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Oil price soars amid

by our Arab Affairs
correspondent

Iranian air-defences are on red
alert as Trump mouths off his
usual threats and Brent crude
tops $100 on the spot oil market
amid fears that a new round of
all-out fighting is imminent in
the Middle East. The cease-fire
in Lebanon has collapsed as
Israeli troops battle to extend
their control of their northern
borderlands and create a new
‘buffer zone’ on Lebanese ter-
ritory. And in a renewed call
for peace, UN chief Antonio
Guterres warns that the conse-
quences of the war in Iran and
regional instability are growing
“dramatically worse with each
passing hour”.

Two months into the Amer-
ican-Israeli war on Iran and the
Persian Gulf remains closed. The
Trump truce has halted the war
in the air for the moment but the
double-blockade of the Persian
Gulf continues. The struggle
between Iranian patrol boats and
American warships for control
of the Strait of Hormuz that is
choking-off over 20 per cent of
the world’s oil and gas supplies
has sent global energy prices
surging and heightened concerns
about the risks of a new world-
wide slump.
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Pezeshkian says the Ameri-
can blockade of Iranian ports
amounts to an “extension of mil-
itary operations” by Washington
and is “intolerable”. Trump says
“we might need” to resume fight-
ing adding that “nobody knows
what the talks are except myself
and a couple of other people”.
And unusually for Trump, he’s
actually telling the truth this time.

Although the second round of
peace talks in Pakistan collapsed
before they even took place,
secret exchanges between the
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Americans and the Iranians con-
tinue through the good offices of
Pakistani mediators. But it’s clear
from leaks to the Arab media that
the stumbling blocks that led to
the break-down in negotiations
are entirely down to the Amer-
icans who are insisting that the
Iranians abandon their nuclear
research programme before any
talk about lifting the crippling
sanctions regime on the Islamic
Republic can begin.
Meanwhile, Israeli naval
forces have seized Gaza aid flo-
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May Day shut-down

Our volunteers are taking a well-
earned rest for the first week of
May.

The last issue of the New Worker
before our break will be pub-
lished on Friday 1**May. We will
be back on Friday 15" May.

Make a donation
to the New Worker
(Pleckbond Ltd) today
via your smartphone by
scanning this QR code:

tilla ships in international waters
off the coast of Crete. Some 20
small vessels, part of the Su-
mud Aid Flotilla, were stopped
and boarded by Israeli marines
last week. The flotilla set sail
two weeks ago, with a total of
58 vessels joining from Spain,
France and Italy, aiming to break
Israel’s blockade of Gaza. The
remaining 36 boats remain close
to Crete’s southern coast. The
Israeli raid was naturally backed
by the USA, which dismissed
the aid flotilla as a “meaningless
political stunt”.

Flotilla organisers said the
seizure of the aid ships, and the
detention of 175 campaigners on
board, reflects an expansion of

new war fears!

the “policy of impunity” enjoyed
by Israel. “This is an act of piracy
and illegal detention on the high
seas,” the Global Sumud Flotilla
said. “The incident demonstrates
that occupation forces can op-
erate with total impunity, far
beyond their borders, and without
facing any consequences.” Most
of the activists have now been
released but two were taken to
Israel for further questioning.

The Global Sumud Flotilla
was established with the goal
of breaking the blockade on the
Gaza Strip, delivering aid to
its residents and raising global
awareness of the catastrophic
humanitarian situation under
Israeli occupation.

This week’s tally came to £1,110, boosted by a £500 contribution to the fighting
fund from a comrade in the West Country and other donations that included
£100 from a Staffordshire supporter and £26 in coins saved by a Brixton
pensioner to help keep us going. The grand total for April was £3,018 — sadly
well short of our £3,500 target for the month. Hopefully we can make up for
it in May — we certainly need to keep our suppliers happy!

War abroad and austerity at home. That’s all Labour and the rest of the
parliamentary pack have to offer us these days. Millions eke out a miserable
existence on benefits or bread-line wages while corrupt politicians and the
rich parasites they serve flaunt their wealth without fear of retribution. These
high castes think their rule will last forever. We must prove them wrong.

Our paper is the only communist weekly in Britain. Help us counter the lies
of the bourgeois media that are rammed down our throats every day. Stand
by the people’s democracies and the rest of the Global South. Stand by the
Cubans, Palestinians and Iranians defending themselves against imperialist
aggression. Campaign for national liberation and peace. Get the communist
answer to the capitalist crisis heard on the street.

You can help! Your contribution, big or small, counts! All donations help
keep our presses rolling. Please send your donation to: New Worker Fund,
PO Box 73, London SW11 2PQ. Cheques and postal orders should be made
payable to the ‘New Worker’.

To save a stamp you can also use your credit or debit card to send contri-
butions here:

http://newworker.org/ncpcentral/fightingfund.html
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The spirit of May Day

May Day is workers’ day — but its origins go back to the
rituals of hallowed antiquity. Long before the emergence
of trade unions, May Day was a spring festival dedicated
to the spirits that people thought controlled the destinies of
humanity. Houses were decorated with green branches and
peasants picked a ‘May King and Queen’, believing this
would magically bring about a good harvest and prosperity.

Nowadays it’s a time to remember past struggles and achieve-
ments and look forward to the bright red future still to come.
From the big parades in the people’s democracies to the rallies in
Europe and throughout the Global South, May Day is celebrated
to honour the generations that have gone before us and to look
to the future with confidence and determination.

We recall the fight for the eight-hour day and the strikes in the
USA on May Day 1886 that ended in the murder of six strikers by
the police in Chicago, and the deaths of seven police the next day
when a bomb exploded during a protest in the city’s Haymarket
Square. Eight union leaders were arrested on trumped-up charges
and four were later hanged.

In 1889 the First International, the International Working
Men’s Association, declared May Day an international work-
ing-class holiday to commemorate the Haymarket Martyrs and
the Red Flag, representing the blood of working class martyrs
— the martyred dead of Labour’s anthem — was adopted as the
international symbol of working people.

Lenin’s May Day was a call to action. He said: “May Day
is coming, the day when the workers of all lands celebrate their
awakening to a class-conscious life, their solidarity in the struggle
against all coercion and oppression of man by man, the struggle
to free the toiling millions from hunger, poverty, and humiliation.
Two worlds stand facing each other in this great struggle: the
world of capital and the world of labour, the world of exploitation
and slavery and the world of brotherhood and freedom.

“On one side stand the handful of rich blood-suckers. They
have seized the factories and mills, the tools and machinery,
have turned millions of acres of land and mountains of money
into their private property. They have made the government and
the army their servants, faithful watchdogs of the wealth they
have amassed.

“On the other side stand the millions of the disinherited.
They are forced to beg the moneybags for permission to work
for them. By their labour they create all wealth; yet all their lives
long they have to struggle for a crust of bread, beg for work as
for charity, sap their strength and health by back-breaking toil,
and starve in hovels in the villages or in the cellars and garrets
of the big cities.

“But now these disinherited toilers have declared war on the
moneybags and exploiters. The workers of all lands are fighting
to free labour from wage slavery, from poverty and want. They
are fighting for a system of society where the wealth created
by the common labour will go to benefit, not a handful of rich
men, but all those who work. They want to make the land and
the factories, mills, and machines the common property of all
toilers. They want to do away with the division into rich and poor,
want the fruits of labour to go to the labourers themselves, and all
the achievements of the human mind, all improvements in ways
of working, to improve the lot of the man who works, and not
serve as a means of oppressing him.” Let us all follow in Lenin’s
footsteps to build a better tomorrow for the generations to come.

Mistrust shadows the
‘special relationship’

by
Li Guanjie

King Charles III and Queen
Camilla began their four-day
state visit to the USA on Mon-
day. Many analysts believe
the King’s visit carries a ‘spe-
cial mission’ to mend ties and
bridge growing rifts. As their
strategic trajectories diverge,
the friction within the An-
glo-American alliance is be-
coming increasingly visible.

Currently, the ‘special re-
lationship’ between the two
countries is clouded by an intense
sense of mutual distrust. This
uncertainty has been further ex-
acerbated by signals from Wash-
ington regarding the Falkland
Islands (known as Las Malvinas
in Argentina). Reports suggest
the Pentagon is advising the ad-
ministration to rethink its stance
on the islands as a retaliation
for Britain’s perceived inaction
during the US-Israeli military op-
eration against Iran. Meanwhile,
the State Department stated that
the USA remains “neutral” on the
issue of the sovereignty of those
islands. What may seem like a
simple diplomatic manceuvre
by Washington exerts immense
pressure on London.

Externally, this implies that
Britain’s claims over its overseas
territories could face serious
challenges. As more former colo-
nies move to distance themselves
from London, it finds itself with
little moral high ground and
dwindling leverage due to its
declining ‘hard power’. Beyond
the Falklands, disputes over the
Chagos Islands and Gibraltar re-
main unresolved. Historically, the
USA supported or tacitly accept-
ed the British position on these
matters. If Washington shifts
toward ambiguity or withdraws
its support, the UK will lose its
primary diplomatic pillar.

Domestically, US pressure
could have unintended conse-
quences for Britain’s political
and governance structures. Since
the Keir Starmer administration
took office, fluctuations in US
foreign policy and domestic po-
litical volatility have repeatedly
sent shock-waves through British

politics. London has already been
grappling with discordant voices
from Scotland and Northern
Ireland. But the scars of Brexit,
combined with current economic
hardships, have deepened the
crisis of governance. This ex-
plains the fierce, unified reaction
from across the British political
spectrum, with the ruling Labour
Party, the Conservative opposi-
tion and Reform UK all standing
firm on this issue.

The motivation behind Amer-
ican pressure is clear: the ‘instru-
mentalisation’ of alliances. The
current US government’s foreign
policy logic has undergone a seis-
mic shift, re-balancing strategic
priorities while demanding that
regional allies shoulder more of
the burden. From Washington’s
perspective, a ‘special relation-
ship’ should imply that the UK
is tethered to US global strategy,
offering ‘unconditional’ support.

Britain however, is currently
caught in an awkward position
between the EU and the USA,
hampered by a sluggish economy
and limited military capacity.
In 2025, the UK’s GDP growth
was a mere 1.4 per cent, and its
defence spending gap reached
£28 billion. Such conditions are
simply insufficient to support a
global strategy that aligns with
US ambitions. Consequently,
since the onset of the Ameri-
can-Israeli military operation
against Iran, Prime Minister
Starmer has repeatedly stated
that Britain should not be dragged
into war, offering no concrete
commitments to those calling

for increased defence spending.

The volatility of the UK-USA
alliance highlights the fundamen-
tal asymmetry of the ‘special
relationship’. The American
stance on the Falklands serves
as a case in point: Washington is
using a core interest of its ally as a
tool for discipline. While Britain
is reluctant to follow America
blindly out of national interest,
it remains tethered to Washington
for those very same interests. The
current state of the relationship is
best described as an ‘entangled
mess’ that is increasingly difficult
to untangle.

The current UK-USA tension
reflects a clash of two paths: the
USA seeks to reshape global he-
gemony via unilateralism, while
the UK pursues national and
regional interests and upholds
its influence within the existing
international order. In the short
term, these two paths are unlikely
to converge. King Charles’s visit
may clear up some misunder-
standings, yet it cannot bridge
their fundamental strategic di-
vergence. Given the two gov-
ernments’ starkly different styles,
leadership changes on either side
may trigger sharp policy shifts.
Whether the alliance can return
to its former track remains to be
seen — and at present, this pros-
pect looks increasingly remote.

The author is a research fellow at the
Shanghai Academy of Global Gover-
nance and Area Studies at Shanghai
International Studies University.

Global Times
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New bid to
ban Palestine
marches

by New Worker
correspondent

“I am absolutely horrified by
the appalling attack on two
Jewish Londoners,” said Jere-
my Corbyn on hearing the news
that two Jews had been stabbed
in an apparently anti-Semitic
attack in Golders Green. The
Metropolitan Police have now
detained a man with a “history
of serious violence and mental
health issues”. The suspect in
the double stabbing has been
identified as a British national
who was born in Somalia and
came to the UK legally in the
1990s.

Corbyn, the former Labour
leader who now heads the In-
dependent Alliance bloc in the
House of Commons, said: “My
thoughts are with the victims,
their loved ones and Jewish com-
munities across the UK. We must
stand united against racist attacks
— and defend a society that em-
braces the common humanity of
us all.” But attempts by others to
connect a series of anti-Semitic
attacks in north London with
the marches in solidarity with
Palestine are false.

The Stop the War Coalition
has been proud to be part of
organising these mass march-
es in support of the people of
Gaza and against the genocide
of the Israeli government. In a
statement issued this week, the
anti-war movement said: “We
have campaigned for justice for
Palestine since our founding 25
years ago, because we recognise
that this question is inextricably
linked to the wars throughout
the Middle East which continue
today in Iran and Lebanon.

“We believe that the state-
ments by Jonathan Hall KC,
suggesting that the Palestine
marches should be subject to
a ‘moratorium’ because of the
series of anti-Semitic attacks in
North London, are unacceptable.

“We condemn unequivocally
these attacks, as we do all forms
of anti-Semitism and racism. No
one should be attacked for their
race or religion.

“However, the attempts by
Hall, sections of the media and
some politicians to connect such
attacks with the Palestine march-
es are wrong. Our marches are
against the treatment of the Pal-
estinians in Gaza, against the
killing of up to 200,000 people
in the past two and a half years,
the destruction of most of the
Gaza Strip, and the targeting of
hospitals and other civilian sites.
They are in protest at the role of
the Israeli government, and the
complicity of the British govern-
ment in these attacks.

“These marches are support-
ed by many Jewish people who
attend. They are not the ‘hate
marches’ described by right-
wing politicians but expressions
of solidarity and support for
those under attack. The aims to
criminalise the protests, which
reflect majority public opinion
in this country, or worse to con-
nect them with racist or terrorist
attacks being carried out against
Jewish people, are scurrilous and

should be rejected. They appear
to be part of a wider agenda to
clamp down on protest more
generally, and to limit our rights.
In a democracy, we have the right

to peaceful protest and we will
continue to exercise it. We will
be marching on 16" May for the
Nakba.”

Birmingham
council cave in
over bin strike

by New Worker
correspondent

It looks like the long-running
strike by Birmingham bin
workers is, at last, drawing to
a close. This is the strike that
began on 11" March of last
year, long enough to earn its
own Wikipedia page.

On Monday, Unite the union
declared victory saying that a
statement by the leader of Bir-
mingham City Council (BCC)
was a vindication of the bin
workers’ struggle for a decent
deal that demonstrated the power
of workers backed by their union
to resist effective pay cuts of up
to £8,000.

At the same time, the union
declared that: “It is an absolute
abhorrence that this deal has been
blocked not just once but twice
by unelected unaccountable
commissioners and officers at
Birmingham City Council, who
enjoy eye watering pay packets

a/8

Justice for Palestine

United against Tommy
Robinson & the far right
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and no consequence for their
actions.” These “unaccountable
commissioners” were imposed
in Autumn 2023, when BCC
issued a section 114 notice, the
local government equivalent of
bankruptcy. This stopped all fu-
ture spending except on statutory
services, which BCC said was
essential to get to a sound finan-
cial footing. The bankruptcy was
blamed on equal pay liabilities
and a disastrous attempt to unify
its IT systems, but as is the norm
in such cases nobody mentions
the crippling interest payments
local authorities must pay, which
means councils pay several times
over for buildings. Unite and
GMB both claimed BCC'’s esti-
mates of the cost of the equal pay
dispute were far too high.

BCC emerged from ‘bank-
ruptcy’ in February after raising
the council tax by 17.5 per cent
and selling off £750 million
worth of assets. Unite fears the
deal will be frustrated by the
commissioners but welcomed
the good faith of the council
leader. Cynics noted this came
just before the local elections.
Reform, Tory, Liberal Democrat
and Green Party councillors all
united to deplore the timing of the
announcement, with a Green say-
ing: “Labour could have resolved
this strike months ago, saving
misery and millions of pounds.”

The dispute saw claims that
the limited service during the
dispute focused on the city’s posh
areas, and saw injunctions taken
out against mass pickets that
were supported by many trade
union general secretaries. Unite
reduced its affiliation to Labour
by £580,000 because of the dis-
pute. Among the organisations
BCC attempted to use to break
the strike was neighbouring Cov-
entry council’s wholly owned
company Tom White Waste,
which was briefly being sub-con-
tracted to Birmingham council to
collect household rubbish. The
council claimed the dispute cost
it £34 million.

Others expressed doubts
about the deal (which still has to
be voted upon by the 300 work-
ers). Unite’s press release was un-
usually short on details and made
no mention of the £8,000, which
Unite said affected 170 workers
when BCC sought to abolish
the grade of Waste Recycling
and Collection Officer, which it

continued on page 4...
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...continued from page 3

claims no other council has.

Onay Kasab, Unite’s national
lead officer, said the offer would
include compensation of £16,000
for workers, which will now in-
clude compensation for drivers.

Reading between the lines,
it means that they will get a
two-year ‘cushion’ against the
impacts of job evaluation pro-
cesses, rather than the six months
originally promised. In addition,
agency workers who joined the
strike will be offered a path to
permanent employment, disci-
plinary issues will be quashed,
and for pension purposes the
dispute will be treated as autho-
rised absence.

Local government staff are
not among the best-paid workers.
In March, local government boss-
es offered a 3.3 per cent pay offer
to local government workers in
England, Wales and Northern Ire-
land, well short of the demands
submitted by unions.

Unison rejected this last
month, but what action they will
take remains to be seen. The
claim by the main unions for
2026/27 was for an increase of at
least £3,000 or 10 per cent which-
ever is greater, with a minimum
of £15 per hour for all staff, a
two-hour reduction in the work-
ing week and an increase of one
day annual leave. No mention of
the non-pay elements was made
in the bosses’ offer.

Unite has also denounced the
offer, deploring the fact that it
was presented as “full and final”

by the national employers with-
out any meaningful negotiation
with Unite or its sister unions,
adding that it was a real-terms
pay cut.

Sharon Graham said that:
“Council workers must no lon-
ger be penalised for a crisis not
of their making. Austerity is a
political choice and the national
employers must change tack and
invest in frontline public sector
workers.”

Further down the Unite food
chain, national officer for local
authorities Clare Keogh added:
“This is a disappointing offer
which falls far short of our pay
claim and is yet another real
terms pay cut. To add insult to
injury local authority workers
will be angry that the national
employers have refused to mean-
ingfully negotiate on all aspects
of the workers’ claim.”

Both unions note that cuts
to council services and budgets
have resulted in local government
workers enduring a real-terms
pay cut of 30 per cent since 2010
and complain the low wages
make recruitment and retention
difficult.

This will be a test for new
Unison general secretary Angela
Egan, who was elected, albeit
on a very low turnout, to reject
the right-wing incumbent who
was seen as far too close to
the Labour Government. With
Unite’s Sharon Graham facing
a similar contest later this year,
it is possible we might see some
more action than normal from the
bureaucrats who run our unions.

China leads the
way

by New Worker
correspondent

Andy Brooks joined other Brit-
ish communist leaders and soli-
darity campaigners in welcom-
ing a senior Chinese delegation
to London at a meeting chaired
by China’s ambassador, Zheng
Zeguang, at the Chinese embas-
sy last week.

The five-strong delegation
was led by Ma Jiantang, a mem-
ber of the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of China
who also sits on the Stand-
ing Committee of the Chinese
People’s Political Consultative
Conference (CPPCC) that plays a
central part in the communist-led
work of the United Front of
China.

At the embassy the NCP
leader, together with Alex Gor-
don of the CPB and Ranjeet
Brar from the CPGB-ML along
with a number of long-standing
friendship activists, were briefed
on China’s efforts to expand
domestic demand and promote
high-quality development under
the 15" Five-Year Plan, which
began this year.

In the discussion Andy
Brooks said: “The success of the
Chinese revolution, led by the
Communist Party of China, is one
of the greatest achievements of
humanity. The communists were
the only force capable of building

* Ma Jiantang and Zheng Zeguang at the meeting,

the broad front in the struggle
against Japanese aggression.
They were the only ones able
to unite China’s millions in the
struggle against the landlords and
exploiters during the civil war
that ended with the establishment
of the people’s government in
1949.

“Since then we’ve seen an
amazing transformation of a
country which was the poorest
in the world to a prosperous
pillar of the Global South that
is paving the way forward in the
21 Century.

“There may only be one
road to people’s power but there
are many roads along the way
of socialist construction. Chi-

nese-style socialism, based on
the experience of generations of
struggle, is one of them.”

During their stay in London
Ma Jiantang and his delegation
also held discussions with gov-
ernment, business and academic
circles as well as representatives
of leading UK media outlets.

Make a donation
to the New Worker
(Pleckbond Ltd) today via your
smartphone by scanning this
QR code:

20 years ago
this week

in the New Worker

28™ April 2006

UNIONS REPRESENTING the 2,300 workers
employed at the Peugeot-Citroen factory at Ryton
in Coventry last week warned the company that
they would not “go quietly” — and the French
unions representing Peugeot workers in France are
supporting the fight to keep Ryton open.

Transport and General Workers’ Union general
secretary Tony Woodley said it was “another nail in the

coffin” of Britain's car industry.

“Make no mistake,” he said, “we will be looking, as a

matter of urgency, to explore with the company as well
as with ministers ways to have this decision reversed.

“We warned the Government three years ago that the
labour laws in this country which allowed people to be
sacked and plants closed cheaply, quickly and easily
needed to be tightened up.

“It is astonishing that this company has given only the
bare minimum notice to sack 2,300 people. They may
be staying within the basic requirements of British law,
but their action is absent of any social responsibility.”

Derek Simpson, general secretary of Amicus, which
represents the engineers at Ryton, also attacked labour
laws in Britain that make it easy and cheap to sack
workers here.

Simpson countered claims from Trade and Industry
Secretary Alan Johnson that it is not easier to sack

British workers than their French counterparts.

He gave ten reasons why it is harder to sack a French

worker than a British one, including: There is a notice
period for redundancies of up to five months in France
compared with three in Britain. In France, where more
than 50 employees are at risk the employer has to
propose a social compensation plan and provide that to
the unions. The social plan is likely to address internal
redeployment, retraining, relocation packages and re-
employment of spouses and partners. The employer is
obliged to listen and to study suggestions from unions
for mitigating the losses. No such obligations exist in
Britain.

On average in France, it costs £100,000 to make a
worker redundant. In Britain, the maximum allowed
for statutory redundancy is £5,000 for 20 years’
service. In France, the works committee may appoint
an accountant, paid for by the employer, to produce a
report to possibly challenge the company s decision in
court. Detailed information must be provided to the
Government, who will check the employer has complied
with all the obligations.
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Looking For Djinns: A Russian

by Dimitri Kosyrev

A Russo-Indian movie seems
to be the star of the ongoing
48™ Moscow International
Film festival.

Festivals are not exactly
about revenues they are about
art of the highest degree. You
should not expect any com-
mercial impact from the Songs
of Djinns by Roman Mikhai-
lov, here we rather have a
challenge to the whole film
industry —a matter of envy and
delight for professionals rather
than for the wider public.

That phenomenon is well
known in all kinds of arts.
There was a man in imperial
Austria at the end of the 18"
Century who was called a
composer’s composer, defi-
nitely not a darling of the
masses. His name was An-
tonio Salieri, and each time
his works were played for a
narrow circle of music pro-
fessionals, they got envious
while saying something like
“what he does is impossi-
ble”. Salieri’s contemporary,
Mozart, was getting applause
and money from the widest
possible public, but it was
Salieri who laid the path to
the music of the 19" Century
since he was tutoring (often
for free) most of the stars of
that century, such as Schubert,
Beethoven and others.

Roman Mikhailov is al-
ways getting audiences packed
by film professionals, as well
as by the most sophisticated
public in Moscow, and that’s
exactly what happened this
time in the capital with his
yet another Indian movie, shot
mostly in Goa and Varanasi.
Simply speaking, it’s about
Russians lost in their search
for the meaning of life and
finding some of that meaning
in India — where else!

Djinns or genies, call them
what you will — it’s a com-
plicated subject. Not exactly
Indian spirits, these. They are
rather the product of the Ara-
bian deserts with its dancing
sand devils. But a film, like a

good book, is able to transfer
magical creatures to places
they did not originally come
from.

The djinns in this film
are, simply speaking, making
music. Mikhailov says that the
music in his new work took a
whole year to compose. It’s a
mix of everything, including
Bach’s instrumental pieces.
You may even say, the actors
on the screen are simply illus-
trating the music, or maybe
even acting the music if you
know what I mean. You may
also say that the whole film is
a dialogue of actors with the
djinns, the latter speaking in
melodies and strange sounds.

It’s not only the Russian
film-making professionals
who avidly follow Roman
Mikhailov’s career. In fact, his
career has seriously shifted to
India. And so, there is Manas-
vi Mamgai, the beauty queen,
playing in the Songs of Djinns
as well as Vyom Yadav, Disha
Thakur and Rajat Sukhija.

What we have here is quite
a phenomenon but not exact-
ly a unique one. There have

producer returns to India

* Roman Mikhaylov with the cast and crew at the festival

always been that thing called
the art-house movies, meant
for the selected few but pow-
erfully driving the art of cin-
ema to the new heights. The
most famous case is probably
Federico Fellini in Italy of the
1950s—1970s, being probably
the most influential film-mak-
ers of all times.

But there also was Russia’s
Andrei Tarkovsky of Solaris
fame, making his Fellini-style
masterpieces slightly later.
And it’s small wonder that Ro-
man Mikhailov was showing
Tarkovsky’s films to his Indi-
an team, simply to show the
end product being envisaged.

Hard to explain what kind
of film it is, I mean Mikhai-
lov’s not Tarkovsky’s. The
action is slow if not outright
absent. It’s a bit like a good
raga, which first immerses
you in a world of its own
and then tells you something
important that you could not
comprehend in haste. What [
like best in Mikhailov’s work
is the light. The maestro has
been explaining often enough
that seeing things in a special

light makes you understand
them. So, it’s always a shock
to watch his golden or ag-
gressively red light breaking
through dust or mist, from
where a djinn may emerge any
moment.

Here we are talking about
a rare case of an absolute
genius. A genius is, simply
speaking, a lavish excess of
nature, a person with amazing
gifts of the Divine. Roman
Mikhailov got himself interna-
tionally famous as a mathema-
tician. I’'m not even trying to
explain what mathematicians
are doing these days and why
their work is raising humanity
to the new heights. I’'m only
stating the fact that Mikhailov
is a Doctor of Mathematics, a
Russian Academy professor
and a laureate or a member of
the team of several world-fa-
mous universities, Princeton
included. And then, in 2022,
at the age of 44, this world-fa-
mous guru of mathematics
suddenly announces that he
is over with science.

The reason was, he began
to like his writing rather than

figures. A list of his published
novels and collections of short
stories numbers nine items.
Again, none of these is a case
of easy reading. And that’s not
exactly something that you
would call a novel, as in some
imaginary people’s life stories
clashing with each other. Here
we have something else, an
author’s monologue, with
sudden lurches into anything
thinkable.

Mikhailov’s prose has been
noticed and admired by some
literature professionals, the
man collected several literary
prizes. Then theatre directors
took interest, and some of
Mikhailov’s books became
plays/ Twenty-nine is the
number of these staged in
Moscow and other places,
so far. At first the directors
made these plays themselves,
then the author began to take
interest in the process. He
started writing scripts himself.
Then he had to explain things
to actors, and, hence, only
a tiny step remained to film
production. He’s now made
nine films, with the tenth in
the pipeline.

Mikhailov went back to
India almost immediately
after his djinns hit the screen
in Moscow. A new film, ten-
tatively called While Heaven
Watches, is in the making
there.

The film industry is a thing
as strange as any other art. It
needs money. It loves money
and so it makes simple and
dumb films to touch the least
sophisticated audiences. Then
generations change and the
next one wants something
else, totally new and unex-
pected. Hence come the times
for mavericks with audiences
that only number thousands,
not millions. Looks like such
change is coming now.

What nations can produce
a global change in the world of
films? Here you have to look
at who came to the Moscow
festival. Plenty of Koreans
and Chinese, some Central

continued on page 6...
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...continued from page 5

Asians and Americans
(yes, there are good

films in the USA too).
But, in general, it is
the non-Western film

world getting together
and making miracles,
maybe with the help

of the djinns hovering
in Mikhailov’s golden
light!

Dmitry Kosyrev is a Russian
writer, the author of spy nov-
els and short stories. He also

wrote columns for the Pioneer
and Firstpost.com
Sputnik India

by Vijay Prashad

Hungary’s April 2026
parliamentary elec-
tions ended Viktor Or-
ban’s 16-year rule and
brought Péter Magyar
to power with a two-
thirds parliamentary
majority. Instantly, the
Western media began
to celebrate the victory
as a democratic turn-
ing point, indicating
that Magyar, unlike
Orban, was cosy with
the European Union.
Yet, beneath the cel-
ebratory rhetoric of
democratic renewal lies
a more sober reality.
What has occurred is
not a rupture with the
political trajectory of
the post-communist
period in Hungary,
but a reconfiguration
within the right-wing
bloc itself. The victory
of Magyar, a political
insider of Orban’s sys-
tem, represents a shift
in personnel and style
rather than a transfor-
mation of the underly-
ing ideological terrain.

To understand the
meaning of Magyar’s
ascent, it is necessary to
revisit the arc of Hun-
garian politics since the
collapse of socialism
in 1989. The transition
from socialist policies
to capitalism did not
yield social stability.
Instead, the enforced
privatisation and the
hollowing out of public
institutions dramatical-
ly increased inequality.
Unemployment, previ-
ously unknown, surged
to around 14 per cent,
inflation climbed above
30 per cent, and over a
third of the population

was pushed below sub-
sistence levels, while
inequality rose sharply
from one of the lowest
levels in Europe. The
former communists re-
constituted themselves
as the Hungarian So-
cialist Party (MSZP),
which abandoned the
policies of the left and
became the defenders
of the market liberali-
sation system. Winning
the elections in 1994,
the MSZP’s Finance
Minister Lajos Bokros
accelerated neo-liber-
al reforms through the
Bokros Package of aus-
terity, mass privatisa-
tions and cuts to social
spending. This alien-
ated large sections of
the MSZP’s traditional
working-class base and
sent them in search of a
home in the newly ag-
gressive nationalist and
conservative forces.
Orban, once a liberal
anti-Communist youth
leader, gradually re-
fashioned himself as the
architect of a new right-
wing political force, Fi-
desz (Hungarian Civil
Alliance), that was root-
ed in right-wing Cathol-
icism and Hungarian na-
tionalism. Fidesz, under
Orban’s leadership from
1993, pushed itself from
liberalism to the far-right
of a special type gradu-
ally and methodically.
When Orban’s party won
a super majority in 2010
and then governed till
the present, he consol-
idated power through
control of the judiciary,
media and key state in-
stitutions, creating what
is frequently called an
illiberal democracy.
Orban’s government

Hungary:
The far-right shufiles the pack

fused economic clien-
telism with national-
ist rhetoric, position-
ing Hungary against
migrants, against the
EU and against basic
social values (which
they described as liberal
social values, standing
against liberalism — it-
self a word that became
corrupted through their
messaging). This mod-
el — a combination of
state capture, oligarchic
networks and cultural
conservatism — became
a reference point for the
global far-right, being
spoken of often by US
President Donald Trump
and his intellectual as-
sociate Steve Bannon.
However, Orban’s sys-
tem also produced deep
and unbridgeable con-
tradictions. Economic
stagnation, corruption
scandals and the con-
centration of wealth
eroded his social base.
These tensions ultimate-
ly opened the door for a
challenger — not from
the devastated camps
of liberalism or the left,
but from within Orban’s

TISZA PART

political universe.

Magyar the
insider

Péter Magyar is not a
reformist outsider who
defeated an entrenched
autocrat. Magyar is not
a product of Hungary’s
marginalised opposi-
tion. He is a creature
of the very system that
he now claims to dis-
mantle. Magyar’s polit-
ical life unfolded inside
Orban’s Fidesz orbit,
including major roles
held by Magyar in state
institutions and major
positions of proximity to
the ruling elite. Trained
as a lawyer, Magyar
moved within the upper
layers of the state and
business world thanks
to the connections to the
Fidesz establishment.
He was married to Ju-
dit Varga, a prominent
minister under Orban, a
relationship that placed
him near the core of
governmental power.
Their eventual separa-

tion became politically
significant, because it
coincided with Magyar’s
public break from the
regime: he accused the
Orban government of
illicit surveillance and
criticised the govern-
ment over a presidential
pardon case — all of this
based on information
that he got from his wife
before his separation
from her and before his
resignation from Fidesz.
There is something quite
repulsive about the way
the divorce from his
wife and the break from
his party took place; it
seemed almost orches-
trated by Magyar rather
than a spontaneous act,
which is how he tried to
portray it.

This trajectory of the
‘break’ is crucial be-
cause it explains to some
extent the utter oppor-
tunism of Magyar. In
2024, he joined the Tisza
(Respect and Freedom)
Party, which had been
formed a few years ear-
lier by some rich men to
contest the presidential
election against Orban.
The party was dormant,
so Magyar took it over,
brought in his people
from Fidesz and got to
work building a new or-
ganisational platform for
the election. He did not
fundamentally challenge
Hungary’s right-wing
consensus, but instead
mobilised anger at cor-
ruption and misman-
agement while preserv-
ing the key ideological
pillars of the Orban era.
Magyar maintained con-
servative positions on
migration and avoided
major departures on so-
cial policy and geopol-

itics. His thin platform
focused more on gov-
ernance reform (very
vague in its framework)
rather than on structural
transformation or de-
mocratisation. Magyar
is not an antagonist of
the system but its ren-
ovator, an opportunist
who seized a moment
of crisis to rebrand the
far-right.

Magyar’s promises
of anti-corruption drives,
institutional reform and
renewed relations with
the EU have generated
optimism amongst lib-
erals across Europe. But
these promises do not
necessarily signal a de-
parture from the broader
right-wing trajectory of
Hungarian politics. The
electoral map would not
have delivered such an
enormous mandate for
Magyar had the other
political parties — includ-
ing the MSZP, the Green
Party, and an assortment
of smaller parties — not
decided to withdraw
their candidates and go
behind the Tisza slate.
This is what tilted the
balance toward Tisza
in many constituencies.
Nonetheless, the ex-
treme right-wing Our
Homeland (MH) won
5.7 per cent of the vote
and entered parliament
behind Tisza (53 per
cent of the vote) and Fi-
desz (38.6 per cent). The
leftist Workers’ Party
won 0.07 per cent of the
vote. The political field
remains overwhelming-
ly dominated by right-
wing forces, albeit in
different configurations.
The social base of Hun-
garian politics — shaped
by decades of neo-liberal



THE NEW WORKER 1.5.2026

restructuring — remains
intact. Without a sub-
stantive programme that
addresses inequality, la-
bour precarity and public
welfare, the underlying
conditions that produced
Orbanism are unlikely to
disappear. Magyar is his
latest incarnation.

The most dramatic
illustration of a false
break comes over Mag-
yar’s policy positions
that he sought to repair
relations with Brussels.
That might be so to en-
sure the widest support
from the Hungarian pop-
ulation that saw Orban’s
anti-EU positions as ex-
cessive. But, Magyar
maintains a cautious
stance on key issues
such as immigration and
the war in Ukraine, re-
flecting the enduring
influence of the far-right
of a special type over his

imagination. Magyar
will certainly reduce the
overt obstructionism that
characterised Orban’s
approach to sanctions
and aid against Russia,
but there is little indica-
tion of a principled break
with the nationalist cal-
culus that has defined
Hungarian foreign pol-
icy. The Hungarian far
right —across its factions
— has consistently subor-
dinated internationalism
to domestic political
considerations. Hunga-
ry under Magyar will
adopt a more polished
diplomatic tone, but it
is unlikely to become a
force to champion the
EU position against Rus-
sia. Rather, it will remain
— as it has been despite
Orban’s occasional the-
atrics — a cautious, am-
bivalent actor shaped by
the same regional and

class interests that have
long limited meaningful
connections to either
Russia or the EU when
they have been pitted
against each other.

The Right
shifts

The defeat of Viktor Or-
ban is perhaps a punch
in the nose of the global
far-right, which has lift-
ed him up as a personal
icon. Orban’s model of
governance has certain-
ly lost its central fig-
ure, yet the Hungarian
election does not rep-
resent the triumph of
anything other than a
rearrangement of the
personnel in a far-right-
wing government. There
is, however, a change in
the character of the far-

right, which has moved
from being an open-
ly authoritarian current
to a more technocratic,
EU-aligned conserva-
tism. Magyar’s victory
signals the adaptability
of the right-wing in the
face of a crisis: when
one formation exhausts
its legitimacy, another
emerges to preserve the
system. Orban is only
62. His return should not
be discounted.

The pattern is not
unique to Hungary. In
Italy, Giorgia Meloni’s
Brothers of Italy re-
packaged post-fascist
traditions into a more
respectable pro-EU par-
ty while retaining the
hardline positions on
migration, xenopho-
bia and chauvinism. In
France, Marine Le Pen
has sought to ‘detoxify’
the National Rally, soft-

ening its image without
abandoning its anti-im-
migrant core. In Poland,
the Law and Justice Par-
ty blended welfare mea-
sures with deeply con-
servative social policies
and nationalist rhetoric.
Across Europe, the right
has shown a capacity to
reinvent itself, absorbing
popular discontent while
preserving its fundamen-
tal commitments to ugly
forms of nationalism,
monopoly capitalism
and social conservatism.

The Hungarian
election of 2026 is un-
doubtedly historic. It
ends one of Europe’s
longest-serving govern-
ments and opens a new
political chapter. But
history rarely proceeds
through clean breaks.
Péter Magyar’s victory
does not dismantle the
structures that Orban

built, but it reorgan-
ises them. It does not
displace the right, but
it only renews it. For
those seeking a genu-
inely democratic and
egalitarian Hungary, the
lesson is clear: the strug-
gle cannot be reduced to
the replacement of one
leader by another with-
in the same ideological
camp. The deeper chal-
lenge lies in constructing
a political alternative
that addresses the social
roots of Hungary’s crisis
— something that nei-
ther Orban nor Magyar
has thus far offered and
that no other political
force is as yet capable
of carrying forward to
create a new horizon for
Hungary.
People’s Democracy
(India)

by Graham Holton

Explosive News has
released more than 50
Al-generated, Lego-in-
spired Donald Trump
videos, with millions of
views across X, TikTok,
Instagram and other
social media platforms.
These short, hilarious
videos are profes-
sional, sophisticated,
well-scripted and sung
to English-language
rap music. The group
producing the videos
has 2.5 million follow-
ers on different Iranian
messaging channels.
The videos are banned
on YouTube and Ins-
tagram, but Explosive
News still has its own
Spotify page. LEGO
has made no official
comment on the videos.

An Explosive News
member told WIRED,
an American digital cul-
ture magazine, that to
ensure the videos are
up to date and culturally
significant “Americans
themselves have been

Iran’s Lego meme war

helping us — and that
support and guidance
continues. They share
impactful tips and ideas
with us.”

The political mes-
sages are clear, direct
and hard striking. In one
video the Trump Lego
mini-figure sits sobbing
at his failed ceasefire
while holding a white
flag and eating ataco—a
reference to the acronym
‘Trump Always Chick-
ens Out’. In another vid-
eo, Trump orders strikes
on Iran after reviewing
an ‘Epstein File’ while
standing alongside Satan
and Israeli prime minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu.

One video shows Ira-
nian missiles bearing
the names of everyone
from Malcolm X to the
victims of Jeffrey Ep-
stein being fired at the
USA. In another, a Brit-
ish voice raps: “America
is a 250-year civilisation
of war, greed and profit.
A nation birthed in war
will die by war. Iran is a
7,000-year civilisation.”

When Trump posted an
image on X portray-
ing himself as Jesus, a
video mocked Trump
for attacking the Pope
and posting himself as

Jesus. It went viral. US
Secretary of War, Pete
Hegseth, responded,
calling the Trump/Jesus
video “disgusting and
detached from reality”

(which is how a lot of US
citizens view Hegseth).
In others, Lego Ira-
nians celebrate mis-
siles flying toward Tel
Aviv to Al-generat-
ed rap soundtracks of
“L.0.S.E.R” and “Taste
the ash of defeat”. A
Lego grave reads “R.L.P.
Donald John Trump”.
A missile-struck White
House lights up in
flames. Lego missiles
bear messages in En-
glish commemorating
everyone from Native
Americans to Vietnam-
ese villagers, and “stolen
blacks”. A Lego figure
wearing a king’s crown,
unmistakably Trump,
stands in the middle of
a chessboard surrounded
by soldiers, to the rap
lyrics “Send them to
the slaughter, you’re the
only one to blame”.
The Jerusalem Post
has noted that certain
clips were labelled with
an “apparent watermark”
for Revayat-e Fath, the
Iranian state-run media
foundation. An Explo-

sive News representa-
tive has told US media
that the organisation is
a “student-led media
team with a background
in social activism”. The
individuals behind the
videos wished to remain
anonymous out of fear
that their viral success
might make them targets
in the war campaign.
Often described as
‘Slopaganda’, a term
for any propaganda pro-
duced using Al the vid-
eos show how easily
American technology
and popular culture can
be weaponised against
the US government.
This youth-led produc-
tion draws on the USA’s
deepest fears, such as
coffins draped in the
Stars and Stripes, and
examines its deepest
internal divisions, the
Epstein Files. The pro-
paganda war of 2026 is
about messaging and the
USA is losing it.
The Guardian —
The Workers’ Weekly
(Australia)
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Regions require a sound
Security Architecture (SA)
for continuous peace and
stability; a common un-
derstanding that respects
sovereignty, ensures good
relations and deters aggres-
sion. Opposition to such an
outcome, by deliberately
creating tension, will be
promoted by those who
like arms manufacturers
make enormous profits
from arms sales. Imperi-
alism with its agenda for
world hegemony through
geopolitical intrigues will
always oppose alliances
that they are unable to
dominate and control.

A new SA is urgent-
ly required for Europe.
Following the collapse
of the Soviet Union and
the ending of the Warsaw
Pact, NATO immediately,
against promises not to
do so, embarked upon the
establishment of military
bases up to the borders
of Russia. With its new-
found unipolar status, US
imperialism overthrew
the remaining socialist
countries. The ultimate
objective was to weaken
and break up Russia and so
grab its valuable resources.
These manceuvres were
accompanied by an intense
propaganda campaign to
demonise Russia and any-
thing Russian to stir up
irrational hatred.

It is against this threat
of aggression and created
fear that the proxy war
in Ukraine takes place.
A conflict provoked and
engineered by Imperial-
ism without any care for
the long suffering of the
Ukrainian people. The ur-
gent need is to scrap the
warmongering NATO alli-

The editor welcomes let-
ters from our readers.
If you have a contri-
bution to make please
make sure it reaches
us before Wednesday.

You can send your let-
ters to: PO Box 73, Lon-
don SW11 2PQ, or email
party@NCP.clara.net
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ance and replace it with a
new SA that includes Rus-
sia. And why not? Russia
has no reason for conflict
with Europe. It seeks good
relations, co-operation
and trade. A majority of
Western leaders appear
so brainwashed by their
own propaganda that they
have become illusional,
detached from reality and
unable to grasp reality.
Lasting peace in Ukraine
and economic rejuvena-
tion for Europe could be
assured with a new SA.
The Middle East is an-
other region in dire need
of an effective SA. Urgent
action is required to stop
the brutal genocide, un-
provoked wars of aggres-
sion and regime changes
promoted by imperialism.
The US allies in the region
are being used, broken and
abandoned and must surely
realise that a change of
direction is necessary.
John Maryon
Suffolk

Ahead of the Newcastle
City Council elections in
May, NoSaudiToon has
written to parties fielding
candidates to clarify their
position on Saudi Arabia’s
ownership of Newcastle
United Football Club. It
references calls made to the
current council leader in a
meeting last year.

The NoSaudiToon
campaign is actively pro-
testing against the Saudi
ownership of Newcastle
United, emphasising the
need for Newcastle fans to
stand against sports-wash-
ing accusations. They sup-
port the victims of the
Saudi regime and they
are pushing back against
the accusations faced by
the city. NoSaudiToon
has been vocal in their
opposition, highlighting
the human rights abuses
associated with the Saudi
state and its ownership of
Newcastle United.

Saeed Shehabi

Bahrain Freedom Move-
ment

London

The great Scottish republi-
can socialist John Maclean
once read Upton Sinclair’s
The Jungle with its graphic
account of conditions in
the tinned beef factories of
Chicago.

He had also heard of a
scandal closer to home in
Greenock on Clydeside.
For there was a slaugh-
terhouse there on Crown
Street. It was owned by the
Town Council and man-
aged by a Committee.

Prior to April 1907, the
Committee employed a Mr
Ballantine to inspect all
the carcasses taken out of
the premises. However he
often let out diseased cows.
Indeed, diseased entrails
were sent on to Glasgow in
bags labelled “tripe”.

The Council did noth-
ing. Bailie Andrew, Conve-
nor of the Slaughterhouse
Committee, only visited
the premises six or sev-
en times during his long
period in office. And, as
Maclean pointed out, so lax
were the inspection meth-
ods that in time Greenock
became a dumping ground
for “old dead and dying
cows within a radius of 20
miles”.

Maclean was so ap-
palled by what he had heard
that he wrote a pamphlet,
The Greenock Jungle, ex-
posing the slaughterhouse
practices and the trade in
diseased meats.

In the pamphlet, first
published in 1907, Ma-
clean also condemned the
treatment meted out to a
whistleblower, a Mr Hous-
ton, who had been forced
out of work and blacklisted
after talking about what he
had seen in the slaughter-
house.

Maclean appealed to
the people of Greenock to
help find Mr Houston al-
ternative employment. And
the pamphlet did result in
the appointment of a new
Government inspector.

So Maclean was in fact
an early, successful, cam-
paigner for better food
safety.

Alan Stewart
Wakefield

I am sending this email
from media outlet Declas-
sified UK to a number of
media outlets with an ap-
peal that they publicise this
report from a former Brit-
ish Army commando who
was involved in the Gaza
Humanitarian Foundation
food aid programme.

It says: “I recently
heard a harrowing first-
hand account of Israeli
‘Squid Games’ in Gaza.

The massacres of Pal-
estinians at aid sites stands
as one of the more gro-
tesque and brutal episodes
in the Gaza genocide.

Dave Mclntosh, a pri-
vate security contractor
who managed Gaza Hu-
manitarian Foundation
(GHF) sites, shared his
recent experience with me
in our latest video.

The former Royal Ma-
rines Commando went to
Gaza to help deliver food.
What he witnessed was a
sadistic ‘field day’ for IDF
soldiers, who shot at starv-
ing Palestinians desperate
for food.

Dave showed me pre-
viously unseen videos he
filmed while working for
the controversial GHF.
The videos show a ‘sick’
Red Light, Green Light
system, which he says was
devised by the Israelis to
create a frenzy among the
aid seekers.

The videos show
shocking scenes of thou-
sands of men stampeding
towards the piles of aid
while the private security
stand behind barbed wire.
Sometimes they had as
little as 10 minutes to run
to the aid, grab it and get
out before the Israelis shut
the site. You must watch
this video for yourself, it
is made possible because
of your support.”

Dave Mclntosh was a
Royal Marines Commando
who served in Afghanistan.
He describes unnecessary
and humiliating practic-

continued on page 9...
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Check the Stop the War Coalition
and Palestine Solidarity Campaign
websites for emergency Iran,
Venezuela and Gaza protests across

the country.

UNTIL 10 JUNE

National Theatre of Scotland:
Stand & Deliver: The Lee Jeans
Sit-in. Touring play celebrating
the 1981 Greenock women work-
ers’ sit-in.

WED 6 MAY

Marx Memorial Library: Capital
Reading Group, Free Taster Ses-
sion. 19:00-20:30. Introduction
to an online fortnightly course
lasting until March 2027. Book
on MML website.

THURS 7 MAY

Electoral Commission: Elections
at a polling station near you.
07:00-22:00.

THURS 7 MAY

Billy Bragg and others: ‘Songs
for the Workers’. One-off con-
cert. 19:30-21:30. Cecil Sharp
House, 2 Regents Park Rd, Lon-
don NW1 7AY. Book on website
www.efdss.org/whats-on

SAT 9 MAY

Levellers Day. Includes com-
memoration in churchyard and
march round village. 10:30—
16:00. Warwick Hall, Church
Green, Burford OX18 4RY.

SAT 9 MAY

Ipswich New Worker Group
Meeting: The Socialist Alterna-
tive for a Stable and Peaceful
World. 14:00-16:00. Ipswich
Institute, 15 Tavern Street, Ips-
wich IP1 3AA.

SAT 9 MAY

Marx Memorial Library: The
1926 General Strike & Its Sig-
nificance in 2026. Symposium.
11:00-16:00. Hybrid meeting.
Book on MML website.

SAT 9 MAY

People’s History Museum: 1926
General Strike Centenary Open
Day. 10:15-16:15. People’s
History Museum, Left Bank,
Spinningfields, Manchester M3
3ER. Book on Museum website.

SUN 10 MAY

East End Walks: Bakers and
Bankers early Jewish life in Lon-
don 1650s—1870s. 10:30-12:30.
Book at:
https://www.eastendwalks.com

THUR 14 MAY
Palestine Solidarity Campaign:
Workplace Day of Action. Na-
tionwide events.

THUR 14 MAY

Trades Union Congress: The
General Strike 100 years on: in
conversation with John Monks
and Jonathan Schneer. 18:30—
20:00. Congress House, Great
Russell Street, London WCI1B
3LS.

THUR 14 MAY

Socialist History Society: Book
launch Geoff Andrews Radi-
cals: The Working Classes and
the Making of Modern Britain.
19:00. Online. Register on SHS
website.

THUR 14 MAY
Marx Memorial Library: Ursula

Stone: Walter Crane & the Twen-
tieth Century Press. 18:00. In
person. MML, 37a Clerkenwell
Green, London ECIR 0DU Book
on MML website.

SAT 16 MAY

Palestine Solidarity Campaign:
Nakba Day demonstration.
12:00. London. Details TBA.

THUR 21 MAY

Campaign for Nuclear Disar-
mament: No Nuclear War: Pro-
test the expiry of New START.
12:00-14:00. US Embassy, 33
Nine Elms Lane, Nine Elms,
London SW11 7US.

SAT 23 MAY

Red Book Fairs Collective:
Merseyside Marxist Book Fair.
10:00-16:00. The Casa, 29 Hope
Street, Liverpool L1 9BQ.

SUN 24 MAY

Morning Star Scotland: Summer
Conference, Looking Beyond
Holyrood. 12:00-16:00. STUC,
8 Landressy Street, Bridgeton,
Glasgow G40 1BP.

THURS 28 MAY

General Federation of Trade
Unions Educational Trust: Part-
Time Work in the Post-War Years
Day Nurseries. 19:00. Online
talk. Book on GFTUET website.

SAT 30 MAY

International Brigade Memo-
rial Trust: Unveiling of plaque
for Clive Branson. 12:00. 310
Battersea Park Road, London
SW11 3HU.

SAT 6 JUNE

Socialist History Society: AGM
(13:00) and Book launch of
Donald Sassoon’s Revolutions:
A New History (14:00). MML,
37A Clerkenwell Green, London
ECIR 0DU.

MON 8 JUNE

Solaris (1972 Soviet sci-fi film).
14:30. Prince Charles Cinema, 7
Leicester Place, London WC2H
7BY.

SAT 13 JUNE

Society for the Study of Labour
History: John Goodridge on
“Reading by glow worm: the
struggles of labouring-class
poets”. 14:00-15:30. In per-
son. John Rylands Library, 150
Deansgate, Manchester M3 3EH.

SAT 20 JUNE

Derby Silk Mill Lockout Fes-
tival. Assemble 10:00, Market
Place, Derby DE1 3QE for rally
at Cathedral Green.

SAT 20 JUN

Stop the War Coalition: Inter-
national Meeting Against War.
12:00. Central Hall Westminster,
Storey’s Gate, London SW1H
ONH.

THURS 25 JUNE

General Federation of Trade
Unions Educational Trust: The
Ford Dagenham Strike. 19:00.
Online talk. Book on GFTUET
website.
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socialism!

| would like to join
the New Communist
Party....

| would like more
info about the NCP....

4
)
3
o

>
Qo
(<%
=
[}
]
”n

Send to NCP, PO Box
73, London SW11
2PQ.

...continued from page 8

es by the Israeli Army
who ultimately controlled
the food distribution pro-
gramme. He also alleges,
credibly and with video
evidence, that they shot
dead a 12 year old child
who posed no threat. There
is a link to the video. An-
thony Aguilar, a former
US Army Special Forces
Green Beret, has said the
same things.

Brendan O’Brien
London

Make a donation
to the New Worker
(Pleckbond Ltd)
today via your
smartphone by
scanning this QR
code-

BOOST OUR
FUND

Make your
commitment to
sustaining the

New Worker in the
struggle for peace
and socialism
COMPLETE THE
BANKER’S ORDER
FORM BELOW:

The Manager.............
bank. Bank’s
address......ccceeeeeeenens

Please pay to the
New Worker account
No 50492464, 08-90-
34, Co-op Bank plc,
17 High St, Kingston-
upon-Thames, KT1
1LP. the sum of

(in words) each
month starting

RETURN THIS FORM
TO:

NCP Fund, PO Box
73, London SW11
2PQ.

Scottish
Political
News

by our Scottish political
affairs correspondent

The Scottish TUC have
had their annual Con-
gress at their now normal
venue of Dundee on the
banks of the beautiful
silvery Tay. Sadly, we
cannot give such a full re-
port as in previous years.
This is because the Con-
gress documents were not
available online. As these
included lists of delegates,
membership statistics etc,
it was a useful occasion to
take stock of the state of
Scottish trade unionism.
In recent years, the entire
proceedings were broad-
cast live on YouTube,
and there preserved for
all eternity. This year
the only things on You-
Tube were the speeches
of the STUC General
Secretary, the Labour
and SNP leaders, and
a few presentations to

FROM THE
NEW COMMUNIST PARTY
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deserving worthies. Five
days after Congress these
had 57,104 and 129 views
respectively (two each of
which were due to this
correspondent), so it is
casy to see why they have
cut down on the YouTube
bill.

One decision of the
Congress demonstrates
that all is not well. This
was to abandon annual
conferences and have one
every two years instead.
Apart the devastating effect
this will have on Dundee’s
licensed trade next year, it
is confirmation that at the
STUC pennies are tight.
Trade union membership
in Scotland is down to 27
per cent. This is above that
ofthe UK average of 22 per
cent, below that in northern
Ireland on 34, Wales on
29.5 but above that of ev-
ery English region, which
average out at 20.6 per cent
overall.

As with the Brit-
ish TUC, the STUC is a
master of uncontroversial
motions, many of which
were composited to win
universal approval. Of the
more than 100 motions,
none were lost, three were
remitted and three with-
drawn. Of the successful
motions, the vast majority
were uncontroversial in
trade union terms. There-
fore delegates opposed the
“Destruction of Scottish
Manufacturing Jobs at Al-
exander Dennis”, support-
ed lecturers in the City of
Glasgow College Dispute,
“Democratising Owner-
ship & Control of Energy”
and “Reducing Workload
& Improving Staff Well-
being in Education”. They
also deplored “Rising Vio-
lence in Schools” and the
“Influence of the Far Right
in Scotland’s Educational
Establishments™. It is un-
likely there was anyone
arguing for the destruction
of Scottish manufacturing
jobs at Alexander Douglas
or an increase in school
hooliganism.

One of the few signs
of controversy was on the
question of military expen-
diture. A bland compos-
ite opposing the increase

to three per cent of GDP
as demanded by Sir Keir
Starmer was passed by
625 votes to 512. We can
be sure that as the minority
was so large, due to Unite
and GMB being behind it,
no action will be taken by
the STUC on it in line with
long-standing tradition of
not wanting to upset a com-
ponent union. As the STUC
depends on the SNP Gov-
ernment for much of its
income through contracts
for its training courses, it
has an additional reason for
not rocking the boat.

The Election

First Minister John Swin-
ney, the SNP leader, vows
to bring forward a vote on
holding a second indepen-
dence referendum if the na-
tionalists win the forthcom-
ing Scottish parliamentary
election. Labour’s Anas
Sarwar says he’ll show
Scots “what change looks
like” within the first 100
days of a Labour govern-
ment if he wins the election
(a most unlikely outcome).
And millionaire Malcolm
Offord, the Scottish Farag-
ist leader, denies claims
he is out of touch with
the people while bragging
about his six houses, five
cars and six boats.

As the Holyrood elec-
tion heads towards the
home straight, it seems
clear that who is the least
unpopular will secure,
at least, a partial victory,

rather than romp home on
a wave of popular enthu-
siasm.

The SNP have been
rather shy about talking
about their less than glo-
rious record while the op-
position parties speak of
little else.

Tactical voting either
to kick out the SNP or stop
Reform in its tracks is,
however, a major talking
point on the Scottish po-
litical scene. There has
also been much talk, some
harsh, about coalitions.
Reform’s leader, Malcolm
Offord, says Labour’s lead-
er, Anas Sarwar, privately
sought co-operation with
them before an election
hustings broadcast — some-
thing Sarwar strongly de-
nies. Who to believe? In-
terestingly, Offord’s claims
about what was said by
Sarwar are far more de-
tailed than the denial.

The Scottish Greens
say they’re open to a new
power-sharing agreement
with the nationalists.

Alex Cole-Hamilton,
the Liberal Democrat lead-
er, has suggested his party
would welcome a coalition
with Labour and specifi-
cally ruled out a deal with
the SNP.

At the end of the day,
however, the most likely
outcome is the SNP and the
Greens once again burying
their mutual hatred for
each other for the sake of
another five juicy years of
ministerial office...
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by
New Worker
correspondent

NCP members held an
online meeting with five
comrades from the Com-
munist Party of the Rus-
sian Federation (CPRF)
on Saturday. The main
Russian communists’
speaker for the CPRF
was Donbas communist
leader Boris Litvinov,
who gave the following
assessment of the current
situation in Donetsk and
the Ukraine.

“There is martial law
in the Ukrainian-controlled
parts of Donetsk, so all
activities are currently
banned. Ukraine’s forces
are suffering 1,000-1,500
casualties daily. There are
fewer and fewer actual
Ukrainians on the front
line, and more and more
foreign mercenaries from
around the world, many
from Latin America, in ad-
dition to the people seized
on the streets in Ukraine.
As a result, a growing
number of soldiers on the
Ukrainian side prefer to
surrender at the first op-
portunity, rather than die,”
Litvinov said.

“In most areas near the

Russian communists’
front-line report

front line less than five per
cent of the normal popu-
lation remains when the
Russian and Donbas forces
arrive. The Ukrainian mil-
itary is forcibly removing
civilians, including women
and children, from towns
and villages near the front
line they still control. For
example in Avdeyivka,
only 800 remained from
the original population of
32,000.”

When the Ukrainian
Soviet Socialist Republic

’

'BORIS

"~ 4

LITVINOV

¥ HEAD OF THE RUSSIAN COMMUNIST

was established in 1922 —
the first time Ukraine ever
existed as a separate terri-
tory — the heavily indus-
trialised Donbas, a com-
pletely Russian-speaking
area, was included in the
new Ukrainian republic,
so Russian has historically
been the main language in
the region for the last 104
years. But it was outlawed
by the Ukrainian fascists.
Litvinov pointed out
that: “When the Russian
forces arrived in Kurakovo

PARTY IN THE DPR

there were still 30 chil-
dren in the town, and their
first action was to set up
a school for them. Under
Ukrainian rule they were
brought up to speak only
Ukrainian and couldn’t
speak any Russian.

“Now NATO is using
the territory of the Baltic
States to launch attacks
on industrial and energy
plants in Northern Russia.
These attacks are aimed at
provoking Russia to strike
back at those states leading

to an extremely dangerous
escalation of the war.
According to the Rus-
sian Federation, Ukraine
is using drones made in
France, Britain and Ger-
many, or built from parts
sent to Ukraine, which are
being used to target indus-
trial plants all over Russia,
just as the USA and Israel
are attacking plants all over
Iran, and Iran has hit facil-
ities in the Gulf countries.
Refuting Western
claims that Russia deliber-

ately targets civilians, Lit-
vinov said: “The Russian
military only ever strikes
targets related to military
production. Residential
buildings or areas are never
targeted, and the Russian
forces issue warnings to
civilians to leave areas they
are planning to strike.”

It’s the Ukrainian fas-
cists who target innocent
civilians, Litvinov said.
“On Lenin’s birthday,
22" April, from the early
morning, Ukrainian forces
struck the areas around
monuments with missiles
and drones, as they knew
that local people would be
laying flowers there, and
several people were in-
jured. But in spite of these
attacks, members of the
CPRF and trade unionists
still managed to lay flowers
at the monuments.

“This war would have
ended long ago without the
massive support Ukraine
has received from Western
states. We believe that if
the USSR had still existed,
all these problems, and
the war, could have been
avoided in other ways.
Members of the CPRF are
united in the eventual goals
of ending all wars, and to
defeat imperialism.”

A Devon

by
New Worker
correspondent

The Ottery Palestine Sup-
port group held a silent
vigil in Ottery St Mary
on Saturday in the small
Devon town centre, where
political demonstrations
are very rare.

Local campaigner
Trevor Leahong thanked
“everyone at our 3™ Si-

lent Vigil today. Fourteen
people attended and there
was lots of really positive
feedback. Our next vigils
will be on 9" and 23 May,
10.30-11.30 on Hind St,
Ottery. We hope you will
join us to support Pales-
tinians and Peace in the
Middle East.”

Over the years the Ot-
tery group has raised the
Palestinian banner in this
part of Devon.

stand for Palestine!

A
P SILENT VIGIL
.

A, csinians |
1 ="

Back in 2024 two lo-
cals even walked 25 miles
around East Devon to raise
funds and awareness for
Palestine. Helen Collinson
and Julian Elston walked
the miles — from Ottery
St Mary to Honiton and
Sidmouth, and back — to
match the length of the
Gaza strip, with the support
of members from the East
Devon for a Fairer World
campaign.

The NCP
badge

£4.50 inc P&P
from New Worker,
PO Box 73, London
SW11 2PQ.
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The Americans recently
seized an Iranian vessel.
How do you assess this
step — is it a warning or
a threat?

In fact, this is an illustra-
tion that this entire story
is not over for either the
USA or Iran, or any other
countries. The situation
is in an intermediate
phase and developments
may unfold unexpected-
ly quickly in very differ-
ent directions.

The Americans have
already expended a sig-
nificant portion of their
munitions, carrying out
massive strikes which,
as it turned out, did not
produce the desired re-
sult. Some strikes hit
false targets, others
failed to achieve their
effect. They need time
to replenish resources —
this explains the desire
to drag out negotiations.

At the same time,
Iran has a similar sit-
uation: it has suffered
serious losses but re-
tained significant po-
tential — according to
various estimates, up to
40 to 60 per cent of its
missiles and air defence
systems. Moreover, Iran
demonstratively shows
the existence of reserves,
including missile silos.

As a result, neither
side has achieved its ob-
jectives. The Americans
did not fulfil their stra-
tegic task — control over
the hydrocarbon region
and transport flows. The
Hormuz Strait is now
effectively controlled by
both the USA and Iran
simultaneously, which
creates uncertainty.

Oil prices remain rel-
atively stable since many
countries have strategic
reserves. This reduces
the severity of the crisis
in the short term. But

Trump, Iran and Oil

In an interview with Pravda.Ru, military expert, political scientist,
professor and director of the Centre for Military-Political Studies
Alexei Podberezkin explains US objectives, the situation around
the Strait of Hormuz, and provides a forecast for the development of the confrontation.

the situation may change
sharply if the conflict
drags on.

The USA still has
significant stockpiles
of weapons, including
cruise missiles, so both
sides retain the potential
to continue the conflict.
Negotiations are ongo-
ing, but their terms re-
main vague and abstract.
If an agreement is signed
in its current form, it can
be interpreted as a defeat
for the USA.

Who initiated the con-
fict— Trump or external
pressure? In the West,
there is debate over
whether Trump made
the decision himself or
acted under pressure
firom allies. What do you
think?

This point of view exists
but I do not agree with it.
External forces cannot
determine US policy.
They have their own
geopolitical interests.
The main one is control
OVer energy resources.
Already now, energy is
becoming a key factor in
technological develop-
ment, including artificial

intelligence. The USA
seeks to control the larg-
est sources of oil.

They are already ac-
tively working in Vene-
zuela. If they manage to
establish control over the
Middle East, then China
and India, as the largest
consumers of energy
resources, will become
dependent. This will
give the USA a powerful
instrument of influence
on the global economy.

In this sense, Trump’s
actions are logical and
consistent. Any Amer-
ican president would
act in approximately
the same way, perhaps
with varying degrees of
decisiveness.

What about the threat
to the petrodollar? Gulf
countries have started
talking about switching
to settlements in yuan.

How serious is this lever
of pressure on the USA?

Petrodollars do have
enormous importance.
But the process of chang-
ing the global balance of
power is already under-
way. BRICS countries
already surpass the G7

in economic power, and
this trend will intensify.

The share of the dol-
lar in the global economy
will gradually decline.
The USA understands
this and actively opposes
any alliances capable of
weakening the dollar —
whether BRICS or other
unions. However, this
process is not fast. It is
inevitable but stretched
over time.

There have been reports
that US military forces
may use tactical nucle-
ar weapons without a
direct decision by the
president. How realistic
is this?

In the USA, decisions
are made according to
a certain algorithm. The
president, as command-
er-in-chief, gives a fun-
damental authorisation
for the use of force, and
the military then deter-
mines specific means
and targets. If we are
talking about nuclear
weapons, their use with-
out a presidential deci-
sion is impossible. [ am
convinced that Trump
has not made such a

decision.

Even tactical nuclear
weapons are unlikely to
be used in the near fu-
ture. Not for humanitari-
an reasons but because it
is impractical. Their use
requires clear targets and
in the case of Iran, such
targets are not obvious.

Moreover, even a
nuclear strike does not
guarantee the destruc-
tion of facilities if they
are located deep under-
ground.

What is your forecast
for the development of

the situation?

In the coming month,
the parties will contin-
ue bargaining over the
terms of the agreement.
They have resources
to continue the conflict
but also an interest in
concluding a deal that
can be presented as a
political victory. In its
current form, the agree-
ment looks like a defeat
for the USA: the Hor-
muz Strait is effectively
not controlled, Iran’s
nuclear programme has
not been destroyed, and
its technologies have
been preserved.

At the same time,
Trump is facing inter-
nal problems. His sanc-
tions policy results in
legal costs. To make
matters worse, dozens
of high-ranking military
officials have been dis-
missed, indicating seri-
ous disagreements with-
in the system. American
forces in the region are
mainly represented by
light units, not intended
for large-scale ground
operations. Any attempt
at escalation may lead to
significant losses, which
restrains further actions.

Groups...

Party.

for the year.

New Worker
Supporters’

New Worker supporters groups exist to support
the weekly newspaper of the New Communist

Individual membership is £10.00 ( 8 Euros or $10)
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ber will receive a New Worker Supporters Group
(NWSG) card and a copies of the Internal Bulletin
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Imperialism versus resistance

bySue Harris

There are two ways of
conducting a war that
have become fairly obvi-
ous in this current phase
of the battle between im-
perialism and the resis-
tance against it.

The style of the resis-
tance is to limit the destruc-
tive power of imperialism,
to destroy their military
bases and to destroy their
weapons and the factories
that produce them — to
make it unprofitable to
attack, as by blocking the
Strait of Hormuz as Iran
has done.

This approach is an at-
tack against objects and not
people. The message is “go
away and leave us alone,
or you’ll be sorry”. That is
pretty much how Iran and
the rest of the resistance in
the Middle East are fight-
ing imperialism.

Violence that is di-
rected largely at military
targets is permissible in
certain conditions under
international law; violence
that is indiscriminate, such

as when massive bombs
are used against civilians,
violates the laws of war.

Iran’s missiles have
exclusively targeted Israeli
military and intelligence
facilities and not civilian
areas. Hezbollah, mean-
while, targeted Israel’s
Ramat David Airbase, east
of Haifa. Neither Iran nor
Hezbollah have fired their
munitions into congested
neighbourhoods of Israeli
cities.

The imperialist fighting
style, practised by the USA
and Israel, is characterised
by massive destruction of
civilian targets, designed
to kill as many people as
possible, to even erase
them and their culture en-
tirely and to make room for
the invading imperialists
and their settler-colonial
culture.

The Israelis call this
“mowing the lawn”. They
want to make it appear that
the civilisation they invade
never existed.

It’s akin to the real es-
tate developers’ drive to
‘ethnically cleanse’ the

population of neighbour-
hoods the developer wants
in order to get bigger prof-
its from richer tenants. To
do this requires the devel-
oper to think of the pop-
ulation they’re invading
as less than human, more
like ants. It’s not important
what happens to them.
Same for the imperial-
ist. The native population
they want to cleanse must

¥ WAR IS GOOD
| FOR BUSINESS...

be destroyed. They’re la-
belled “terrorists, savages”
and beneath their notice. In
the Middle East Israel calls
this way of thinking “nor-
malisation”.

The definition of nor-
malisation is described by
author and human rights
activist Dr Randa Abdel Fat-
tahas trying to exist “as if, a
million times a day, we’re
not confronted with the fact

that we live in a world that
has normalised the live-
streamed annihilation of
Arab and Muslim lives”.

Normalisation must
exist for the imperialists
for killing and brutality
towards people to be con-
sidered acceptable. If it’s
not normalised, it will be
harder for the soldier to
kill, for the prison guard
to rape.

In America there is
strong opposition to the
genocide in Palestine
and Lebanon, as well as
against the war against
Iran. People are beginning
to wake up to this pattern
of imperialism. They see
that it happened with In-
digenous peoples in the
Western hemisphere, that
it happened in Mexico,
Vietnam and in lots of
other places.

They see that it hap-
pens every day in the USA
between the rich and the
poor: murder and theft
for profit, with normalisa-
tion of racism, homopho-
bia and demonisation of
oppressed groupings in

the population. So that it
doesn’t matter if the cops
or ICE get off for killing
an unarmed person. And it
doesn’t matter if patients
die for lack of medication
or medical care. Under cap-
italism, poor people are not
important. Only profit is.

But people are waking
up more and more to the
truth. They’re beginning to
get the message that what
goes on in places like Chi-
na or Cuba is everybody
getting their needs met and
nobody having to die or
go hungry because they’re
poor.

There is a lot of falsi-
fication and demonising
going on that prevents
people in imperialist coun-
tries from seeing that more
hopeful message, but with
the advances in technology
and communication, the
truth keeps getting out. And
the more people wake up,
the less imperialist oppres-
sion will feel normal.

Workers World
(USA)

White House gunman reflects
deepening political divides

A shooting at the annu-
al dinner of the White
House Correspondents’
Association last week
has cast a harsh light on
American society, where
deepening polarisation,
widespread gun violence
and rising distrust are
converging into a volatile
mix.

The 2026 dinner
marked the first time Don-
ald Trump attended the
event during his presi-
dency, after skipping it

throughout his first term
and breaking with a
long-standing tradition of
engagement between the
White House and the press.

The gathering, typi-
cally a showcase of pol-
itics-media interactions,
instead unfolded under the
shadow of violence.

The 31-year-old sus-
pect, Cole Allen, expressed
anger towards the federal
government and sought to
target senior officials.

Minutes before the at-

tack, he allegedly sent a
manifesto to family mem-
bers outlining grievances
with the Trump adminis-
tration and broader societal
injustices.

The suspect’s writings
referenced high-profile
controversies, including
the Jeffrey Epstein case and
US military actions abroad,
suggesting a blend of per-
sonal outrage and political
motivation.

He described federal
officials as his primary

targets while indicating that
bystanders were not targets.
The shooting is the lat-
est in a string of politically
motivated attacks that have
targeted officials from both
major parties, reinforcing
concerns that political vi-
olence is becoming nor-
malised in the USA.
Academic research
points to a troubling trend.
James Piazza, a professor
at Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity, has found that rising
partisan hostility is reshap-

ing how Americans view
one another. Supporters
of opposing parties in-
creasingly see each other
not simply as political ri-
vals but as fundamentally
immoral or threatening
groups.

That shift, analysts
say, lowers the threshold
for violence.

Grievances tied to
economic strain, foreign
policy disputes and do-
mestic political battles
can accumulate, creating

conditions for individuals
to feel justified in taking
extreme action. At the same
time, the widespread avail-
ability of guns is a catalyst.

The USA continues to
have more civilian-owned
guns than population, with
millions sold each year.

The suspect in Satur-
day’s attack carried multi-
ple weapons, highlighting
persistent gaps in gun reg-
ulation.

Xinhua
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