-
moted by major institu-
tions of the European
Union. The European
Parliament has repeat-
edly placed Nazism
and communism under
a common “totalitarian”
framework and, in its
2019 resolution on Eu-
ropean remembrance,
explicitly treated the
Molotov-Ribbentrop
Pact as the immediate
trigger of the Second
World War.

Euronews is not
an institution of the
European Union, and
it should not be de-
scribed as one. But on
this question it repro-
duces almost perfectly
a historical narrative
that has become deep-
ly entrenched in official
European memory pol-
itics: Stalin permanent-
ly on trial, socialism
reduced to repression,
and the Soviet Union’s
decisive role in smash-
ing Nazism pushed
further and further into
the background.

The result is a gro-
tesque inversion. Nazi
Germany invades the
USSR, but the moral
spotlight falls on Sta-
lin. Western appease-
ment is contextualised;
Soviet diplomacy is
criminalised. The so-
cialist state that bore
the main burden of
defeating Hitler is ret-
rospectively placed on
the same moral plane
as the regime that in-
vaded it. That isn’'t se-
rious historical inquiry.
It is hideous anti-com-
munism dressed up as
journalism.

IDoC
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