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The fighting fund went up another notch this week with £600 in the bag thanks to sup-

porters like the Southall comrade who sent in £200 in thanks for our efforts to maintain 

Britain’s only communist weekly. The June appeal now stands at £2,291. We need £1,209 

to hit our target for the month.

While the mainstream politicians and left posers alike strut across the electoral arena with 

their false promises and phoney patriotism, at least one from their ranks has broken ranks 

to challenge the bourgeois consensus in support of NATO’s proxy war in Ukraine. But 

workers can never rely on the bourgeoisie to defend their interests and Nigel Farage is no 

friend of the working class. We have our own agenda. We must have our own programme. 

The fight to end the wars in Ukraine and Gaza, the campaigns in solidarity with the people 

of the Donbas and the Palestinian Arabs are being fought on the streets of Britain in a battle 

of ideas that the New Worker has been in since our foundation in 1977.

Help us get the message across and build the communist movement in Britain. Make sure 

that the communist voice is heard every week in every factory, office and neighbourhood 

across the country by supporting the fighting fund. Your contribution, big or small, counts. 

Join us in the fight for peace and socialism by sending in your donations to the New Worker 

fund. All donations help keep our presses rolling. Please send yours to: New Worker Fund, 

PO Box 73, London SW11 2PQ. Cheques and postal orders should be made payable to 

the ‘New Worker’.

To save a stamp you can also use your credit or debit card to send contributions here:

http://newworker.org/ncpcentral/fightingfund.html
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Summer shut-down
Our volunteers are taking their well-
earned summer rest immediately 
after the general election.

The last issue of the New Worker 
before our two-week summer break 
will be published on Friday 5th July. 
We will be back on Friday 26th July.

by our Arab Affairs
correspondent

Palestinian guns blaze across 
the West Bank as street battles 
continue throughout the Gaza 
Strip and Israeli troops swing 
round to confront Hezbollah in 
southern Lebanon.

This week the director of 
ambulance and emergency ser-
vices in Gaza was killed in an 
Israeli airstrike on a health clinic 
in Gaza City. Hani al-Jafarawi, 
described as a “pillar” of Gaza’s 
health system, is reported to 
be the 500th medical worker 
killed by Israeli forces since 7th 
October. An Israeli soldier was 
killed and 17 others injured in 
the occupied West Bank city of 
Jenin and the American initia-
tive to end the fighting, pushed 
through the United Nations as an 
Israeli “peace” plan, is faltering 
after Netanyahu says he’s only 
be willing to agree to a “partial” 
ceasefire deal that would not end 
the conflict.

Last weekend, some 150,000 
people demonstrated against 
Benjamin Netanyahu in Tel Aviv 
amid growing fears that his hard-
line Zionist coalition is poised to 
open up a new front against the 
Arabs in Lebanon. Meanwhile 
the rift between Netanyahu and 
his top army leadership is deep-
ening following the dissolution 

of the so-called “War Cabinet”, 
which was the main link between 
the executive and the Armed 
Forces.

Now another retired Israeli 
general has spoken out against 
escalation, saying an all-out 
war against Hezbollah would 
be “collective suicide” for Isra-
el. Retired Maj-General Itzhak 
Brik said: “If we look at what 
Hezbollah is doing to the Gal-
ilee in recent months – we find 
settlements crumbling, empty of 
people, on thousands of acres of 
burned land. Scenes that can be 
seen in Gaza are seen today in the 
North. The Iron Dome has been 
failing to stop the UAVs [drones], 
rockets, and missiles for months. 
We did not prepare ourselves for 
dozens of missiles every day let 
alone the thousands that we will 
have in the next war.”

On Channel 14, a far-right Is-
raeli TV station, Netanyahu said 
that Israel was prepared to pause 
fighting in Gaza for a partial deal 
in exchange for the freedom of 
some of the hostages held by 
Hamas, while maintaining that 
the war will not end until Hamas 
is destroyed. But his rejection of 
any realistic hostage release deal 
with the Palestinian resistance 

has been slammed by the Israeli 
Hostages and Missing Families 
Forum. “We strongly condemn 
the prime minister’s statement 
in which he walked back from 
the Israeli proposal. This means 
he is abandoning 120 hostages 
and harms the moral duty of the 
state of Israel to its citizens,” the 
group that speaks for the Israeli 
prisoners said this week.

Meanwhile Colonel Jacques 
Baud, a former NATO analyst 
and Swiss intelligence officer, 
says Israel’s tactics in Gaza go 
against all the rules of coun-
ter-insurgency and can only be 
explained as a deliberate effort 
to “eliminate the Palestinians” 
altogether.

Speaking on the Russian me-
dia, Baud said that Israel is “not 
trying to solve the problem [of 
Hamas violence] on the political 
side, as we normally should for a 

counterinsurgency. They are do-
ing it by brute force, meaning that 
they destroy people and that’s the 
name of the game.”

“The only explanation” for 
Israel’s refusal to entertain a 
political solution is not that “the 
Israelis are stupid and don’t know 
how to wage war,” Baud con-

New war fears on
Lebanese front!

tinued. “[It’s that] they’re doing 
this on purpose to eliminate the 
Palestinians.”

“Palestine will be exclusively 
Jewish, and that has always been 
their consistent policy,” he said. 
“They don’t dare do it in one 
shot. They are doing it in brutal 
sequences. The ultimate goal is to 
empty Palestine of Palestinians.”

While Netanyahu has never 
called for the wholesale de-popu-
lation of Gaza, several prominent 
allies in his hard-line Zionist 
coalition have. Finance Minister 
Bezalel Smotrich and National 
Security Minister Itamar Ben 
Gvir have both called for a ten-
fold reduction in Gaza’s popu-
lation, while a policy document 
compiled by Israel’s Ministry 
of Intelligence last year recom-
mended that the enclave’s 2.3 
million residents be driven into 
Egypt or sent to the West as 
refugees.

•	 Hezbollah ready to fight!



Last lap of the election…
It looks like curtains for Sunak on 4th July. Despite the 
fact that there is little enthusiasm for Keith Starmer 
on the street, nothing the Conservatives say can shift 
Labour’s 20-point lead in the opinion polls.

Amongst the Tory grandees the blame game has al-
ready begun, with Remainers looking to the Liberal-Dem-
ocrats while the die-hard racists and what’s left of their 
Brexit faction turn to Nigel Farage’s Reform platform. In 
Islington over a thousand volunteers are helping Jeremy 
Corbyn in his fight against the Labour machine to keep 
his seat in parliament, and Nigel Farage managed to break 
the bourgeois consensus on Ukraine last week.

To the eternal shame of the fake left Labour MPs who 
pose as peace campaigners while supporting NATO’s 
proxy war in Ukraine, Farage’s repeated calls for a peace 
settlement take Russia’s legitimate demands into consid-
eration. To the horror of Sunak and Starmer, who closed 
ranks to denounce Farage as an apologist for Vladimir 
Putin, Farage’s comments were favourably received on 
the street even in die-hard Tory and Labour areas. This is 
not surprising. Though tatty yellow and blue Ukrainian 
flags still fly over some Government buildings no-one on 
the street really cares about Zelensky these days.

Assange: the end of
a nightmare

Seven years holed up in the Ecuadorian embassy in 
London followed by five years cooped up in a dungeon 
in Belmarsh, Julian Assange paid a very high price 
for defending journalistic freedom. Now he walks free 
following a plea-bargain deal with the US courts that 
led to his release this week. We all wish him well as he 
starts to rebuild his life in Australia.

The WikiLeaks founder will now fight for a pardon 
that Donald Trump says he will consider seriously if he 
returns to the White House while Assange supporters vow 
to continue to campaign to change the law in the USA to 
prevent further prosecutions against journalists.

We’ve learned many lessons from the Assange cam-
paign, whose ultimate victory was undoubtedly due to 
Assange’s refusal to grovel to imperialist demands and his 
campaign’s determination to fight for his freedom across 
the globe. That campaign swayed the Australian Labor 
government into pressing for his release. It clearly also 
influenced the Biden administration that is well aware 
that it needs to woo the liberal constituency in the USA 
with a show of clemency if it hopes to beat off the chal-
lenge from the Trump camp at the presidential elections 
in November.

The lesson learnt is to have no faith in British ‘justice’ 
nor the courts and constitutions of the other members of 
the so-called ‘free world’ in Europe. They will all do the 
bidding of their masters in Washington when the chips are 
down. The American whistle-blower Edward Snowden 
made a wiser choice when he fled to Russia in 2013…
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NATO Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg is about to leave his 
post, and the upcoming NATO 
summit to be held in the USA 
next month will be his farewell 
tour, if nothing else. In the last 
two days, Stoltenberg went to 
Washington to warm up for 
the upcoming summit, at the 
same time showing off some 
of his own “achievements” to 
leave some political legacy for 
the past nine years in his post as 
NATO Secretary General. He 
touted that 23 of the 32-mem-
ber bloc have met the target of 
spending two per cent of GDP 
on defence, while revealing that 
NATO is discussing the deploy-
ment of more nuclear weapons. 
Stoltenberg’s remarks, which 
make the world feel uneasy and 
threatened, are said with easi-
ness and even great excitement. 
The NATO chief also continued 
to threaten China, saying that 
China cannot “have it both 
ways” between the West and 
Russia, and that if it does not 
change course “there should be 
consequences”.

In his nine years in office, the 
world saw the prolonged Syrian 
civil war, and the outbreak of the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict, as well 
as the Israel–Palestine conflict. 
The role of NATO, a product of 
the Cold War and the world’s 
largest military bloc, in the con-
flicts of such magnitude, is dis-
honourable. The Ukraine crisis, 
in particular, caused by the bloc’s 
eastward expansion, plunged 
Ukraine into war, further tore 
Europe apart, and brought NATO 
back to life. Even within the US 
and Europe, there has been harsh 
criticism and warnings about this.

Yet, Stoltenberg is not satis-
fied, as he continues to call on the 
West to supply more weapons to 
Ukraine in Washington, claiming 
it is the “path to peace”. But he 
cannot justify it, admitting that 
this “may seem like a paradox”. 
This is Stoltenberg’s way of cov-
ering up his culpability as well 

as the way of NATO as a whole: 
to create conflicts in the name of 
preventing crises and to exacer-
bate catastrophes in the name of 
managing crises. As one Western 
scholar summarised, invasion is 
hailed as “humanitarian interven-
tion”; coup d’état as “democratic 
revolution”; subversion as “de-
mocracy promotion”; gunboat 
diplomacy as “freedom of navi-
gation”; military bloc expansion 
as “European integration” and 
domination as “negotiation from 
a position of strength”.

Under Stoltenberg’s lead-
ership, NATO has also been 
attempting to interfere in the 
Asia-Pacific region, aligning 
with the strategic direction of the 
USA, and promoting “NATO’s 
Asia-Pacificisation”. Although 
such attempts have encountered 
resistance from the majority of 
countries in the Asia-Pacific 
region, and thus remain limited 
to a small circle of American 
allies, regional countries must 
not be negligent. The desire of 
regional countries to maintain 
regional peace and development 
does not mean that NATO has 
no intention of creating discord. 
NATO’s own history has proved 
that it strengthens its functions 
through crisis creation. Since it 
now intends to enhance its pres-
ence and functions on a global 
scale, it inevitably has to create 
larger crises.

On this point, insightful indi-
viduals internationally, including 
those in Western countries, have 
long provided incisive summa-
ries. Organisations like NATO 
have interfered in nearly all wars 
and conflicts since its foundation, 
consistently exporting war and 
only bringing more problems. 
In the cycle of seeking enemies, 
creating crises, and extending 
its existence, NATO aims to 
make China the latest target. 
In recent years, NATO summit 
declarations have increasingly 
mentioned China, and provoca-
tive actions against China have 

become more frequent. Partic-
ularly, Stoltenberg himself has 
repeatedly issued threats this 
year, demanding that China must 
choose sides between the West 
and Russia. In February alone, 
he created a notable scene during 
his US visit by making seven 
provocative statements about 
China in six days. His speeches 
are filled with confrontational 
language and echoes of the Cold 
War. Given that some political 
elites in the USA and Europe fre-
quently champion moral causes 
such as “opposing coercion” and 
“defending peace”, they should 
feel embarrassed by Stoltenberg’s 
remarks.

Stoltenberg’s strenuous ef-
forts to perform and use various 
occasions to promote the “China 
threat” narrative indirectly in-
dicate that this task is difficult. 
China consistently participates 
in international affairs as a re-
sponsible major power, pursuing 
peace and bringing opportunities. 
Even within NATO, China is one 
of the main trading partners for 
the majority of its 32 member 
countries. This is one of the 
reasons why NATO labels China 
as a “systemic challenge”. For 
a war-dependent entity such as 
NATO, a China that follows a 
path of peaceful development 
naturally becomes a “challenge”.

This year also marks NATO’s 
75th anniversary. Stoltenberg’s 
warmongering rhetoric is the 
best commentary on the role 
NATO has played over the last 
75 years. If Stoltenberg leaves 
any legacy during his term, it is 
conflict and war. People should 
be particularly wary of Stolten-
berg’s promotion of the “threat 
narrative”. History has repeatedly 
shown that such rhetoric always 
runs counter to peace, develop-
ment and prosperity. The louder 
NATO’s voice becomes, the more 
vigilant peace-loving people 
should remain.

Global Times

So long Stoltenberg…
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The Next
Prime Minister

by New Worker
correspondent

One remarkable feature of the 
present election is that Labour 
has had such an easy ride from 
the bourgeois press. So far, we 
have not heard anything about 
Sir Keir Starmer in his former 
role as Director of the Crown 
Prosecution Service (CPS), 
particularly over his inaction 
in the case of Sir Jimmy Savile 
OBE, Britain’s ‘best-loved’ 
paedophile.  

Equally, Starmer’s earlier 
career has not been an issue. 
Between 1986 to 1987, Starmer 
was editor of Socialist Alterna-
tives, a half-hearted Trotskyist 
journal which was the organ of 
the mighty British section of 
the International Revolutionary 
Marxist Tendency (IRMT), an 
organisation of which Starmer 
himself was a large percentage 
of its membership.

In those days he opposed the 
“paramilitary” policing of the 
Wapping dispute that broke the 
print unions in the newspaper 
industry. He was very keen on a 
“self-managing socialism” based 
on democratic control of produc-
tion for “use” rather than “profit”.

Starmer is not of course 
alone. Several other Trots have 
turned their coats in the past. 
Munira Mirza, a former advisor 
to Boris Johnson, is not the only 
ex-member of the former Rev-
olutionary Communist Party to 
find a home in the Tory Party. 
But to avoid charges of narrow 
sectarianism we must not forget 
that Margaret Thatcher’s eco-
nomic policies were shaped by 
Sir Alfred Sherman, a Young 
Communist League member who 
was the youngest Briton to fight 
against Franco in the Spanish 
Civil War.

In the right-wing press, such 
as the Daily Mail and the Tele-
graph, there have been attempts 
to bring this terrifying past of 
Starmer to light in order to scare 
the bourgeois out of their skins, 

but these have been few and far 
between.

It is not difficult to see why. 
At the CPS Starmer was ex-
tremely energetic in the case of 
the anti-austerity protesters who 
occupied Fortnum & Mason in 
2012, when some chocolate bun-
nies were tragically broken before 
they could get their heads bitten 
off by greedy children.

When, after the 2019 election 
(which was lost partly because of 
his sabotage), Starmer launched 
his leadership campaign by say-
ing he would be a more effec-
tive advocate of “Corbynism” 
than Corbyn and he boasted of 
providing legal support to the 
McLibel campaigners. This was 
group who leafleted branches of 
the American multinational food 
chain MacDonalds asserting their 
products were not the of health-
iest foodstuffs around, a fact 
MacDonalds contested in court 
at great expense. However, as this 
campaign had been infiltrated and 
a policeman even helped write the 
offending leaflet, one wonders 
if Starmer’s pro bono work was 
precisely that.

Under his watch the CPS ac-
tually advised undercover police 
officers on infiltration techniques. 
When it was exposed that some 
of those doing the infiltrating 
were organising illegal activities 
and fathering children with other 
activists, the only investigation 
by the CPS was a whitewash and 
no redress was forthcoming for 
activities organised in the name 
of an “anti-extremism” crusade 
– which focused primarily on 
environmentalists.

Starmer’s reluctance to pros-
ecute the police who shot and 
killed an innocent Brazilian 
electrician in the aftermath of the 
2005 London tube bombings is 
more typical. In contrast he was 
a very eager persecutor of Julian 
Assange, strongly urging Swed-

ish prosecutors to continue their 
efforts to attack him, while cut-
ting back on the Murdoch press 
phone-hacking prosecutions.

He even made no less than 
four trips to Washington to en-
sure that Assange was deported 
to Sweden to face sexual assault 
charges, which even British 
intelligence said was a fit up. 
Mysteriously all records of these 
trips have vanished.

Starmer made the law tough-
er on those improperly, often 
accidentally, claiming benefits 
(about 0.7 per cent of the welfare 
budget) by putting such offences 
under the Fraud Act that brought 
tougher sentences and lowered 
the thresholds which meant even 
the smallest offences could be 
pursued.

He was much softer on the 
£12 billion lost through corporate 
tax avoidance but drew up rules 
giving police officers more power 
to arrest demonstrators after the 
2010 student protests. This meant 
police could arrest someone for 
wearing a scarf on the grounds 
that could hide their identity or 
carrying deadly weapons such as 
placards. After the 2011 London 
riots he visited courts to con-
gratulate judges for tough and 
rapid sentences. This moved Ken 
Macdonald, his predecessor at the 
DPP to say this episode marked 
a “collective loss of proportion”, 
and an abnegation of “humanity 
or justice”.

MI5 is in debt to Starmer 
for him not prosecuting those 
involved in the CIA’s overseas 
torture programme. One might 
wonder if there is any connection 
between this and the fact that he 
secured a safe Labour seat less 
than two years after joining the 
Labour Party. Stranger things 
have happened.

Clearly the bourgeoisie have 
no reason to fear Starmer. Other 
papers are also keen on Starmer. 

At time of typing, the “paper 
of record”, The Times, has not 
declared its recommendation. 
But it always likes to be on 
the winning side, so it and its 
vulgar brother, the Sun, will 
likely endorse Starmer. The daily 
cartoons in the Times by Peter 
Brookes are particularly vicious 
towards Sunak. It is telling that 
the widespread coverage of the 
betting scandal involving a few 
highly placed Tories making a 
few pounds from multimillion 
gambling companies willing to 
take their money has been given 
such a high profile.

The newspaper endorsements 
have so far been predictable: The 
Telegraph for the Tories, the Mir-
ror for Labour, while the Mail has 
been frightening its readers away 
from voting for Reform on the 
grounds that this will only open 
the door to more Labour gains.

An Unlikely 
Convert

It is highly unlikely that Reform 
Party owner Nigel Farage is a 
New Worker reader or has had 
much engagement with the Inter-
national Ukrainian Anti-Fascist 
Solidarity movement, but he 
certainly set the cat among the 
pigeons by making the observa-
tion that “we provoked this war. 
Of course it’s his [Putin’s] fault 
he’s used what we’ve done as 
an excuse”. Similar sentiments 
were made over a decade ago by 
John Pilger in the Guardian on 
the 13th May 2014, and more re-
cently by the Pope in Rome. John 
Mearsheimer, the Chicago-based 
“realist” political scientist who 
thinks America needs to focus its 
energies on China has taken the 
same view.

Farage’s uncharacteristically 
sound remarks came at a time 

when the Tories are putting all 
their resources into defending 
normally extremely safe seats 
and complaining about the dan-
gers to democracy of Labour 
getting a “supermajority”, and 
so he was roundly denounced 
by the massed ranks of the third 
battalion of armchair generals.

Money Talks
Big business is now throwing its 
weight behind Labour. Electoral 
Commission figures show that by 
the half-way mark in the middle 
of June the Tories only raised 
£889,000 for the entire campaign. 
Last time round in 2019 they had 
a war chest of £8.7 million.

Labour is raking in the dosh 
from businessmen such as the 
Bestway Wholesale group and a 
mysterious organisation known 
as “The Spring Lunch”. In all it 
secured £5.3 million, of which 
£2.5 million came from Lord Da-
vid Sainsbury whose name says it 
all. Sainsbury was once the main 
backer of the old Social Demo-
cratic Party set up to destroy a 
more leftish Labour, so it is not 
difficult to see why he invests 
in Labour. Autoglass boss Gary 
Lubner gave £900,000, while 
hedge fund manager Martin Tay-
lor invested £700,000 in Labour. 
As train drivers’ union ASLEF 
has only supplied £100,000 it is 
not difficult to work out who will 
have the most influence.

The Green Party secured 
£20,000, which will not buy 
many ethically sourced biode-
gradable leaflets. Ironically, the 
only major contribution to Alex 
Salmond’s Alba Party was one of 
£36,305 that came from the Elec-
toral Commission by virtue of the 
fact that it has two MPs who have 
sworn loyalty to the Crown.

Jeremy Corbyn’s sup-

porters were out in 

strength last weekend 

as he battles against 

the Starmer machine to 

keep his Islington seat in 

North London.



25th June 2024
More than 12,000 trade unionists and 
pensioners marched through London and 
Edinburgh last Saturday to demand the 
Government must “Pay up for Pensions” 
and ensure a decent retirement for all.

The London march, filled with colourful 
union banners and led by a giant pink piggy 
bank, wound its way from the Embankment 
to Trafalgar Square for a rally addressed 
by union and pensioner leaders.

TUC research shows that it is low-paid 
workers who have been being hit hardest 
by the cutbacks in occupational pensions.

And recent crashes on the stock market have 
shown that private pensions are not secure.

So one of the main demands of the marchers 
was for the restoration of the link between 
average earnings and the level of the state 
pension.

The link was introduced in 1974 by Barbara 
Castle and abolished by the Thatcher 
Government in 1980.

Since then, the relative value of the state 
pension has declined steeply.

Pensioners can no longer live on this 
pension alone without means-tested benefits 
or tax credits on top.

TUC general secretary Brendan Barber 
said: “We have got something like two 
million of today’s pensioners living below 
the poverty line.”

Many on the march had lost occupational 
pensions they paid into for years because 
their employers went bankrupt. Around 
60,000 workers in Britain have suffered this 
catastrophic loss.

Many other employers have been arbitrary 

changing their final-salary pension schemes 
for less generous money-purchase schemes. 
The value of these schemes is not guaranteed 
but depends on stock market performances.

The unions are also alarmed at a new 
government plan “to give workers the right 
to work on until 70”. They fear this “right” 
is likely to become a necessity and many 
workers will never live to claim any pension 
at all. They will literally have to work until 
they drop.

The government has said it intends to 
transfer the burden from the state to the 
private or occupational pensions.

But many employers are unwilling to take 
on that burden and the unions fear that 
hundreds of thousands of people will have 
nothing to look forward to but poverty on 
just the state pension.

Meanwhile the bosses of the top 10 British 
companies have seen the value of their 
pensions soar by an average of 1.2 times 
in 2003, leaving them with pension funds 
worth an average £8.2 million.
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A Rare Victory
It is not often the left gets to claim 
an almost total victory against 
the Establishment, but all the 
rallies and pickets outside the 
court and vigils outside the Ec-
uadorian Embassy and Belmarsh 
have finally paid off in the case 
of Julian Assange, founder of 
Wikileaks, which caused so much 
embarrassment.

A deal means he was released 
from his dungeon and sent to an 
American colony in the Pacific, 
where he will plead guilty in 
court to one charge for which 
he will receive a brief custodial 
sentence that will be cancelled 
out by the five years already spent 
in the top-security Belmarsh. 
After these formalities were 
completed on Wednesday he was 
allowed to return to his native 
Australia, a more agreeable form 
of deportation than was practised 
centuries ago.

Naturally the Americans have 
agreed, for reasons of their own, 
to come up with this deal. Sleepy 
Joe Biden desperately needed 
something to keep his more lib-
eral supporters happy, especially 
as they have been alienated by his 
unwavering support for Zionist 
atrocities. The atrocities com-
mitted by the American military 

exposed by Wikileaks’ hacking 
of Pentagon computers include 
those under the watch of Obama 
and Biden and well as those from 
George W Bush.

The American government 
could have more easily prose-
cuted the New York Time which 
published the material made pub-
lic by Wikileaks, but that would 
not look good. Nearer to home, 
the Guardian which initially pub-
lished some of Assange’s revela-
tions showed very little support 
for the widespread campaign to 
free him. This is an all too typ-
ical stand by that sanctimonious 
organ of the liberal bourgeoisie. 
Older readers will remember 
how it failed to shield the whis-
tleblower who exposed British 
intelligence spying on CND once 
they had got their story.

Wikileaks said of the de-
cision: “This is the result of a 
global campaign that spanned 
grass-roots organisers, press 
freedom campaigners, legislators 
and leaders from across the polit-
ical spectrum, all the way to the 
United Nations. This created the 
space for a long period of negoti-
ations with the US Department of 
Justice, leading to a deal that has 
not yet been formally finalised.”

Australian Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese welcomed the 
announcement, piously claiming 
that: “I’ve been very clear as both 

the Labour leader and opposition, 
but also as prime minister that 
– regardless of the views that 
people have about Mr Assange’s 
activities – the case has dragged 
on for too long.”

National Union of Journalists 
(NUJ) general secretary Michelle 
Stanistreet said: “The release 
of Julian Assange, after a hard-
fought campaign by journalists 
worldwide, signifies the final 
stages of an ordeal he has faced 
for several years…the targeting 
and persecution of journalists in 
this way is one that underscores 
the need to defend journalism and 
the methods used daily, including 
when cultivating a source.”

Sir Keir Starmer has not made 
any comment so far.

The Class 
Struggle 

Continues
Despite electoral distractions the 
class struggle continues. One 
of the most important is that in 
South Wales, where workers are 
taking all-out strike action to save 
the steel works whose owners, 
Tata, are threatening to close it 
entirely.

On Monday about 1,500 Tata 
workers at Port Talbot and Llan-

wern will start all-out indefinite 
strike action to oppose Tata’s 
plans to cut 2,800 jobs and close 
its blast furnaces. This will be 
the first time in over 40 years 
that steel workers in the UK have 
taken strike action. This follows 
an overtime ban that began on 
17th June.

Sharon Graham, Unite’s gen-
eral secretary, said: “Our mem-
bers will not stand by while this 
immensely wealthy conglomer-
ate tries to throw Port Talbot and 
Llanwern on the scrapheap so it 
can boost its operations abroad. 
They know South Wales is ide-
ally placed to take advantage of 
the coming boom in green steel.

“The strikes will go on until 
Tata halts its disastrous plans. 
Unite is backing Tata’s workers 
to the hilt in their historic battle 
to save the Welsh steel industry 
and give it the bright future it 
deserves.”

The union optimistically 
points out that Labour has prom-
ised a £3 billion investment in 
privatised UK steel and that 
Labour has also made emergency 
talks with Tata a priority if it wins 
the election. The Tories have 
already offered Tata half that to 
subsidise Tata’s investment.

On Monday Tata threatened 
an early closure of the blast fur-
naces, which it claims it wants 
to replace with greener ones 

that cannot produce steel from 
scratch. These can only cope 
with recycled steel and cannot 
produce the high-quality steel 
needed for construction or vehi-
cle production.

The two other unions in-
volved, Community (the former 
Iron and Steel Trades Confeder-
ation) and GMB, both support 
the action. Eighty-five per cent 
of Community members vot-
ed to support while the much 
smaller GMB members voted 
by 72 per cent for action. Tata’s 
response was the threaten to cut 
redundancy payments to the bare 
minimum.

Despite Unite’s announce-
ment of all out-strike action, it is 
unclear if this deepening of the 
dispute will be followed by the 
other two unions, who have not 
had much to say in recent weeks 
and whose reputation for mili-
tancy is patchy to say the least. 
Despite the importance of this 
matter to the Welsh, and indeed 
UK, economy the Welsh TUC has 
next to nothing to say, preferring 
to focus on its 50th birthday nos-
talgia-fest celebrations.

Of lesser importance but 
worthy of note is the fact that 
the RMT marked International 
Seafarers Day on Monday when 
its members in the Royal Fleet 
Auxiliary (RFA) took strike 
action over pay. They had previ-
ously taken global action on the 
19th May.

General Secretary Mick 
Lynch said: “This strike rep-
resents more than just a demand 
for fair pay; it is a stand for the 
respect and acknowledgment of 
seafarers and their crucial role 
worldwide.”

He added that: “RFA manage-
ment and the government must 
urgently address this dispute and 
recognise the significant anger 
and frustration among RMT 
members.”

 Finally, it has been confirmed 
that GMB workers employed by 
Whyte & Mackay at two distill-
eries in the Scottish Highlands 
will definitely be taking strike 
action despite the other union 
involved, Unite, calling off its 
action. Unite’s members at the 
company’s bottling plant in Fife 
voted to accept an improved pay 
offer that they said amounted to 
10 per cent over two years; GMB 
say it’s only worth 6.8 per cent.

Whyte & Mackay warn that 
supplies could be seriously in-
terrupted.
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by Monica Moorehead

Eleven members of the Is-
raeli army died on 15th June 
in a blast of a Namer ar-
moured combat engineering 
vehicle (CEV) in Rafah, part 
of occupied Gaza. They were 
members of the “elite” Com-
bat Engineering Corps’ 601st 
Battalion. This is one of the 
highest numbers of Israeli 
troops eliminated in just one 
day since 7th October by the 
Palestinian resistance, which 
must rely on guerrilla tactics 
and mainly small, hand-
held weapons to fight the 
military might of the Amer-
ican-backed oppressors of 
their people.  

While the Israeli press 
reports that over 330 Israeli 
soldiers have died at the hands 
of the resistance in Gaza 
since 7th October, the Zionist 
government has been known 
to deflate the real numbers of 
their dead and wounded.

Of course, the deaths of 
Israeli troops come nowhere 
close to the over 37,000 
Palestinian civilians massa-
cred – including over 16,000 
children – and over 85,000 
wounded since 7th October by 
the Zionist state.

These numbers alone re-
fute the false narrative in 
the corporate media that the 
genocide and ethnic cleansing 
in Gaza is an Israeli war with 
Hamas. Despite these horren-
dous numbers, the support 
for the resistance amongst the 
resilient Palestinian people 
remains strong.

The truth is that for over 
eight months a united Pales-
tinian resistance made up of 
Islamic and secular forces 
has been able to challenge 
the so-called superiority of 
the well-oiled Israeli military 
machine. The determination 
of the resistance has brought 
about a growing meltdown 
and demoralisation of the Is-
raeli army, never seen before 
since the apartheid Zionist 
state was established in 1948, 

with the support of American 
and British imperialism. 

Many of these soldiers 
– cannon fodder for a set-
tler-colonial regime – have 
developed a growing mistrust 
and disillusionment with the 
Israeli government, including 
the main war criminal Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu.

Israeli soldiers who have 
survived battles with the re-
sistance have stated in public 
hearings that they are suffer-
ing from post-traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD), along with 
having to adjust to amputated 
limbs. According to the Israeli 

senior officers, some very se-
nior, criticism of the conduct 
of decision-makers in the 
political and security echelons 
– what I heard tonight is com-
pletely different. It is a major 
crisis of trust, real anger and 
frustration. It is time to bring 
the truth to light. Whoever 
thinks there is an operation in 
Rafah is wrong. As for those 
who know that there is not 
and briefs that there is, they 
are lying.

“We have no more children 
left for intermediate situa-
tions. The cost of indecision 
is too high for us. The lack of 
leadership hurts us too much.

Regarding the lack of 
humanitarian aid entering 
Gaza, an Israeli officer made 
a startling comment about the 
people of Gaza: “They are not 
breaking and we are dying!”

Benny Gantz, a member 
of Netanyahu’s war cabinet, 
along with another Israeli 
minister, Gadi Eisenkot, re-
signed from their posts on 9th 
June over strategic differences 
on how to achieve a mili-
tary victory in Gaza against 
Hamas, the Islamic Resistance 
Movement, and also on how 
the release of the remaining 
Israeli hostages should be 
resolved.

Palestinian Resistance breaks 
morale of Israel’s military

in southern Gaza by Israel’s 
Southern Command to allow 
the flow of some humanitarian 
aid. This military decision was 
disputed by Netanyahu and 
Defence Minister Yoav Gal-
lant, according to reports in 
the Haaretz [The Land] daily. 
This dispute clearly reflects 
a schism regarding tactics 
between the government and 
the military due to the strength 
of the resistance.

Mass protests have also 
erupted across Israel in the 
tens of thousands, especially 
in the capital, Tel Aviv, de-
manding Netanyahu’s resig-
nation. Another main protest 
demand is an exchange of the 
Israeli hostages, dead or alive, 
for the release of thousands of 
Palestinian prisoners. The lat-
ter have been kidnapped and 
illegally detained for months 
and even years in torture 
chambers. These protests have 
been led by the families of the 
hostages, some of whom were 
killed on or after 7th October 
by gun-fire from the Israeli 
troops.

An Israeli army spokes-
man stated: “It must be said 
frankly: we cannot return all 
the captives through military 
operational means.”

Coupled with the deepen-
ing global isolation of Israel 
on many fronts in both the 
Global South and Global 
North, it is the Palestinian 
resistance that has played the 
decisive role in the inevitable 
crumbling of the Israeli state, 
along with the growing po-
litical isolation of its allies, 
especially the USA, Germany 
and France.

But it took the launching 
of the heroic Al-Aqsa Flood 
offensive on 7th October to 
help bring to light that this 
spiralling crisis is not only 
impacting on the Israeli army 
but also on the entire Israeli 
society built on mass dis-
placement, theft of land and 
resources and fascist genocide 
for the last 76 years.

Workers World (USA)

organisation Nifgashim, over 
10,000 Israeli reserve soldiers 
are now in some kind of men-
tal therapy after their stint in 
Gaza. A growing number of 
them have attempted or actu-
ally have committed suicide 
when they returned home, 
causing a crisis of disillusion-
ment within the Israeli army.

After speaking to Israe-
li officers in Rafah, Israeli 
journalist Hallel Biton Rosen 
wrote: “Eight months and 
eight days I have been cov-
ering the damned war. More 
than once I have heard from 

“The bluff of conquering 
Rafah is not working. On 
the other hand, there aren’t 
enough munitions and not 
enough engineering tools. It’s 
really unclear what the forces 
on the ground are doing right 
now.

“They are deceiving the 
public when statements are 
released saying that we have 
advanced in another neigh-
bourhood and another area, 
these few more metres are a 
joke – the Rafah Brigade [of 
Al-Qassam] is still standing 
on its feet.”

The resignation of Gantz is 
a major political blow to the 
right-wing-dominated Israeli 
government because Gantz 
was the main centrist spokes-
man within the Israeli cabinet. 
Gantz was also calling for ear-
ly elections in order to remove 
Netanyahu from his powerful 
position. These two resigna-
tions ignited the dissolution 
of the Zionist war cabinet on 
17th June. These war criminals 
can be likened to rats jumping 
off a sinking ship.

An 11th hour “tactical 
pause” has been instituted 

•	 Calling for a general strike to force new Israeli elections outsidethe Histradrut labour federation HQ 
in Tel Aviv. 
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by Eduardo Vasco

When the news of the 
death of the Iranian 
president, Ebrahim 
Raisi, in a helicopter 
crash broke in May 
the first thing that 
came to mind to any-
one with a modicum 
of critical thinking 
was – is this Israel’s 
doing?

This is absolutely 
legitimate speculation. 
The journalists and 
commentators who 
work directly or in-
directly for the im-
perialist propaganda 
machine categorically 
dismiss it, however. 
This is pure hypocrisy. 
It is they themselves 
who love to make the 
most idiotic specula-
tions about everything 
– when it suits their 
bosses, that is.

When Evgeny Pri-
gozhin’s helicopter 
crashed, for example, 
the first speculation 
made by these propa-
gandists was that Putin 
was responsible for the 
death of the Wagner 
Group mercenary lead-
er who had recently led 
a revolt against the Pu-
tin government. That 
was the great “fact” 
that underpinned the 
logic of this argument. 
He was an opponent of 
Putin, so Putin would 
most likely have or-
dered his elimination.

No matter that Pri-
gozhin had reconciled 
and been pardoned 
by the Russian presi-
dent; that the helicop-
ter had crashed near 
the Ukrainian border 
and that the Russians 
had warned him about 
Ukrainian sabotage.

We  m a y  n e v e r 
know the truth. Amer-
ican propagandists, 

however, tried to turn 
speculation into proof 
in a campaign led by 
the Wall Street Jour-
nal  which claimed 
that members of the 
Russian government 
had set up Prigozhin’s 
murder. The sources? 
Western intelligence 
agents. In other words, 
the CIA, MI6 and their 
subsidiaries.

Everyone knows 
that they have an end-
less track record of 
planting false infor-
mation in the press 
against their enemies. 
Would the Wall Street 
Journal publish a sto-
ry accusing the Israeli 
government of shoot-
ing down an Iranian 
president’s helicopter, 
whose source was the 
FSB (the successor to 
the KGB)?

Quite the opposite. 
Most imperialist pro-
paganda outlets don’t 
raise the idea of Israeli 
involvement even in or-
der to ridicule it. They 
know that any mention 
of Israel in connection 

with the crash would 
plant doubt in those 
who haven’t thought 
about the possibility of 
foul play.

The BBC’s Jeremy 
Bowen suggested that 
there was the possibil-
ity of sabotage related 
to internal opponents, 
both inside and outside 
the Iranian govern-
ment “but we have no 
evidence for any of 
that”. But these “pos-
sibilities”, according to 
what emerges from his 
comment, are legiti-
mate speculation. What 
is unreasonable, by the 
BBC’s standards, is 
the “instinct to blame 
Israel”.

“Israeli officials 
have told journalists 
that they are not in-
volved in this. It’s hard 
to see how Israel ben-
efits from something 
that would be inter-
preted, in practice, as 
a provocative act of 
war,” Bowen said.

Let’s break this 
down. Firstly, the fact 
that Israel denies in-

volvement means noth-
ing. It’s just a rhetorical 
propaganda weapon 
for reporters to feign 
impartiality by listen-
ing to “both sides”. 
“So-and-so said this, 
while so-and-so said 
that.” That’s it, the 
journalist’s job is done. 
No need to investigate 
anything!

S e c o n d l y ,  t h e 
commentator admits 
to having cognitive 
difficulties in “seeing 
how Israel benefits” 
from the elimination of 
the head of state of its 
greatest enemy. In fact, 
it’s nothing of the sort. 
He is fully aware of 
how it benefits Israel, 
as it would benefit any 
country whose enemy 
leader is slaughtered. 
He’s just a hypocrite 
who tries to absolve 
Israel of legitimate ac-
cusations. 

Finally, he consid-
ers that Israel killing 
the president of Iran 
“would be interpreted, 
in practice, as a provoc-
ative act of war”. Does 

he also think that Xi 
Jinping having Joe 
Biden killed wouldn’t 
necessarily be a provo-
cation to the USA? It’s 
obvious that if Israel 
shot down Raisi’s he-
licopter, it was an act 
of war! And therefore, 
Iran would have the ab-
solute right to respond 
in kind to a war started 
by Israel.

The American-led 
propaganda machine 
euphemistically called 
the  “ in ternat ional 
press” is just a mouth-
piece for Israel. On 
23rd October last year, 
Joel Pinheiro da Fon-
seca, a columnist in the 
Brazilian daily Folha 
de S. Paulo, claimed 
it was the Palestin-
ians themselves who 
bombed Gaza’s al-Ahli 
Hospital a few days 
earlier. In a shamefully 
misleading article, he 
cited the news reports 
that pointed to Israel as 
the culprit and refuted 
them with the conclu-
sion that, nevertheless 
“the emerging consen-

sus is that the missile 
did not come from Isra-
el. It was a rocket from 
the Islamic Jihad group 
that broke apart and 
fell in the hospital car 
park. In all likelihood, 
there were fewer than 
500 deaths.” Where did 
you get that from?

He didn’t say. He 
only quoted Folha it-
self and the New York 
Times, which decid-
ed to be “cautious”. 
He didn’t provide any 
sources for his state-
ment, nor did he even 
indicate whether the 
two newspapers had 
been based on any 
facts. Also, if he had 
provided a source for 
his statement, he would 
have revealed his to-
tal bias: it was Israel 
and the USA that ac-
cused Islamic Jihad 
of responsibility for 
the hospital deaths. 
The pair responsible 
for the genocide in 
Gaza are a less reliable 
“source” than the CIA 
when it was used by the 
Wall Street Journal to 
accuse Russia of kill-
ing Prigozhin. And the 
Folha columnist’s arti-
cle was written with all 
the pomp of one who is 
above the “narratives”, 
with the sacred mission 
of disproving that Isra-
el was to blame!

T h e  c o l u m n i s t 
hid the source of his 
“discovery” because 
he knew that if he re-
vealed it, his article 
would be mocked and 
no-one would have 
taken him seriously. 
He also – wilfully? – 
ignored investigations 
by the BBC, Channel 
4 and Al Jazeera pub-
lished before his arti-
cle, which pointed out 
serious inconsistencies 
in the Israeli-Ameri-

The double standards of 
the imperialist press

•	 The news breaks on RT.
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can version and which 
stated that it was not 
yet possible to reach 
a conclusive result on 
where the attack came 
from.

Four months later, 
Goldsmiths College’s 
Forensic Architec-
ture research agency 
published a study that 
also reveals serious 
inconsistencies in the 
Israeli-American ver-
sion bought by Joel 
Pinheiro da Fonseca 
and states that “what 
happened at al-Ahli 
remains inconclusive”, 
also accusing the Israe-
lis of having “launched 
an aggressive disin-
formation campaign” 
after the event.

The s tudy con-
ducted by Forensic 
Architecture and led 
by Eyal Weizman, an 
Israeli-born researcher, 
concludes that Israel 
is the logical culprit. 
Over the previous 10 
days, the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) 
had counted 51 Israe-
li attacks on Gaza’s 
medical infrastructure. 
Four days earlier Israel 
had ordered the evacu-
ation of all hospitals in 
northern Gaza, includ-
ing al-Ahli; and three 
days earlier Israel had 
attacked the cancer 
treatment ward of the 
same hospital, possi-
bly as a warning that 
a larger attack would 
take place, as Israel is 
wont to do.

Furthermore, the 
study concludes, Is-
rael’s attacks on Gaza 
hospitals follow a 
“consistent pattern” 
with attacks on the sur-
rounding area, direct 
targeting, siege and oc-
cupation. These notes 
mean that everything 
indicates that the direct 
attack on the hospital, 
with almost 500 dead 
according to the Gaza 
Ministry of Health, 
was by Israel, and 
nothing indicates that 
it was the Palestinians 
themselves. Therefore, 
Joel Pinheiro da Fon-

seca’s claim that “it 
was a rocket from the 
Islamic Jihad group 
that smashed into the 
hospital car park” is 
not backed up by any 
serious investigation – 
and there were already 
many that refuted it. It 
is therefore a lie. It’s 
fake news.

But a report in Es-
tado de S. Paulo (Es-
tadão) has managed to 
outdo the falsehoods of 
the Folha columnist. 
In fact, it’s an Agence 
France-Presse (AFP) 
dispatch published in 
the New York Times 
that Estadão repro-
duced on 16th May this 
year. The fake news 
is headed “Nationalist 
and pro-Russia activ-
ist shoots Slovakia’s 
premier 5 times”.

Within the story, 
there is no proof of 
what the headline says. 
Just a description in the 
headline that the shoot-
er is “an ultranational-
ist and a sympathiser 
of Russian President 
Vladimir Putin” and 
in another section that 
“he is a sympathiser of 
the paramilitary group 
Slovenskí  Branci , 
linked to the Kremlin”.

There is no con-
nection between the 
information in the ar-

ticle. In fact, the only 
information that could 
support the headline 
is the latter, but be-
ing a sympathiser of 
a Slovak group (sup-
posedly) linked to the 
Kremlin doesn’t make 
him a “sympathiser of 
the Russian president”, 
as the headline says, 
nor does it make him a 
“pro-Russia militant”, 
as the headline claims.

So far, the report 
published in Estadão 
is an aberration that 
uses a small piece of 
information at the end 
of the text to misrepre-
sent and exaggerate it. 
Technically, its head-
line can be considered 
a lie because the text 
doesn’t corroborate 
what was announced. 
It’s the eagerness to 
blame Russia for a 
most repulsive crime.

That’s not all. The 
entire report is manipu-
lated, not just the head-
line. Juraj Cintula, the 
shooter, has, it is true, 
expressed pro-Russian 
sentiments, as Hungar-
ian journalist Szabolcs 
Panyi “discovered” by 
“digging through his 
Facebook posts”, as 
mentioned in the report 
published in Estadão. 
But that was many 
years ago.

In 2022, when Rus-
sia intervened militar-
ily in Ukraine, Cin-
tula began to express 
support for Kiev and 
the neo-liberal ideas 
disseminated by the 
USA, as well as to 
heavily criticise Prime 
Minister Robert Fico, 
who has suspended 
arms shipments to 
Ukraine and supports 
rapprochement with 
Russia. Cintula even 
took part in an an-
ti-government protest 
on 24th April in which 
the demonstrators car-
ried an EU flag and 
shouted “Long live 
Ukraine”, according 
to a video broadcast 
by Slovak media. In 
fact, even the report 
itself recognises that 
Cintula is a critic of the 
government’s policies, 
particularly Fico’s po-
sition on the press.

The Slovak press, as 
in any country where 
the ruling class is a 
vassal of imperialism, 
has a pro-NATO, pro-
EU and pro-Ukraine 
editorial line and has 
put a lot of pressure 
on the prime minister 
and his government to 
abandon neutrality and 
fully support NATO’s 
policy on Ukraine and 
Russia. Fico is branded 

a “pro-Russia” leader 
– almost a puppet of 
Putin, by both Slovak 
and Western media.

The Slovak govern-
ment has been accusing 
the mainstream me-
dia of being the main 
culprits in the attack, 
since they are running 
a “hate speech” cam-
paign against the prime 
minister and good re-
lations with Russia. 
The report published 
by Estadão could eas-
ily be included in this 
campaign, as well as 
being one of the most 
bizarre pieces of inter-
national fake news in 
recent days, because it 
completely inverts the 
facts and reality.

Furthermore, an at-
tack on a head of state 
is rarely carried out by 
a “lone wolf”, as Cintu-
la wants to paint it – or 
as they do with Lee 
Harvey Oswald, John 
F Kennedy’s assassin. 
Taking into account Fi-
co’s political positions 
and government prac-
tice of neutrality and 
therefore opposition 
to imperialist orders, 
and the fact that the 
shooter is a follower 
of imperialist politics 
and an opponent of 
Fico, and considering 
the long record of at-

tacks orchestrated by 
the USA and Europe-
an powers, it is quite 
possible that they are 
behind this assassina-
tion attempt. Contrary 
to what Estadão says, 
Fico was attacked by a 
“pro-NATO” and an-
ti-Russia militant, not 
a pro-Russia one.

But let’s go back 
to the Ebrahim Raisi 
case. It would be the 
duty of any member 
of the press to ques-
tion the conditions in 
which the helicopter 
“crashed”. We won’t 
see these questions in 
the major newspapers, 
because their job is 
not to put their finger 
on the wound, but to 
hide it.

Doesn’t  anyone 
find it strange that the 
percentage of heads 
of state killed in he-
licopter or aeroplane 
accidents is so high? 
Security policy analyst 
Michael Maloof raised 
a question: there were 
three helicopters to-
gether in a convoy and 
one of them crashed, 
with no emergency sig-
nal. And if it was due 
to fog, why didn’t the 
other two crash, only 
the helicopter carrying 
the president of the re-
public and the foreign 
minister?

It seems that aero-
planes real ly hate 
heads of state. What 
bad luck for Raisi and 
Iran’s prime minister, 
poor things!

But to avoid bad 
luck, a word of advice 
for the next Iranian 
president: be careful 
when getting on a he-
licopter, especially if 
your country is in a 
cold war with Isra-
el, which has already 
blown-up gas pipelines 
in Iran, assassinated 
Iranian nuclear scien-
tists, and less than two 
months ago bombed its 
embassy in Syria. You 
never know. Accidents 
do happen…

Pravda.ru

•	  Iranians mourn the loss of their leader.
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LETTERS

The editor welcomes 
letters from our readers.

If you have a contri-
bution to make please 
make sure it reaches 
us before Wednesday. 

You can send your 
letters to: PO Box 73, Lon-
don SW11 2PQ,or email 
party@NCP.clara.net

UNTIL SUN 15 SEPT
London School of Econom-
ics: A Say in the End of the 
World: Solidarity and Nucle-
ar Defence in the Cold War. 
Exhibition, LSE Library, 
10 Portugal Street, London, 
WC2 2HD.

UNTIL MON 30 SEPT
Working Class Movement 
Library: Here We Stand: The 
Art of International Solidar-
ity. WCML, 51 Crescent, 
Salford M5 4WX.

SAT 29 JUNE
Palestine Solidarity Cam-
paign: Boycott Barclays 
to demand it ends in com-
plicity in Israel’s genocide. 
See PCS website for local 
actions.

SAT 29 JUNE
TUC Women Chainmakers’ 
Festival. 11:00–16:00, Mary 
Macarthur Gardens, Lower 
High Street, Cradley Heath, 
B64 5AB.

SAT 29 JUNE
Stand Up To Racism: 
National Demonstration 
Against Deportations to 
Rwanda. Assemble 12:00 
Bath Road, London UB3 
5BQ for march to Colnbrook 
Refugee Detention Centre.

SAT 29 JUNE
Korean Friendship Associa-
tion: Picket of US and south 
Korean puppet London em-
bassies 15:00 hours Details 
TBC.

THURS 4 JULY
General Election Nation-
wide. Vote Labour except in 
Islington North.

SAT 6 JULY
National March for Pales-
tine: Tell the new govern-
ment to stop arming Israel! 
12:00 Central London. De-
tails TBC.

SAT 6 JULY
International Brigade Me-
morial Trust: Annual Com-
memoration of British vol-
unteers in the Spanish Civil 
War. 13:00–14:00, Jubilee 
Gardens, Southbank, Lon-
don, SE1 7PG.

WED 10 JULY
CND Trade Union Adviso-
ry: How can trade unions 
organise against the growing 
nuclear threat? 19:00-20:00, 
webinar. Register on CND 
website.

SAT 13 JULY
Durham Miners  Gala : 
D u r h a m  R a c e c o u r s e , 

Durham DH1 3BN.

SAT 13 JULY–25 JULY
Lakenheath Alliance for 
Peace: International peace 
camp. Details TBC.

THUR 18 JULY
Marx Memorial Library: 
Stories of Solidarity: Tol-
puddle Martyrs & Clerken-
well Green. 18:00 MML, 
37a Clerkenwell Green, 
London, EC1R 0DU.

THUR 18 JULY
Campaign for Nuclear Dis-
armament: Eurobomb? No 
thanks! Preventing nucle-
ar proliferation in Europe. 
18:30 Webinar. Book on 
CND website.

FRI 19–SUN 21 JULY
Tolpuddle Martyrs Festi-
val: Tolpuddle, Dorchester 
Road, Tolpuddle, Dorset, 
DT2 7EH.

TUES 23-SAT 27 JULY
Oranges and Stone symbol-
ic play about Palestine by 
Mojisola Adebayo, Theatro 
Technis, 26 Crowndale Rd, 
London NW1 1TT. Book on 
TT website.

SUN 28 JULY
No Pasaran Memorial Com-
mittee North Lanarkshire: 
13:00, Duchess of Hamil-
ton Park, 117 Avon Street, 
Motherwell ML1 3AL.

TUE 6 AUG & FRI 9 AUG
Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
Day: See CND website for 
details of nationwide events.

SUN 18 AUG 
Potteries Chartist Festival, 
11:00–16:00, TUC Mid-
lands, Market Place, Burs-
lem, Stoke on Trent, ST6 
4AT.

SUN 1 SEPT
Burston Strike School Rally, 
normally held at Church 
Green, Burston, near Diss, 
Norfolk.

6 SEPT–10 OCT
10 TO 4 Productions: Ca-
ble Street: A New Musi-
cal. Southwark Playhouse 
Elephant, 1 Dante Place, 
London SE11 4RX.

SAT 7 SEPT
Joseph Arch Day Barford 
Warwickshire. Details TBA.

SUN 15 SEPT
Scottish Morning Star Con-
ference, Scottish TUC, 8 
Landressy Street, Bridgeton, 
Glasgow G40 1BP.

Diary
Check the Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign and Stop the War Coalition 
websites for emergency Gaza protests 
across the country.

Dear Comrades
During the 1970s and ‘80s 
Japan emerged as a world 
leader in technical excel-
lence. It was unmatched 
in the field of consumer 
electronics as it captured 
the market with outstand-
ing products that set new 
standards for quality and 
performance. Cars and 
motorcycles renowned 
for their reliability and 
quality sold in increas-
ing numbers. The USA, 
which had once been a 
great innovator in the 
early days of competitive 
capitalism, was no longer 
able to compete. State 
monopoly capitalism had 
developed, and it was 
now cheaper and easier 
to ensure greater profits 
by other means. With its 
powerful dominance of 
world trade and finance, 
American imperialism 
was in a position to im-
pose trade restrictions 
and to influence currency 
exchange rates. The Jap-
anese phenomenon was 
over.

Today a feeling of déjà 
vu becomes apparent as a 
similar situation develops 
between the USA and 
People’s China. Under the 
leadership of the Com-
munist Party of China 
the people’s republic has 
risen from dire poverty 
to become a major eco-
nomic powerhouse and 
the world’s leading man-
ufacturer. China threatens 
no-one. It seeks peace-
ful co-operation with the 
world. There is, however, 
a great deal of difference 
between the responses of 
China and Japan. Peo-
ple’s China will not be 

bullied and meekly obey 
the diktats of US imperi-
alism. The Chinese lead-
ership remains resolute 
and strong and will not 
sacrifice the achievements 
of its people at the altar of 
US hegemony.

China’s progress is 
impressive. Although a 
late-comer to space explo-
ration it has demonstrated 
its prowess in undertaking 
extremely complex tasks. 
In the field of aircraft 
design and manufacture, 
COMAC, which was only 
established in 2008, is 
developing a full range 
of commercial planes to 
securely meet its own 
requirements and to chal-
lenge the duopoly of Boe-
ing and Airbus. Its first 
aircraft, the 97-seat AR 
J21 regional jet, has now 
been joined by the C 919 
to compete with Boeing 
737. Two wide-bodied 
aircraft, the C929 and 
C939, are under devel-
opment and both will 
have Chinese jet engines. 
China’s electric cars have 
become world leaders in 
quality, value and design. 
China’s infrastructure 
projects are awesome and 
its green technology sec-
ond to none. The electron-
ic giant Huawei, which 
the Americans attempted 
to strangle, has made a 
remarkable comeback 
with new class-leading 
products.

With rising levels of 
prosperity China’s vast 
market is growing strong-
ly, presenting tremendous 
opportunities for western 
products and services. 
Will the second-rate im-
perialist powers continue 
to follow the wishes of 
their masters in Washing-
ton by imposing further 
sanctions that may lead 
to their own economic 
failure, or will they em-
brace a sense of realism 
by increasing trade and 
co-operation for their mu-
tual benefit with People’s 
China!
John Maryon
Suffolk

Dear Comrades
Seventy-four years ago 
the US imperialists, the 
ringleaders of world im-
perialism and internation-
al reactionaries, provoked 
a war in Korea on the 25th 
June 1950 by instigating 
their south Korean pup-
pets to attack the young 
Democratic People’s Re-
public of Korea (DPRK). 
The US imperialists were 
hungry for profits and 
conquest. The US impe-
rialists fought an unjust 
aggressive war against 
the Korean people. The 
US imperialists launched 
a war of conquest against 
the DPRK, a war to de-
stroy the Juche-based 
people’s democratic sys-
tem in the DPRK as well 
to destroy socialism in 
Asia and the world.

The Korean people led 
by the great revolution-
ary leader and national 
hero Kim Il Sung, a true 
military strategic genius 
and ever-victorious iron-
willed brilliant command-
er, fought a fierce anti-im-
perialist, anti-US struggle 
against US imperialism 
and the allied forces of 
international reaction. It 
was a fierce class struggle 
against the enemies of 
the people. The Korean 
people fought a national 
liberation war against the 
Yankee imperialist invad-
ers, a war of justice for in-
dependence and freedom 
and also a war to reunify 
the sacred motherland. 
The Fatherland Liberation 
War of the Korean people 
proved to be a crucible of 
the Songun idea.

We condemn the ap-
palling barbarity of the 
US imperialists during 
the Fatherland Liberation 
War. We denounce their 
crimes of massacring ci-
vilians, the use of biolog-
ical and chemical weap-
ons. Some 35,383 people 
were murdered by the 
Americans at Sinchon-ri 
and 1,050 people at Su-
san-ri (one-third of the 
population of the area), 
just to give a few exam-

ples. The US imperialists 
tried to exterminate the 
Korean people by carry-
ing out the war that they 
long planned.

The US imperial-
ists have increased their 
threats to People’s Korea 
and have been carrying 
out numerous military 
exercises threatening the 
DPRK. The US imperi-
alist and south Korean 
puppets are stepping up 
their war moves plus the 
USA is openly deploying 
strategic nuclear assets.

On this occasion we 
express our wholehearted 
support for the DPRK 
led by respected Marshal 
Kim Jong Un in its strug-
gle for independence, jus-
tice and peace. We must 
step up our campaigning 
to defend People’s Korea 
with No Ifs or Buts.
Dermot Hudson
London

Dear Comrades
It is interesting to see who 
the biggest donors to the 
Tories are.

Frank Hester and his 
private company TPP 
have given £15 million to 
the Tories. His company 
has profited from £135 
million worth of contracts 
with the Department of 
Health and Social Care in 
less than four years. And 
Hester was found to have 
made repeated racist and 
sexist comments, includ-
ing a vile attack on Diane 
Abbott.

Then there is billion-
aire Mohamed Mansour. 
He was a Minister in Pres-
ident Hosni Mubarak’s 
government in Egypt be-
tween 2006 and 2009. 
That regime arrested and 
tortured opponents who 
were demanding demo-
cratic and workers’ rights. 
Mansour has given the 
Tories £5 million with 
a further £600,000 also 
coming from one of his 
companies.
Alan Stewart
Wakefield
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JOIN US!
For peace! 
justice! 
socialism!
I would like to join 
the New Communist 
Party....
I would like more 
info about the NCP....

Name.........................

...................................

Address.....................

....................................

...................................

...................................

postcode...................

phone........................
Send to NCP, PO Box 
73, London SW11 
2PQ.

BOOST OUR 
FUND
Make your 
commitment to 
sustaining the 
New Worker in the 
struggle for peace 
and socialism
COMPLETE THE 
BANKER’S ORDER 
FORM BELOW:
The Manager.............
................................
bank. Bank’s 
address.....................
....................................
....................................
Please pay to the 
New Worker account 
No 50492464, 08-90-
34, Co-op Bank plc, 
17 High St, Kingston-
upon-Thames, KT1 
1LP. the sum of
£...............................
(in words) each 
month starting 
on.............................
...................................
Signature....................
....................................
RETURN THIS FORM 
TO: 

NCP Fund, PO Box 
73, London SW11 
2PQ.

Scottish 
Political 
News
by our Scottish political 
affairs correspondent

While the Tories are 
getting into trouble for 
senior officials placing 
bets on the date of the 
general election, the SNP 
have been getting into 
hot water for alleged-
ly using parliamenta-
ry supplied stamps for 
electoral purposes. First 
Minister John Swinney 
predictably denied any 
wrongdoing saying it was 
only a case of “humorous 
remarks”, but the case 
is being taken seriously 
enough for an official 
investigation by parlia-
mentary officials.

The matter came to 
light when a whistleblow-
ing SNP staff member at 
Holyrood exposed the fact 
that his four of his col-
leagues were discussing 
on WhatsApp means of 
obtaining postage stamps 
for the election campaign. 
Swinney’s own office man-
ager was recorded as say-
ing that the “stamp fairy is 
very useful when it comes 
to campaigns” and anoth-
er asked if stamps could 
be traceable back to the 
purchaser.

Some SNP election lit-
erature has been delivered 
using Christmas stamps. 
This perhaps small affair 
says much about the pres-
ent state of the SNP: once 
a mighty party of some 
125,000 members and a 
legion of volunteers, it is 
now reduced to scrabbling 
about in office drawers for 
the means of distributing 
their election propaganda.

An Unlikely 
Villian

Alex Salmond’s Alba Party 
has not made much of an 
impact in this election. One 
of the few occasions was 
when their candidate for 

FROM THE
NEW COMMUNIST PARTY
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Lothian East (and former 
SNP MP for the constit-
uency), George Kerevan, 
denounced his Labour rival 
Douglas Alexander as “a 
war criminal who helped 
invade Iraq and kill half a 
million people”. 

Wee Dougie Alexander 
(who lost his seat in the 
2015 SNP landslide) makes 
an unlikely pantomime vil-
lain. True he was a member 
of the Blair Government, 
but only in the non-Cabinet 
role of Minister for State 
at the Cabinet Office at the 
time of the invasion and 
was later Chancellor of the 
Duchy of Lancaster, a post 
which has not involved 
much slaughtering since 
the 15th Century. Labour 
was probably correct to 
reply that this was an “ever 
more desperate attempt 
to generate publicity for 
his failing candidacy”. 
Alba does not feature, even 
in Scotland-only opinion 
polls, except amongst the 
“others” category who ac-
count for about two or three 
per cent collectively.

Punch and 
Judy

The SNP’s manifesto has 
predictably been rubbished 
from all sides. On the na-
tionalist fringe they were 
described as the “artless 
dodgers” by Alex Salmond, 
who said they were “bla-
tantly pickpocketing es-
tablished Alba policy – first 
the Council Tax freeze 
and then a proposed social 
tariff on heating bills”. 
But at the same time, he 
deplored them for refusing 
to steal the Alba strategy on 
achieving independence.

Salmond wisely point-
ed out however, that “no 
rational person believes 
that the SNP will deliver 
independence by losing 
19 seats at the General 
election – as the bar in their 
own manifesto sets out”. 
This was a reference to the 
SNP’s declared policy that 
they would like to start 
independence talks with 
the UK Government if they 
secured a majority of West-

minster seats in Scotland.
Keir Starmer said he 

would not enter such ne-
gotiations with the SNP 
Government even if the 
SNP wins a majority of 
Scottish seats – which is 
not likely to happen on 
4th July. SNP leader John 
Swinney refuses to say 
what Plan B is.

Despite this being a 
Westminster election the 
Tories have been very mod-
est about their UK record 
and spend most of their 
time attacking the SNP and 
attacking what the SNP 
have done, or failed to do, 
at Holyrood.

The Tories are not per-
haps the best people to 
promise to cut NHS wait-
ing lists, so they are trying 
to rally their troops around 
the usual Tory fare – abol-
ishing the SNP’s different 
rates of income tax, putting 
more police on the beat 
and longer sentences for 
dangerous criminals. The 
latter would be impossible 
as Scotland’s prisons are 
already full up.

It does not really mat-
ter that Westminster MPs 
have no influence on such 
matters (except for energy), 
but they give an excuse for 
SNP bashing that might do 
down well in the seats they 
are defending.

The Struggle 
Continues

On Tuesday, back in the 
real world, two events took 
place highlighting the stag-
gering state of Scotland.

First, Iain Kennedy, 
chair of the British Medical 
Association (BMA) Scot-
land, said at the BMA’s an-
nual conference in Belfast 
that the NHS in Scotland is 
in “permanent crisis” and 
its very existence is under 
threat because anyone who 
can afford it now opts for 
private treatment.

He also deplored the 
SNP Government’s “lack 
of clarity and urgency” in 
facing up to problems in 
the health service. In par-
ticular he notes that over 
the last year “over 58,000 

patients have waited more 
than 12 hours in a Scottish 
A&E department, which is 
24 times greater than 2019. 

“But we all value an 
NHS free at the point of 
use. Yet, Scotland is sleep-
walking into sacrificing 
this principle, threatening 
the very existence of the 
national health service as 
we know it.” Unsurprising-
ly he thinks one solution is 
to “properly invest in and 
value doctors”, though he 
should have said something 
about porters and nurses 
as well.

 On the same day, hun-
dreds of teachers, parents 
and their offspring took 
part in a short march from 
the Glasgow branch of John 
Lewis to the City Cham-
bers to protest against the 
cuts imposed on councils 
that are particularly dam-
aging for education.

 Led by the Glasgow 
City Parent Group, protest-
ers demanded that the SNP 
and Green minority reverse 
major cuts to teacher num-
bers and other education 
services in the city. Up to 
450 teaching jobs could 
vanish in the next three 
years after the last budget.

Leanne McGuire, chair 
of the Group, said: “These 
cuts will ripple through all 
schools and year groups. 
We have  45 pr imary 
schools in Glasgow where 
only the headteacher will 
not be class-committed.” 
At the rally Susan Quinn, 
a principal and EIS repre-
sentative, warned that her 
union “has a mandate for 
industrial action and we 
will be moving to a statu-
tory ballot at the beginning 
of September”.

The NCP 
badge 

£4.50 inc P&P
from New Worker, 

PO Box 73, London 
SW11 2PQ.
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Stop the War in Ukraine!
by New Worker
correspondent

London comrades joined 
a picket in Whitehall last 
week calling for an end 
to British weapons sup-
plies to Ukraine, and for 
Ukraine’s puppet leader, 
Vladimir Zelensky, to 
step down to make way 
for talks to end the war 
in Ukraine. NCP leader 
Andy Brooks and other 
activists were interviewed 
by RT, the Russian TV 
news channel, during 
the early evening pro-
test opposite the Prime 
Minister’s residence in 
Downing Street.

by New Worker
correspondent

British members of the 
Korean Friendship Asso-
ciation (KFA) joined Ger-
man solidarity workers 
last week to discuss the 
life-time achievements of 
Democratic Korean lead-
er Kim Jong Il. Korean 
solidarity activists from 
Germany and the rest of 
Europe met at the Kom 
Treff Centre in Berlin 
for a hybrid seminar held 
under the auspices of the 
European Regional Com-
mittee For Friendship 
with the Korean People 
and the KFA of Germany.

The meeting was pre-
sided over by KFA UK 
Chair, Dermot Hudson, and 
Jeremy Bieringer, Chair 
of KFA Germany. Dermot 
introduced the meeting 
stressing that the recent 
visit of Russian president, 
Vladimir Putin, to the DPR 
Korea proves that Demo-
cratic Korea is at the centre 
of world politics.

A recorded version of 
the keynote address of 
Christer Lundgren, the 

The demonstrators 
highlighted the grave dan-
gers in the current battle-
field situation of an all-out 

NATO war against Russia, 
sparked by support from 
some hotheads in the West-
ern alliance for weapons 

they are supplying to be 
used in strikes deep inside 
the Russian Federation. 
This was the latest initia-

tive of the International 
Ukraine Anti-Fascist Soli-
darity (IUAFS) campaign, 
which has been supporting 

the people of the Don-
bas and the anti-fascist 
Ukrainian resistance on the 
street since 2014.

Zelensky’s electoral 
mandate in 2019 – won by 
promising to end the war 
in the Donbas – expired 
last month, and under the 
Ukrainian constitution he 
is no longer the country’s 
sovereign representative. 
Any peace agreement has 
to involve the Russian 
Federation as the war is in 
reality a NATO proxy war 
against Russia, and that 
genuine negotiations to end 
the war in Ukraine must 
acknowledge Russia’s fun-
damental security interests.

Korean solidarity in Berlin

Chair of the Sweden–Ko-
rea Friendship Association 
was played at the meeting. 
He said, in part, that the 
“ideological and organi-
sational work during Kim 
Jong Il’s first years in the 
Central Committee ex-
plains why the party, de-
spite great difficulties, has 
stuck to its ideology and its 
revolutionary position and 
maintained its firm base 
among the working class 
and the people”.

Dermot said that: “To-
day the Workers’ Party of 
Korea [WPK] shines as a 

Party of Juche, a party of 
independence and mili-
tant anti-imperialism with 
its own guiding idea, the 
Juche idea, and a party that 
is not just a mass party in 
terms of numbers but has 
members from all walks of 
life. Today, under the guid-
ance of respected Marshal 
Kim Jong Un, the succes-
sor to comrade Kim Jong 
Il, the Workers Party of 
Korea continues the work 
of the great leader comrade 
Kim Jong Il.”

Jeremy Bieringer, the 
Chair of KFA Germany, 

said in his contribution 
that: “Today, Marshal Kim 
Jong Un is continuing the 
policy of Comrade Kim 
Jong Il. Foreigners who 
visited Pyongyang re-
cently noted that the city 
has changed a lot. Under 
the leadership of Marshal 
Kim Jong Un, new roads 
the size of small towns 
have been built, as well as 
new subways and buses 
for the convenience of 
the people of Pyongyang. 
A new greenhouse was 
also built in which 1.800 
people work and which 

supplies the population of 
the socialist capital with 
high-quality vegetables 
free of charge.”

Sara Russo, Organi-
sation Secretary of KFA 
Germany pointed out: “I 
speak for everyone here 
that we all appreciate his 
ambition and his hard work 
in the WPK to proceed to 
build the WPK as the party 
of Juche.”

The speech of the Chair 
of the Denmark–DPRK 
Association was read out 
by Mathias Fantoni, who 
said that: “Comrade Kim 

Jong Il was a pioneer in 
many ways. He began 
working tirelessly in the 
WPK at the very young 
age of 22. Beforehand, he 
had excelled in the party 
and the youth league, as a 
strong revolutionary with 
great insight in theory and 
practical knowledge.”

Alejandro Cao De Ben-
os, who joined the meeting 
online from Spain, said that 
the visit of Russian Pres-
ident Putin to the DPRK 
was highly significant and 
said: “Let us honour our 
Great Leader Kim Jong Il 
by reaffirming our commit-
ment to the principles he 
championed. Let us contin-
ue to build a strong, pros-
perous, and independent 
Korea, guided by the Juche 
ideology and inspired by 
his enduring legacy. As we 
look to the future, we draw 
strength from his example, 
knowing that the path he 
laid out will lead us to 
greater heights.

“His spirit lives on in 
our hearts and our actions, 
propelling us forward in 
our pursuit of a brighter, 
more prosperous future.”
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by
Ekaterina Blinova

The USA has raised the 
Ukraine conflict to new 
level by facilitating a 
terror strike on the Rus-
sian Crimean port of 
Sevastopol. On Sunday 
at 12:15pm local time, 
Ukraine attacked the 
Russian city of Sevasto-
pol with five ATACMS 
tactical ballistic missiles 
equipped with cluster 
bombs. Russian air de-
fences intercepted four 
missiles, but the explo-
sion of the fifth cluster 
warhead led to the death 
of four civilians with 
153 more injured.

Washington’s in-
v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e 
Ukrainian missile strike 
on Sevastopol is un-
deniable, given that it 
was conducted with the 
US-made ATACMS mis-
siles programmed by 
American specialists, 
while a US RQ-4 Global 
Hawk reconnaissance 
drone was operating near 
Crimea that day, Rus-
sia’s Foreign Ministry 
stated on 24th June.

An American RQ-4 
Global Hawk drone was 
in the airspace over the 
Black Sea south-east of 
Crimea at the time of 
the Ukrainian missile 
attack on Sevastopol. 
“The USA is very com-
plicit in this,” says Earl 
Rasmussen, a retired US 
Army lieut-colonel and 
international consultant.

Rasmussen said it 
was “highly likely the 
Global Hawk was pro-
viding reconnaissance, 
targeting information 
and potentially guid-
ance information for the 
ATACMS itself…

“ATACMS… essen-
tially needs to co-ordi-
nate with something. 
So, typically a lot of 

times drones’ or satellite 
information are used 
to help guide the target 
and guide the missile,” 
Rasmussen explained. 
“ATACMS is pre-pro-
grammed to some de-
gree. But to ensure that 
it gets to its destina-
tion, there’s definitely 
communication of some 
type with an aerial drone 

ATACMS missiles, it 
also expressed interest in 
obtaining MQ-9 Reap-
er spy drones from the 
USA, stressing that it 
needs new surveillance 
capabilities to strike 
Russian targets “deep 
behind the front lines”.

On the EurAsian-
Times website commen-
tators suggest that “with 

to Ukraine, fearing that 
they would be shot down 
and captured by Russian 
forces. But the Penta-
gon and its NATO allies 
have manned electron-
ic intelligence planes 
and surveillance drones 
constantly circling over 
the Black Sea, south of 
Crimea.

“The Global Hawk… 

Escalation: Americans help 
Ukraine terror strike Sevastopol

population to prompt 
“some type of concern 
there, to provoke some 
type of uprising or dis-
satisfaction with the 
government”.

“Targeting the Rus-
sian population, we’ve 
got some dream here of 
some of the neo-cons 
that are very influen-
tial, of overthrowing 

both the EU as well as 
US leadership, senior 
leaders regarding that. 
So it’s just based on their 
discussions. Is that rhet-
oric? Perhaps. But there 
are ulterior motives in 
this and it’s beyond the 
battlefield itself.”

Rasmussen thinks 
that Washington will 
now play down the re-
cent slaughter of civil-
ians in Sevastopol as 
‘collateral damage’. But 
the problem remains that 
the Biden administra-
tion not only provided 
Ukraine with long-range 
weaponry but is “actu-
ally facilitating the use 
of it”.

“It definitely looks 
like the USA has kind of 
escalated this one more 
level,” he said. “And 
the role that it’s playing 
in not just authorising 
the use for long range, 
but actually playing a 
role in facilitating the 
execution of these long-
range targeting efforts 
into Russia,” warning 
that the attack “drags the 
USA very, very much 
right into the war”.

Sputnik

•	 Sevastopol’s bomb disposal units in action after the attack.
system.”

The US government 
admitted in October 
2023 that it had covertly 
provided Ukraine with 
a model of ATACMS 
with a range 165 kilo-
metres. Longer-range 
ATACMS missiles, ca-
pable of striking targets 
at a distance of up to 300 
kilometres, were secretly 
included in the $300 
million aid package and 
delivered to Ukraine in 
April. Both ATACMS 
variants have cluster 
warheads, prohibited by 
the international Con-
vention on Cluster Mu-
nitions – which the USA 
has declined to sign.

In May Polit ico, 
the online Washington 
newspaper, reported that 
after Ukraine received 

the acquisition of the 
300-kilometre-range 
variant of ATACMS, 
the thinking in Ukraine 
is that pairing it with an 
established unmanned 
combat aerial vehicle 
(UCAV) is the only way 
to attain some gains in 
the large artillery and 
ground systems-centric 
war”.

The  Wash ing ton 
Defense Post also re-
ported that US-made 
ATACMS and MQ-9 
Reapers “could work in 
tandem in Ukraine, with 
the Reaper collecting 
target information and 
the ATACMS ensuring 
precision strikes”.

T h e  A m e r i c a n s 
have repeatedly re-
fused to supply sophis-
ticated drone systems 

has a long flight du-
ration… It can be up 
in the air for over 30 
hours and has a very 
long range, both from 
a flight perspective as 
well as from a recon-
naissance perspective as 
far as providing detailed 
information,” said Ras-
mussen. “It can provide 
very precise information 
down to less than a metre 
and basically a third of 
a metre diameter area.”

But the military ex-
pert emphasised that 
Ukrainian attacks deep 
inside Russia cannot af-
fect the balance of power 
on the battlefield in the 
zone of special military 
operation.

He argues that the 
strike on Sevastopol was 
aimed at the civilian 

the government and dis-
mantling Russia. We’ve 
heard comments from 
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by Ed Newman

The plane carrying 
Julian Assange, who 
has fought American 
espionage charges for 
more than a decade 
for his whistleblow-
ing efforts, landed in 
his native Australia on 
Wednesday. Julian was 
permitted to walk free 
after pleading ‘guilty’ 
in a US court in the 
Northern Mariana Is-
lands, an American 
possession in the Pa-
cific, to a felony charge 
for publishing US mili-
tary secrets.

According to docu-
ments from the court in 
Saipan, the largest island 
and capital in the North-
ern Mariana Islands, 
Assange pleaded guilty 
to one criminal count 
of conspiracy to obtain 
documents, writing and 
notes connected with the 
national defence of the 
USA and communicat-
ing these materials.

As part of the plea 
agreement, the USA was 
bound to withdraw its 
extradition request and 
recommended a sen-
tence to time already 

served, with no addition-
al fines issued.

“The chilling effect 
is the United States pur-
suing journalism as a 
crime,” Assange’s US 
lawyer Barry Pollack 
told a press briefing af-
ter the Saipan hearing, 
warning this sends a 
“chilling precedent” to 
the rest of the world.

He noted that As-
sange had acknowl-
edged, accepted and 
disclosed documents 
from Army intelligence 
analyst Chelsea Man-
ning, and that, “unfortu-
nately, that violates the 
terms of the Espionage 
Act” – a federal law in-
stituted shortly after the 
USA entered the First 
World War in 1917 – that 
oversees the handling 
of information sensitive 
to American national 
defence.

“Mr Assange said 
very clearly he believes 
there should be First 
Amendment protection 
for that conduct, but 
the fact of the matter is, 
as written, the Espio-
nage Act does not have 
a defence for the First 
Amendment,” Pollack 

said, with reference to 
the American constitu-
tional right that governs 
freedom of speech and 
the press.

The Australian Labor 
administration of Antho-
ny Albanese had pressed 
for Assange’s return.

“Regardless of the 
views that people have 
about Mr Assange’s 
activities, the case has 
dragged on for too long. 
There’s nothing to be 
gained by his continued 
incarceration, and we 

want him brought home 
to Australia. And we have 
engaged and advocated 
Australia’s interests us-
ing all appropriate chan-
nels to support a posi-
tive outcome, and I’ve 
done that since very early 
on,” Albanese said in the 
Australian parliament on 
Tuesday.

In a breakneck de-
nouement to a 12-year 
stalemate with the US 
government, Assange left 
London’s high-securi-
ty Belmarsh Prison on 

by Roberto Morejón

A skilled negotiator, 
Cyril Ramaphosa, the 
leader of the African 
National  Congress 
(ANC) has been inau-
gurated for a second 
presidential term in 
South Africa, 30 years 
after the beginning of 
efforts to leave behind 
the heavy legacy of 
development separat-
ed by races, the hated 
apartheid system.

In these plans to re-

duce inequality, unem-
ployment and insuffi-
cient basic services, the 
ANC, until now with 
the absolute majority in 
parliament, has had great 
weight, but the difficul-
ties have been accentu-
ated in a country of 62 
million inhabitants.

The historic ANC, 
which contributed so 
much to the indepen-
dence of countries such 
as Namibia and Angola, 
lost its absolute majority 
in the legislative elec-

Julian Assange: free at last!

Monday and boarded 
a Bombardier Glob-
al 6000 private jet for 
Saipan, with a brief 
stop-over in Bangkok 
for refuelling. He was 
not permitted to fly 
commercial airlines 
to Saipan and onward 
to Australia, and his 
wife, Stella, has made 
a social media appeal 
for urgent donations to 
cover the $520,000 cost 
of travel.

The 52-year-old As-
sange has been battling 

extradition for more than 
a decade. In that time, 
Assange has spent seven 
years in self-exile in the 
Ecuadorian embassy in 
London and the last five 
years at Belmarsh.

Assange was want-
ed in the USA on 18 
charges, including 17 
under the Espionage Act 
and one under the Com-
puter Fraud and Abuse 
Act. He did face up to 
175 years in prison after 
WikiLeaks published 
hundreds of thousands 
of leaked confidential 
military files and diplo-
matic documents related 
to the Afghanistan and 
Iraq wars.

WikiLeaks gained 
international promi-
nence in 2010, when the 
website released footage 
from a 2007 US helicop-
ter attack that killed two 
Reuters news staff and 
several others in Iraq’s 
capital, Baghdad. It fol-
lowed up this high-pro-
file release by publishing 
hundreds of thousands 
of other classified files, 
making disclosures 
that often embarrassed 
Washington.

Radio Havana Cuba
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Ramaphosa and the new era
tions on 29th May this 
year.

President Ramapho-
sa quickly spoke with 
other political forces 
and ultimately managed 
to build a national unity 
government in South 
Africa, described by ob-
servers and the president 
as significant and the 
beginning of a new era.

As the ANC won 150 
seats out of the 400 that 
make up parliament, 
Ramaphosa will now 
lead a government in 

which power is shared 
with some representatives 
of the opposition, some-
thing unprecedented.

Among those included 
in the new political range, 
the conservative Dem-
ocratic Alliance stands 
out, a formation with 87 
deputies that accepted the 
call to reach a consensus. 
So did three other parties.

In this way, Parliament 
re-elected Ramaphosa as 
Head of State, who in his 
words is permeated by the 
interest of many compa-

triots to work together 
to face the current diffi-
cult circumstances.

Uniting the people 
of South Africa has 
been one of the lines 
enuncia ted  by  the 
re-elected president, 
committed to building 
a growing and inclusive 
economy, with opportu-
nities and livelihoods 
for all people.

For Ramaphosa, ev-
erything possible must 
be done not to lose what 
has been built over the 

last three decades, and 
to move towards the 
creation of more jobs 
and greater opening of 
basic services.

Ten years after the 
death of Nelson Mande-
la, the ANC remains the 
main party in a country 
with the most industri-
alised economy in Afri-
ca, but with needs to be 
met, hence the re-elected 
President’s insistence on 
achieving national unity.

Radio Havana Cuba


