
The August fighting fund has kicked off with £670 in the bag 
thanks to all our supporters, including a regular contributor 
from Southall who sent in £200, a Scottish supporter who sent 
us £40 and an old friend in Essex who put £30 into the pot. We 
now need £2,830 to hit our target for the month.

On Hiroshima Day last weekend the call of peace was heard all 
around the planet. But not by the imperialists or their lackeys 
in the Western media who justify war and neo-colonialism 
that workers pay for in gold and blood. Now, not content with 
plundering the Middle East and Ukraine the greedy eye of the 
imperialists is focusing on Niger, whose new government has 
stopped all exports of uranium and gold to France.

We stand with all the forces for liberation. But we can only do it 
with your help. All donations, big or small, help keep our presses 
rolling. Please send your donation to: New Worker Fund, PO 
Box 73, London SW11 2PQ. Cheques and postal orders should 
be made payable to the ‘New Worker’.

To save a stamp you can also use your credit or debit card to 
send contributions here:
http://newworker.org/ncpcentral/fightingfund.html
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by our Eastern European 
Affairs correspondent

Russian air-defences 
downed Ukrainian drones 
over Moscow and the 
Crimea whilst fending 
off wave after wave of at-
tacks along the front from 
the Donbas to the Black 
Sea. Russia continues its 
relentless missile attacks 
on Kiev and military tar-
gets throughout Ukraine 
whilst tightening its Black 
Sea blockade that is crip-
pling the puppet regime’s 
exports. And on the diplo-
matic front the so-called 
‘peace conference’ in the 
Saudi port of Jeddah last 
weekend ended without 
conclusion, which is per-
haps not surprising given 
that Russia wasn’t invit-
ed.

In the USA dissident 
voices say Biden doesn’t 
have a coherent strategy in 
Ukraine or a Plan B for a 
face-saving exit. Robert F 
Kennedy Jr, a Democratic 
presidential candidate, says 
Biden and Boris Johnson 
derailed the peace agree-
ment between Russia and 
Ukraine in March 2022.

“Is it worth the cost al-

ready being paid – tens of 
thousands of dead young-
sters and families?” Ken-
nedy said. “Billions of 
American dollars drained 
from our food banks, our 
hospitals, our schools, and 
instead detonated in foreign 
skies to rip young flesh 
from bone? Higher gas 
[petrol] bills, higher gro-
cery prices, higher utility 
bills, higher housing costs, 
and too little money in your 
bank account to pay for 
them? Tell me, President 
Biden, how is it worth all 
this to fight a war that could 
have ended a month after it 
began?”

Meanwhile, “Washing-
ton’s attempts to put pres-
sure on developing coun-
tries in order to ‘convince’ 
the Russian Federation to 
return to the ‘grain deal’ 
are part of an information 
campaign to distort the 
real situation,” the Russian 
ambassador to the USA said 
last week.

The door for the resump-
tion of the Black Sea Grain 
Initiative remains open, 
Anatoly Antonov told the 
media. “All that is needed 
from the United States and 
its allies is to eliminate 
distortions in the imple-
mentation of inter-related 
agricultural agreements not 
in word but in deed, as well 
as eliminate the piled up 
barriers that impede the ac-
cess of Russian agricultural 
exports to world markets.”

Whether that happens is 
another matter. And nothing 
is likely to happen in the 
near future if the Jeddah 
‘peace conference’ is any-
thing to go by. Although 
Brazil, China, India, South 
Africa and Turkey sent 

West stokes the flames of War 
as Ukraine burns

delegations, the vast ma-
jority of the 40 participants 
came from the West. There 
were about 15 from the 
Global South and four or 
five others joined by video 
link. Zelensky proposed his 
usual 10-point peace plan 
that called for a complete 
Russian withdrawal from 
Crimea and the Donbas 
together with the establish-
ment of a special tribunal 
to prosecute Russian war 
crimes – which made the 
whole exercise meaningless 
from the start.

Russian Foreign Min-
ister Sergei Lavrov said: 
“The Anglo-Saxons and 
their allies have stood up for 
the Nazis of Kiev, glossing 
over, if not justifying, their 
actions that violate human 
rights and the rights of na-
tional minorities.

“Instead of a serious 
conversation based on rec-
ognising the evolution of 
the real situation ‘on the 
ground’ over the past 10 
years they convene staged 
forums with the sole pur-

pose of luring as many 
countries as possible into 
any semblance of a dis-
cussion of the ‘Zelensky’s 
formula’, which demands 
nothing less than that Rus-
sia completely capitulate, 
agree to compromise its 
security and leave millions 
of Russians to the mercy 
of fate.”

The Kremlin dismissed 
the Zelensky plan as a 

“meaningless ultimatum” 
that can only prolong the 
conflict. Although Russia 
is open to any serious dip-
lomatic initiative to end the 
fighting, “none of the 10 
points of the above-men-
tioned formula aimed to 
find a negotiated and diplo-
matic solution to the crisis”.

The Saudis were doubt-
less pleased at the brownie 
points they won through 
the smooth running of the 
international conference 
they hosted, but it’s diffi-
cult to see what the USA 
hoped to gain by this futile 
exercise that was presented 
as a Ukrainian initiative to 
end the war. Certainly the 
Americans are projecting 
their hireling, Zelensky, as 
an international politician 
like they did with Ben Gu-
rion in Israel and Syngman 
Rhee in south Korea in the 
1950s. But in much of the 
Global South Zelensky is 
seen as just another Amer-
ican puppet and that’s why 
most of them decided to 
give Jeddah a miss last 
week.

•	 Free Ukraine’s political prisoners. International 
Ukraine Anti-Fascist Solidarity (IUAFS) protest in 

Whitehall last month.



Of mice and men
Neo-con American hawk John Bolton is hitting the headlines 
again, railing against his old boss and saying that Donald 
Trump’s behaviour is “erratic, irrational and unconstrained” 
and that Trump will likely take the USA out of NATO if he 
wins the presidential race in 2024. If only that were true…

Bolton is a career politician. Trump, on the other hand, is a 
property tycoon. Trump was quite happy to do the bidding of the 
US Establishment, whose views he generally went along with. He 
didn’t realise that he was just a pawn of the reactionary circles who 
had propelled him to the White House in the first place.

When Trump branched out on his own – arguing for cuts in 
the global US military presence and working for a rapprochement 
with Democratic Korea – his plans were sabotaged by his own 
senior advisers.

When Trump sacked them – and that’s something the president 
can still do – another stepped in to fill the gap. Men such as John 
Bolton, appointed Trump’s National Security Advisor in 2018 and 
sacked in 2019. Bolton has long been a tool of the ‘deep state’ – 
the hidden hand of the most aggressive sections of the American 
ruling class that want war and “regime change” in countries that 
dare to stand up to US imperialism.

Bolton said that when Trump was in the Oval Office, he un-
dermined Ukrainian President Vladimir Zelensky. He says Trump 
would betray Ukraine if again returned to the White House.

In the Republican camp some, like Bolton, are trying to derail 
Trump’s comeback campaign. They don’t particularly favour the 
others seeking nomination on the Republican ticket, but they 
clearly see Trump as a troublesome maverick, an unreliable 
element whose private life and dubious business ethics are an 
embarrassment even by American standards. They’re working to 
ensure the re-election of the Democratic candidate. And Joe Biden 
is clearly a tool of the ‘deep state’.

At the end of the day it makes no difference who wins the US 
presidential elections. Bourgeois elections are held so that the 
smallest number of people can manipulate the largest number of 
votes. There can only be one winner in that sort of race…

For whom the bell tolls…
Last weekend millions in Japan and throughout the world 
paused to remember those who died in the nuclear bombing 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki during the last days of the Second 
World War. On 6th August 1945 Hiroshima was destroyed by 
an American atom bomb. Nagasaki was hit three days later. 
Some 250,000 people, mostly civilians, were killed instantly in 
the atomic blasts. Many more would later perish from flash 
burns and radiation sickness.

The claim that the atom bombs forced Japan to surrender is an 
enduring myth of the Second World War. The Americans say they 
had to use the atom bomb to force Japan to surrender and bring 
the global conflict to an end. But the Japanese were begging for 
an armistice as their armies folded under the hammer blows of 
communist-led guerrillas and the Red Army.

But two Japanese cities were still wiped out to show the 
world, and the Soviet Union in particular, what US imperialism 
was capable of doing.

The fight for peace is inexorably linked to the struggle for 
justice. The campaign must inevitably challenge world imperial-
ism, the greatest threat to peace, and present an alternative to the 
capitalism that is the root cause of all conflicts in the world today.
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by James Smith

The economy is in a bad 
situation. Hammered by 
stagnant growth, surging 
inflation and high interest 
rates, the UK arguably 
looks to be in a more pes-
simistic situation than 
any other country in G7. 
The problems are long-
set and structural, but 
they are also a product 
of foolish foreign poli-
cy decisions the country 
has taken in recent years 
that have been exclusively 
guided by ideology and 
nostalgia for an imperial 
past. Whilst Brexit is one 
problem, the decision to 
reset its relationship with 
China and buy into the 
American agenda is an-
other. Although the UK 
lauds its recent joining 
of the CPTPP (Compre-
hensive and Progressive 
Agreement for Trans-Pa-
cific Partnership) trade 
agreement as a success 
of its so-called “Indo-Pa-
cific tilt” this is in prac-
tical terms, meaningless. 
That’s because Britain 
has shunned the markets 
that matter to it the most, 
China and the EU.

The Conservative-right 
linked Telegraph has be-
come one of the leading 
advocates of anti-China 
paranoia in the UK, which 
is fed into by Sinophobic 
MPs on the political right of 
the party who are keen at all 
costs to disrupt the govern-
ment from pursuing a more 
pragmatic relationship with 
Beijing. Liz Truss and Iain 
Duncan Smith are the most 
prominent. Now, dissent-
ing voices are stirring up 
trouble again regarding the 
manufacturing and import 
of Chinese electric cars into 
the UK, claiming baselessly 
that these cars will be used 
to gather data and “spy” 
on British citizens. Such 
allegations of espionage 
have often been associat-
ed with strategic Chinese 

technologies that the USA 
desires to have restricted 
or banned, such as Huawei. 
It is based on pure McCar-
thyite paranoia and cynical 
opportunism, rather than on 
any empirical evidence.

As with Huawei, which 
crippled the UK’s 5G roll-
out and significantly raised 
the costs, an attack on Chi-
nese electric cars will be 
devastating to Britain’s 
goals to be carbon neutral.

Firstly, China is the larg-
est manufacturer and ex-
porter of electric vehicles 
in the world. In 2022, China 
exported over 1.3 million 
electric vehicles, and the 
number continues to surge.

Secondly, as a conse-
quence of this, Chinese 
electric vehicles are also 
cheaper and in greater sup-
ply than any other brands. 
As noted in an S&P study, 
the price of a Chinese-man-
ufactured electric car is 
around £10,000 cheaper 
than a one made by German 
automobile giant Volk-
swagen. In a country with 
surging inflation and costs 
of living, this matters.

In addition to this, the 
British government has for 
the last few decades pur-
sued a series of economic 
policies whereby it has left 
the automobile market open 
and unregulated, which has 
resulted in the gutting of 
its own domestic vehicle 
manufacturing industry (bar 
several luxury brands) leav-
ing the government with 
no control or co-ordination 
over its own market to 
implement its own brands 
as strategy. Even the most 
iconic British car brand of 
all, the Mini, is now owned 
by a German company.

As a consequence, forc-
ing Chinese-made electric 
vehicles out of the country 
would significantly narrow 
the electric vehicle market, 
which would place demand 
far above supply, subse-
quently leading the prices 
of competing brands to 
surge as there is not enough 

An act of economic suicide
local manufacturing to sup-
plement it. As it is, because 
of Britain’s misguided deci-
sions pertaining to the EU 
and the war with Russia, 
inflation of every-day com-
modities, including food, 
has been astronomical. De-
spite this, the country has 
committed itself to very 
tight climate-related goals 
and has vowed to ban new 
conventional petrol and 
diesel cars from sale by the 
end of 2030. This means 
that the market is playing 
catch-up. Why, therefore, 
would you even consider 
banning your largest source 
of electric vehicles?

This is, of course, where 
Britain is at today. The UK 
needs China as a critical 
partner in many areas, but 
the proliferation of Cold 
War mindsets, being creat-
ed and encouraged by the 
USA and pushed by MPs 
and the press, is undermin-
ing the country’s national 
interests.

The motto of Brexit was 
supposed to be ‘Global 
Britain’, the idea of the UK 
finding new and alternative 
markets in order to offset 
a perceived violation of 
sovereignty on behalf of the 
European project. But that 
has not happened. Instead, 
the UK has become more 
beholden to Washington 
than ever and pursued a 
project of ideological and 
military imperialism.

In conclusion, whipping 
up hysteria and impos-
ing restrictions on Chinese 
electric vehicles would be 
an act of economic suicide 
on behalf of the British 
government. It would also 
only benefit the USA at the 
British public’s expense. 
Downing Street must ex-
ert more control over its 
foreign policy to ensure 
the country’s own strategic 
autonomy in the pursuit of 
its national interests, rather 
than allowing ideological 
fantasists to run riot with 
rampant paranoia.

Global Times



3THE NEW WORKER 11.8.2023 

Workers’ 
Notes
Let’ s go fly a 

plane…
by New Worker 
correspondent

Or not if you work for Rich-
ard Branson these days. The 
835 pilots employed by Vir-
gin Atlantic are planning 
strike action. They have 
voted by an overwhelming 
96 per cent for action over 
pilot fatigue.

The British Airline Pi-
lots Association (BALPA) 
is challenging Virgin’s pres-
ent scheduling and rostering 
arrangements, introduced 
during the pandemic and not 
due for review until the end 
of the year. This saw flying 
hours increase by 20 per cent.

Virgin claims its pilots are 
rostered in for 750 hours on an 
average year. The maximum 
flying time for a commercial 
pilot allowed for by the Civil 
Aviation Authority set at 900 
hours per year. Virgin claims 
to “honour all agreements and 
have offered to enter formal 
pay and lifestyle negotiations 
with BALPA’s pilot union 
representatives”.

According to LBC radio, a 
BALPA survey of Virgin pi-
lots shows that three-quarters 
of them have seen a colleague 
“clearly not fit to do so due 
to fatigue or tiredness”, and 
nearly ninety per cent had 
experienced or witnessed a 
colleague make a mistake in 
the f light deck. Almost all 
pilots say the claimed short-
term measure is now having 
long-term consequences, with 
more pilots reporting unfit 
due to fatigue.

Miranda Rackley, BAL-
PA’s interim general sec-
retary, warned: “There are 
serious concerns relating to 
pilot fatigue and well-being 
around scheduling and ros-
tering arrangements.”

One pilot told the broad-
casting station that pilots 
were “constantly” calling in 
fatigued like “the crew of the 

Titanic telling Captain Smith 
that there’s an iceberg of fa-
tigue ahead, but he’s sailing 
on thinking about the glory”.

He also said that despite 
the CEO of Virgin Atlantic 
earning over £3.5 million last 
year: “We are not asking for 
more money, we are asking 
for a roster which allows us to 
be safe. No passenger would 
want to fly with a pilot who is 
suffering with fatigue.”

Strangely enough, two of 
the protesting pilots employed 
have a sister-in-law and a sister 
in the Cabinet to sort things 
out.

Virgin Atlantic was almost 
brought to a total standstill 
during the pandemic and 
claims that its present arrange-
ments are essential to keeping 
it profitable. BALPA says the 
present allegedly temporary 
measures are a cause of dan-
gerous fatigue levels among 
pilots. “In recent years we’ve 
supported each other and ne-
gotiated sensible solutions to 
the biggest crisis in global avi-
ation – COVID19,” but “we’ve 
stayed true to what matters to 
us… flight safety, protecting 
the piloting profession and 
supporting each other.”

Some 4,000 Virgin Atlan-
tic employees were laid off 
during the pandemic, but the 
wider Virgin Group was not 
short of $250 million to bail 
it out.

BALPA says: “We remain 
ready to commence negoti-
ations to find an acceptable 
way forward and urge Virgin 

Atlantic to listen to its staff 
and put forward an acceptable 
offer that our members could 
support,” but BALPA “pre-
fers to address the concerns 
through negotiation and in-
dustrial compromise and will 
only countenance industrial 
action as a last resort.” That 
will put the fear of God into 
the hearts of Virgin’s man-
agement…

… Meanwhile on the 
ground

... disputes are rumbling away 
at various airports.

At Birmingham Airport 
re-fueller drivers employed 
by logistics company Menzies 
have firmly rejected a nine 
per cent pay offer. Last year, 
the workers received a six 
per cent pay rise, which due 
to inflation was also a signif-
icant real-terms pay cut. At 
the same time, Menzies most 
recent annual report shows 
it with revenues of over £1 
billion in 2021 and operating 
profits of £60.4 million.

Unite general secretary 
Sharon Graham noted: “Men-
zies can afford to pay and it 
should pay. The company 
cannot expect these work-
ers to agree to two years of 
real-terms pay cuts during a 
cost-of-living crisis when it 
is bringing in such massive 
profits.” The union’s regional 
officer Sulinder Singh added 
that: “Holiday makers will not 
be pleased that their summer 

getaways could be ruined 
because Menzies’ greed has 
resulted in their planes sitting 
on the tarmac. This dispute 
can be avoided but Menzies 
needs to return with an offer 
our members can accept.”

If management do not 
make concessions an all-out 
indefinite strike action will 
begin next Tuesday. The air-
lines affected include TUI, 
easyJet, Wizz Air, Ryanair, 
Lufthansa and Emirates.

Further south, at London’s 
second airport, Gatwick, a 
strike scheduled for the start 
of month was called off. Work-
ers employed by Gatwick 
Ground Services, a subsidiary 
of British Airways, have voted 
to accept an improved pay of-
fer worth 10.3 per cent. At the 
same time they will receive a 
significant market-rate adjust-
ment in their shift pay, which 
makes it even better. Parallel 
strike action by handlers at 
DHL Ground Handling, ASC 
and Menzies had already been 
called off following dramati-
cally improved pay offers.

It is not a happy ship, how-
ever. Unite regional officer 
Dominic Rothwell warns 
that: “The threat of strike 
action continues to loom over 
Gatwick. Further strikes will 
be called in the near future, 
which will cause substantial 
disruption across the airport, 
unless the companies con-
cerned make vastly improved 
offers which meet our mem-
bers’ expectations.”

Those involved include 
ground handlers serving 
Norwegian, Norse Atlantic 
Airlines, and Delta, Wilson 
James who supply assistance 
to less mobile passengers, and 
DHL Gatwick Direct all voted 
in favour of industrial action 
in other disputes over pay.

Across the country 24,000 
British Airways staff (exclud-
ing pilots and management) 
have had 13.1 per cent pay 
rises over an 18-month period 
before a £1,000 one-off pay-
ment, and a promise of more 
to come if inflation is high.

In order to reverse the bru-
tal fire-and-rehire imposed at 
the start of pandemic, Unite 
has secured an agreement to 
the effect that no staff member 
will have the rise applied at 
a lower rate of pay then they 
were receiving in 2020.

Sharon Graham says: “The 
fact that Unite has reversed 
the fire-and-rehire cuts while 
also securing a large increase 
in pay, underlines how the 
union’s relentless focus on 
the jobs, pay and conditions 
of members, is delivering for 
workers financially.”

National co-ordinating 
officer Oliver Richardson 
added: “The British Airways 
deal is the latest evidence of 
how Unite is securing signifi-
cant pay increases for workers 
throughout the aviation sector, 
and as the sector recovers, we 
are also securing improve-
ments for our members’ terms 
and conditions.” Let’s hope 
so…

Outdoor Relief 
for Capitalism

by New Worker 
correspondent

The Local Democracy Re-
porting Service (LDR) was 
established in 2017 by the 
UK Government and fund-
ed by its major propaganda 
arm, the British Broadcast-
ing Corporation (BBC).

Its stated purpose is “to 
provide impartial coverage 
of the regular business and 
workings of local authorities 
in the UK, and other relevant 
democratic institutions such 
as mayoralties, combined 
authority areas, P&CCs, quan-
gos, etc”.

This was what local news-
papers used to do. Routine 
reporting of council meet-
ings including decisions of 
the drainage sub-committee 
and the results of the local 
horticultural society annual 
flower show were staples of 
local journalism. The court 
reports kept people informed 
about the doings of the local 
hooligans, louts, petty crim-
inals and drunks.

That is a lost world. The 
internet took away the prop-
erty, car and job adverts that 
kept the papers profitable. In 
a classic demonstration of 
the concentration of industry, 
local newspapers (which were 
often also the local printer) 
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20 years ago 
this week
in the New Worker

New Worker 15th August 2003
THE COMMUNICATIONS Workers 
Union (CWU) last week accused Allan 
Leighton, chairperson of the Royal 
Mail, of acting as “a spanner in the 
works” and impeding pay negotiations.

The union is calling for an eight per cent 
“no strings” pay deal and a reduction 
in the 30,000 job cuts planned.

The Royal Mail claims it has offered 
14.5 per cent over 18 months but the 
CWU say this offer has “more strings 
than the Philharmonic Orchestra”, and 
pointed out the only definite money in it 
was the three per cent from October and 
a further 1.5 per cent next April.

Union leaders and management agreed 
to meet last Monday for pay talks hosted 

by the conciliation service ACAS.

CWU deputy general secretary David 
Ward accused the Royal Mail chairperson 
of misleading postal workers in the run-
up to the talks. Last Friday employees 
received a letter signed by Leighton 
saying the current pay offer had been 
improved.

Ward said: “Royal Mail’s negotiating 
team contacted us in good faith with 
an invitation to informal talks at ACAS, 
which we accepted. But Allan Leighton 
appears to be trying to derail this 
purpose with his purple prose.

“What Mr Leighton proposes in his 
letter is an attack on national pay 
bargaining – that’s a direct snub to his 
negotiating team.

We wil l  now be contact ing the 
Government,  who appointed Mt 
Leighton, to ask them who they think 
is running the company. At the moment 
the chairman is simply a spanner in the 
works.”

The meeting went ahead on Monday 

but adjourned after a long, hot day of 
negotiations. Talks are due to resume 
next week.

Meanwhile the union is gearing up for 
strike action, with 160,000 ballot papers 
going out.

MORE than 600 workers at the Rhodia 
chemical plant in Widnes, Cheshire last 
week vowed to continue striking in a 
dispute over pensions.

Industrial action began after the 
company closed its final salary-based 
pension to new entrants.

After talks at ACAS broke down, general 
unions Amicus and GMB announced 
further strikes.

The French-owned company claims 
it cannot afford to take on any more 
open-ended pension commitments. But 
angry workers pointed out that Rhodia 
enjoyed a partial pensions holiday, 
having dropped its contributions from 
18 to 14 per cent since 2000.

were merged and sold-off 
to ever bigger regional and 
national companies whose di-
rectors were only interested in 
maximising profits for distant 
owners.

Many local papers do not 
have any local reporters or 
even editors. Instead, they are 
produced by teams of writers 
cutting and pasting press 
releases at regional offices, 
by people with no knowledge 
of the areas where the papers 
are published, sometimes 
with amusing results when 
stories appear in the wrong 
papers. Although centralised 
production can cut costs the 
end-product is increasingly 
uninteresting, a fact reflected 
in collapsing circulations.

As might be expected, 
LDRs are a form of outdoor 
relief for capitalism. The ma-
jor beneficiaries are major 
companies such as DC Thom-
son, of Beano fame, Mirror 
and Express publisher Reach 
plc, and Newsquest, the huge 
daily and weekly publisher 
whose low pay battles and 
job cuts have often featured 
in these pages. There are some 
exceptions such as Social Spi-
der in north London, which 
produces three community 
newspapers.

The nationwide scheme 
presently employs about 165 
LDR reporters. A feature of 
the work of LDRs is that it can 
be pooled and can be freely 

used by over a thousand news 
organisations, including the 
BBC. Some LDR reporters 
have got up the noses of some 
local authorities, which is to 
be welcomed.

One case was the Mayor 
of Bristol, who banned a local 
LDR reporter from council 
premises after he had the im-
pertinence to ask the Mayor 
about a 9,200 mile flight to 
Vancouver to talk about cli-
mate change. This resulted 
in all other journalists boy-
cotting His Worship until he 
learned the error of his ways.

The National Union of 
Journalists (NUJ) recently 
accused Newsquest of failing 
to provide many LDR Report-
ers with a liveable wage and 
using the money for general 
“business costs”.

Last April, Newsquest 
imposed a 1.5 per cent pay 
increase to its LDRs, using 
only the annual uplift in fund-
ing provided to it by the BBC 
and refused to passing on 
any more of surplus money 
tied to each role. The online 
trade paper the Press Gazette 
points out that LDRs provide 
core local politics and coun-
cil coverage for Newsquest’s 
newspapers and websites. It 
cites the case of the Swindon 
Advertiser, where the LDR 
writes around two important 
stories per day on everything 
from major planning appli-
cations to education, some of 

which are syndicated to Ya-
hoo, providing extra revenue 
for Newsquest but nothing 
extra for the writer.

The union complains that 
at the highly profitable com-
pany (£45.2 million at the 
last count), senior qualified 
regional LDRs are on the 
bare minimum of £24,000 
whilst double-digit inflation 
has undermined their living 
standards. There is a gap of 
£10,000 between the funding 
the company receives from 
the BBC for each LDR role, 
and the cost incurred by the 
host employing company from 
wages and employer National 
Insurance and pension con-
tributions.

At present the BBC stip-
ulates that a full-time senior 
LDR outside London should 
be paid a minimum salary of 
£23,700. It was set at this level 
to ensure “there is no scope or 
incentive for the supplier to 
retain unused funding through 
paying lower salaries”.

Although there are other 
costs such as laptops and 
phones, the BBC clearly states 
that “where a supplier’s annu-
al LDR employment costs are 
less than the agreed funding, 
the difference is retained by 
the Supplier”.

The salary minimums, 
and overall funding increase 
annually by 1.5 per cent or 
in line with the retail price 
index (RPI), but whichever is 

less, which is of course today 
a much worse deal than when 
it started.

In Newsquest’s case, this is 
a nice little earner with most 
large part of the £10,000+ 
“headroom” between normal 
employment costs and the 
funding provided being kept.

L a s t  N o v e m b e r 
Newsquest’s LDR NUJ chap-
el submitted a claim for a 
£26,000 minimum salary, or 
six per cent increase, which-
ever was the greater. Predict-
ably this was rejected and the 
1.5 per cent imposed, which 
was from the £558 passed 
on from the BBC, or license 
payer to be precise. Talks at 
ACAS in late June failed to 
move Newsquest into giving 
a better offer.

Some of Newsquest’s 29 
LDRs are on more than the 
minimum but this is only 
because they benefited from 
TUPE terms when transferred 
into the business taken over 
by Newsquest. Some of those 
on the minimum have to take 
second job, according to the 
NUJ.

The NUJ’s Northern & 
Midlands senior organiser, 
Chris Morley, said that when 
Newsquest had claimed that 
the extra £10,000+ was taken 
up by other internal business 
costs – even when the LDRs 
were working fully remotely 
from home. He also com-
plained that other newsroom 

colleagues in the same region 
as themselves were being 
offered four per cent or more.

He added that: “We accept 
that the current period of high 
inflation has shown the fund-
ing mechanism and minimum 
salary set by the BBC has 
been found wanting, but there 
can be no excuse for a profita-
ble publisher like Newsquest 
ignoring the plight of its own 
employees and squirreling 
away money that rightfully 
should be used to bring about 
a liveable wage.”

The Newsquest NUJ LDR 
chapel pointed out: “Our in-
formation shows that the BBC 
is paying publishers more 
than £37,000 a year per Local 
Democracy Reporter. Yet in 
most cases our members are 
earning £10,000 less than 
that, meaning the publishers 
are seemingly keeping a sig-
nificant chunk of licence fee 
payers’ cash for themselves.

“At a time when the BBC 
is restructuring local radio to 
save money, this news will 
be a kick in the teeth to many 
across the organisation and 
beyond. Our members are pro-
viding a vital public service, 
by providing coverage of local 
councils that would be virtu-
ally non-existent otherwise.”

Naturally Newsquest “en-
tirely rejects” these claims, 
which it says do not take into 
account additional employ-
ment costs above base sala-
ries, for example employers’ 
national insurance would add 
approximately £2,000 in costs 
to a £24,000 salary, but it is 
clear the NUJ have taken these 
factors into account and done 
their sums properly.

The NCP 
badge 

£4.50 inc P&P
from New Worker, 

PO Box 73, London 
SW11 2PQ.
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continued on page 6...

A Fr i ends  o f  Korea 
committee seminar was 
held at the NCP Centre in 
London to commemorate 
the victory of the Korean 
people over US imperialism 
and its lackeys. Chaired 
by  Andy  Brooks  the 
symposium heard papers 
from Michael Chant and 
Dermot Hudson, and video 
link contributions from 
Jong Gi Kim from the DPR 
Korea embassy in London. 
This is the contribution 
from Michael  Chant, 
secretary of the Friends of 
Korea Committee.

On July 27, 1953, the 
heroic  forces  of  the 
Korean People’s Army 
and Chinese People’s 
Volunteer Army achieved 
victory in the Korean 
War by forcing the US 
imperialists and their 
allies to come north of 
the 38th parallel to sign 
the Armistice Agreement 
that ended the fighting 
in the Korean War. This 
was a victory not only 
for the Korean people, 
but for peace-loving 
humanity. The signing of 
the Armistice Agreement 
also signalled the first 
military defeat of the 
USA following the Second 
World War – a humiliation 
which has haunted the US 
imperialists ever since, 
and for which it has yet 
to forgive the DPRK 
(Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea) and 
the Korean people. From 
Britain, there were 81,084 
men and women who 
served in the conflict, 
including 1,108 British 
servicemen who were 
killed in action. This is also 
a crime for which Britain 
must be held responsible.

As we sa id  in  the 
invitation to participate in 
this seminar, on 25th June 
1950 the US imperialists, 
under the aegis of the 
Un i t ed  Na t i ons ,  had 
launched a brutal illegal 
war of aggression against 
the Korean nation. Since 
27th July 1953, the USA has 

done everything possible 
to maintain its military 
presence on the Korean 
Peninsula and keep the 
Korean War going. But the 
resistance of the DPRK 
continues, as the Korean 
people proudly demonstrate 
their mettle and build their 
own future.

Victory Day is  not 
simply a celebration day 
for commemorating and 
looking back to a chapter 
of resistance in a previous 
era. The day also serves 
as a reminder that the 
US imperialists and their 
appeasers are stepping-up 
war preparations in the Asia 
Pacific, and that the terrible 
tragedies visited upon the 
Korean people during the 
Korean War must never 
again be permitted. The 
significance of that war is 
taking on new meaning 
today as the US imperialists 
beat the drums of war to 
attempt to justify a nuclear 
catastrophe that threatens 
the very survival of the 
Korean people and the 
peoples of the world. But it 
further serves as a reminder 
that it is the people who are 
the makers of history and 
that they themselves must 
prevail against war.

This year, on the 70th 
anniversary of 27th July 

1953, the people of the 
DPRK held act ivi t ies 
to celebrate the victory, 
together with a delegation 
from the People’s Republic 
of China which took part 
in the events and a military 
delegation from the Russian 
Federation which also paid 
a congratulatory visit to the 
DPRK on the occasion.

On 25th July, leader 
Kim Jong Un had visited 
the Fatherland Liberation 
War Martyrs Cemetery, 
paying high tribute to the 
martyrs who defended the 
sovereignty and security 
of the country and people 
at great cost. Kim Jong Un 
said that they provided the 
precious ideological and 
moral heritage and tradition 
of victory as a steadfast 
cornerstone for the DPRK. 
He made the important 
point that the victory of 27th 
July 1953 is of significance 
to all humanity. This is the 
case not just because it 
inflicted such a disgraceful 
defeat on US imperialism, 
but also because it played 
its part in preventing a new 
world war at that time.

On visiting the martyrs’ 
cemetery of the Chinese 
People’s Volunteers, Kim 
Jong Un further elaborated 
on the significance of the 
DPRK’s victory in the war, 

saying that it was a hard 
fought just war not only to 
defend the dignity, honour 
and sovereignty of Korea 
and its people, but was also 
essential to defend world 
peace and security. It was, 
he said, an acute political 
and military confrontation 
with the imperialist forces 
that was waged on behalf of 
the peace-loving forces and 
progressive humankind. 
That great victory continues 
to show its vitality today.

The USA had intervened 
in Korea based on the 
react ionary Cold War 
policy of the “containment 
of communism”. From 
the Japanese colonial 
era through the Second 
World War, the outstanding 
resistance and guerrilla 
warfare carried out in Korea 
under the leadership of 
Kim Il Sung and other 
communists brought great 
prestige to communism 
throughout Korea for its 
ability to mobilise and 
organise the people to 
defend themselves.

E v e n  b e f o r e  t h e 
surrender of Japan, the USA 
divided Korea by force 
at the 38th parallel with 
the aim of imposing their 
rule over the victorious 
Korean people who had 
contributed, second to none, 

to the Allied victory in the 
Second World War. The 
aim was to keep the Korean 
people divided and to turn 
the south of Korea into a US 
military beachhead in order 
to wage war against China 
and the Soviet Union.

Following the Japanese 
surrender, the USA brutally 
suppressed and outlawed the 
Korean People’s Republic 
that had been proclaimed 
by the representatives of the 
whole Korean people on 6th 
September, 1945, in Seoul. 
The USA installed the US 
Military Government of 
Korea in the south, which 
carried out a campaign of 
terror against the Korean 
people’s resistance to US 
dictate and occupation. A 
virulent anti-communist, 
Syngman Rhee, who had 
spent most of his life in the 
USA, was installed as the 
first President of the so-
called Republic of Korea 
(ROK) in July 1948. The 
pro-US Rhee government 
continued to suppress 
t h e  K o r e a n  p e o p l e ’s 
widespread resistance to 
US military occupation 
through ex t ra judic ia l 
killings, civilian massacres, 
mass incarcerations and 
other crimes, carried out 
with impunity.

Meanwhile in the north, 
the Korean people, under 
the leadership of Kim Il 
Sung, were able to establish 
the Workers’ Party of Korea 
(WPK) and found the 
DPRK in 1948. They took 
control of their future and 
began to build a modern 
socialist society on the basis 
of self-reliance. President 
Kim Il Sung and the WPK 
also provided political and 
practical leadership to the 
Korean people’s aspiration 
for a reunified Korea. It was 
following the ROK elections 
of 29th May, 1950, when the 
Syngman Rhee government 
suffered a major electoral 
setback and the forces for 
reunification were gaining 
momentum, that the US 
launched the Korean War 

The Korean War and its 
Relevance Today

•	 Kim Il Sung leads the Korean people to victory
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on 25th June, 1950, to 
block the independent 
reunification of Korea.

In the Korean War, 
the people of  the 
DPRK, led by Kim Il 
Sung, were organised 
by  the  WPK and 
mobilised to support 
the Korean People’s 
Army.  The newly 
established People’s 
Republic of China sent 
troops in the form of 
the Chinese People’s 
Volunteer Army to 
support the Korean 
people after US forces 
approached China’s 
eastern border with the 
DPRK. They ardently 
defended the Korean 
people in this war of 
aggression carried out 
by the US imperialists 
and 15 allied countries, 
including Britain, 
under the fig leaf of 
the UN flag.

T h e  a r m i s t i c e 
talks began on 10th 
July, 1951. The USA 
refused to agree to a 
ceasefire as a condition 
of talks, however, 
and also refused to 
abide by the Geneva 
Convention regarding 

the repatriation of 
prisoners. During the 
two-year period of 
negotiations, the USA 
and its allies employed 
all sorts of delaying 
tactics in the hope of 
achieving an outright 
military victory. They 
massacred hundreds of 
thousands of civilians 
in  the  no r th  and 
south of Korea, with 
many buried alive, 
dismembered, burned 
to death or drowned. 
They  ca r r i ed  ou t 
such war crimes as 
germ and chemical 
warfare, the bombing 
o f  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
including dams and 
irrigation canals to 
flood the grain fields 
and starve the people, 
the carpet bombing of 
civilian targets, and the 
massive use of napalm 
– all to terrorise the 
Korean people into 
s u b m i s s i o n .  A n 
estimated 4.6 million 
K o r e a n s ,  m o s t l y 
civilians, perished 
during the war.

A US victory was 
not to be, however. 
The Korean people, 

led by Kim Il Sung 
a n d  t h e  K o r e a n 
People’s Army, with 
the help of the Chinese 
People’s Volunteer 
Army, defeated the 
troops of the USA and 
the other aggressor 
nations.  The USA 
was forced to come to 
the north to sign the 
Armistice Agreement 
in Panmunjom. It was 
a bitter pill to swallow 
– being defeated for 
the first time in the 20th 
Century and by a small 
Asian nation at that.

In the spiri t  of 
revenge-seeking and 
stubbornly following 
its own geopolitical 
interests, the USA has 
refused ever since to 
sign a peace treaty to 
end the Korean War, 
as stipulated by the 
terms of the Armistice 
Agreement, despite the 
repeated invitations by 
the DPRK to do so.

Item 60, Article 
IV of the Armistice 
Agreement states: “In 
order to insure the 
peaceful settlement 
o f  t h e  K o r e a n 
question, the military 
C o m m a n d e r s  o f 
both sides hereby 
recommend to the 
governments of the 
countries concerned 
on both sides that, 
w i t h i n  t h r e e  ( 3 ) 
mon ths  a f t e r  t he 
Armistice Agreement 
is signed and becomes 
effective, a political 
conference of a higher 
level of both sides be 
held by representatives 
appointed respectively 
to  se t t l e  th rough 
n e g o t i a t i o n  t h e 
q u e s t i o n s  o f  t h e 
withdrawal  of  a l l 
foreign forces from 
Korea, the peaceful 
se t t lement  of  the 
Korean question, etc.”

Ongoing 
imperialist 
aggression

Since 27th July, 1953, 
the USA has done 
everything possible 
t o  m a i n t a i n  i t s 
military presence in 
Korea and keep the 
Korean War going. 
On 1st October, 1953, 
it concluded the US-

South Korea Mutual 
Defence Treaty, which 
has since become the 
basis of the continued 
US military presence 
in south Korea that is 
opposed by the vast 
majority of the Korean 
people. It is also the 
basis by which the US/
south Korean forces 
carry out their Key 
Resolve/Foal Eagle 
and many other joint 
military exercises, 
which now include 
Britain, as well as 
Japan, Australia and 
others, and are aimed 
at invading the DPRK 
and imposing regime 
change.

The USA continues 
to rebuff all attempts at 
normalising DPRK–
U S A  r e l a t i o n s , 
including diplomatic 
resolutions to such 
issues as the DPRK’s 
use of nuclear energy 
and the development 
of its nuclear deterrent 
capability, whilst at the 
same time it maintains 
and expands its own 
nuclear weapons in 
the south. The USA 
has also increased 
economic and political 
sanctions against the 
DPRK, another form 
of warfare, as it is 
doing against other 
countries that affirm 
their right to be and 
refuse to submit to 
U S  d i c t a t e .  T h e 
Biden administration 
c o n t i n u e s  t h e 
d i s i n f o r m a t i o n 
about “human rights 
violations” in the 
DPRK in a feeble 

attempt to divert from 
its own human rights 
abuses at home and 
abroad.

T h e  B r i t i s h 
government for its 
part  maintains i ts 
hostility to the DPRK, 
following the lead 
of the USA. On the 
anniversary of the 
Armistice Agreement, 
it shamelessly referred 
to the US and British 
aggression as a “war 
for freedom”. Today 
the government also 
follows the USA in 
promoting the so-
called “rules-based 
international order”, 
in which it  is not 
international law that 
prevails but ‘rules’ 
that are made by and 
serve the interests 
of US imperialism. 
Britain also follows 
the USA in terming 
its marauding in the 
Indo-Pacific region as 
“enhancing security”, 
which the government 
defines as “shifting 
greater resource to the 
region and developing 
nations’ ability to 
police and protect their 
waters”.

T h e  B r i t i s h 
government further 
shamelessly states: 
“Two Royal Navy 
O f f s h o r e  P a t r o l 
Vessels are deployed 
to the Indo-Pacific on 
a permanent basis, and 
in their first year of 
operation succeeded 
i n  en fo r c ing  U N 
sanc t ions  aga ins t 
North Korea, […]. The 
UK’s Carrier Strike 

Group will return to 
the Indo-Pacific in 
2025, representing 
o u r  c o m m i t m e n t 
to exercise the best 
capabilities our Armed 
Forces have to offer 
alongside partners in 
the region.”

A s  t i m e  g o e s 
on ,  however,  the 
U S  i m p e r i a l i s t s 
and their allies are 
increasingly isolated 
in terms of relations 
with the DPRK. The 
DPRK’s principled 
s t and  in  de fence 
of i ts  sovereignty 
and r ight  to self-
determination, and its 
consistent defence of 
the Korean nation’s 
honour, continue to 
win the support of all 
humanity who can 
clearly see who is 
the aggressor on the 
Korean Peninsula.

The aim of the USA 
remains the same today 
as it was at the end of 
the Second World War 
– to occupy the entire 
Korean Peninsula as a 
launching pad for its 
takeover of Asia and 
then the world. And 
the US justification 
for doing so remains 
as bankrupt as ever. 
All the attempts of 
the USA to realise 
its domination of the 
region – its occupation 
o f  t h e  K o r e a n 
Peninsula with almost 
30,000 troops and its 
military bases, the 
ongoing attempts to 
sabotage the Korean 
people’s movement for 
national reunification, 

•	 Syngman Rhee with his master, US General McArthur

•	 Korean People’s Army liberates Seoul
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and its engineering of 
puppet regimes in the 
south – have failed to 
silence the resolve of 
the 70 million Koreans 
who are united in 
their aspiration for the 
peaceful, independent 
r e u n i f i c a t i o n  o f 
their homeland, free 
of  US imperial is t 
interference.

The anti-war 
movement

The criminal role of 
the US imperialists in 
Korea, from 1945 to 
the present, has been 
exposed for the whole 
world to see, and the 
resolute struggle of 
the Korean people 
for peace and justice, 
independence and 
reunification stands 
as an example for all 
the peoples of the 
world aspiring for 
peace. It is the task 
that Friends of Korea 
and all  friendship 
organisations have 
taken up to tell the truth 
about the situation on 
the Korean Peninsula, 

and patiently explain 
the contribution that 
the DPRK is making 
to peace and stability 
to the region and its 
wider implications.

The first demand 
of the Korean people 
and all peace- and 
justice-loving people 
around the world is 
that the USA signs a 
peace treaty with the 
DPRK to replace the 
Armistice Agreement 
and end the Korean 
War. This would be a 
major step to stabilise 
the political situation 
o n  t h e  K o r e a n 
Peninsula and ease 
tensions. To-date the 
USA has violated 
all the terms of the 
Armistice Agreement 
s ince  the  t ime  i t 
was signed and has 
constantly rebuffed 
efforts by the DPRK 
to normalise relations 
be tw een  t h e  tw o 
countries. The DPRK 
knows first-hand the 
perfidy and subterfuge 
of the US imperialists 
a n d  r e f u s e s  t o 
participate in “empty 
talks” that do not 

advance peace on the 
Korean Peninsula.

For the people in 
Britain, it is crucial 
that the demand be 
made that  Bri tain 
make amends for its 
role in the crimes 
perpetrated against the 
Korean people during 
t h e  K o r e a n  Wa r. 
Furthermore, Britain 
must immediately end 
its participation in the 
illegal naval embargo 
against the DPRK, 
which is part of the 
US- led  sanc t ions 
regime and an act 
of war and a crime 
against the peace, the 
most serious war crime 
under international 
l a w.  F r i e n d s  o f 
Korea will itself do 
its work to hold the 
U S A r e s p o n s i b l e 
for its crimes on the 
Korean Peninsula 
before, during and 
since the Korean War, 
and demand that it 
sign a peace treaty 
with the DPRK to end 
the Korean War. For 
the people, this is a 
matter of contributing 
to making sure that 

another Korean War 
does not break out 
and providing every 
support to the Korean 
people’s  dr ive  to 
reunify their divided 
country. It is also 
a  cont r ibu t ion  to 
ensuring peace around 
the world.

One of the crucial 
issues about which 
confusion is spread 
is that of the danger 
of nuclear war. Using 
the nuclear threat 
as an instrument of 
negotiations – agree 
with our terms or 
else – was a practice 
introduced by the 
USA at the time of 
the criminal bombing 
of  Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki on 6th and 
9th August 1945. This 
practice was f irst 
heroically rejected by 
the Korean people in 
the 1950–1953 Korean 
War. Subsequently 
the heroic Vietnamese 
people did the same in 
the context of their War 
of National Liberation.

The USA, together 
with Britain, are intent 
on raising hysteria on 
the nuclear issue to 
a fever pitch in order 
to prevent humankind 
from thinking, from 
actually assessing the 
conditions and what 
these conditions reveal, 
and so prevent people 
uniting in favour of 
peace. The hysteria 
and disinformation is 
an attempt to block 

discussion on what can 
be done to turn things 
around in favour of 
the peoples. To open 
a path to progress and 
end the retrogression 
that the imperialists 
are pushing onto the 
peoples of the world, 
it is crucial to broaden 
discussions amongst 
ourselves so as to not 
permit the campaign 
of disinformation to be 
effective.

The condi t ions 
given rise to after 
the Second World 
War ended with the 
collapse of the former 
Soviet Union. That 
ended the domination 
of two superpowers 
and an equilibrium 
between them based 
on nuclear deterrence. 
The so-called unipolar 
world that they tried 
to bring into being, 
with the USA as self-
declared indispensable 
nation, also no longer 
exists.

The Korean War is 
an example of seeing 
where justice prevails. 
Furthermore, it can be 
seen that the present 
defensive measures 
being taken by the 
DPRK, far from being 
the threat to peace that 
is being claimed by 
the USA, Britain and 
others, is a defence 
against the danger of 
war, a danger which 
c o m e s  f r o m  t h e 
criminal striving of 
the USA for world 

domination.
The world  that 

the  people  aspire 
to is in the grasp of 
the people’s forces 
working to make it 
happen. It can be said 
that fighting for an 
anti-war government 
at  home will  also 
be a contribution to 
ensuring peace on the 
Korean Peninsula and 
vice versa. Friends of 
Korea will certainly 
continue its work in 
favour of support and 
friendship with the 
DPRK. This is not 
a narrow aim, but is 
a component part of 
bringing into being 
a world where peace 
prevails and countries 
can follow their path 
o f  independence , 
s e c u r i t y  a n d 
sovereignty, without 
the interference of US 
imperialism together 
with Britain and other 
big powers.

US Troops Out of 
Korea!

USA Sign a Peace 
Tre a t y  w i t h  t h e 
DPRK Now!

No to the Warmon-
gering of Britain!

Unite in Favour of 
Peace and Independ-
ence!

•	 Kim Il Sung led the Korean people to victory

•	 British communists protest against the war
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The editor welcomes 
letters from our read-
ers. If you have a 
contribution to make 
please make sure it 
reaches us before 
Wednesday. You can 
send your letters to: 
PO Box 73, London 
SW11 2PQ, or email 
party@NCP.clara.net
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Dear Comrades
Someone wants to kill you, 
to rob you, and you will 
be next!

You are being ad-
dressed by Derzhava, a 
Ukrainian Political Party 
banned by the neo-Nazi 
government of Zelensky. 
Most of the media lies and 
hides from you the fact that 
your government openly 
supports Zelensky’s fas-
cists, openly helps neo-Na-
zis and actually preaches 
fascism itself, directing 
efforts to exterminate as 
many people as possible.

The political scientist 
Lawrence W Britt outlined 
14 signs of fascism:

1.	 A strong manifestation 
of nationalism

2.	 Contempt for human 
rights

3.	 Search for scape-goats
4.	 The supremacy of the 

military
5.	 Rampant sexism
6.	 Controlled mass media
7.	 Obsession with national 

security
8.	 Religion and the ruling 

elite tied together
9.	 Protection of corporate 

power
10.	S u p p r e s s i o n  o f 

workers’ associations
11.	Disdain for intellectuals 

and art
12.	Obsession with crime 

and punishment
13.	Rampant cronyism and 

corruption
14.	Fraudulent elections.

From this l ist ,  the 
Ukrainian neo-Nazi gov-
ernment put all 14 posi-
tions into its service. Those 
who do not agree with 
this, face assassination 
on the street or death in 
prison dungeons. Prisons 
in Ukraine are overflowing 
with political prisoners 
persecuted for dissent.

The Ukrainian neo-Na-
zi government operates 
under the leadership of 
world imperialism led by 
the USA and NATO. US 
imperialism, in its deepest 
economic crisis, organised 
Ukrainian fascism in order 
to maintain and expand its 
hegemony by war. Unfor-
tunately, many people live 
in countries whose govern-
ments, acting in the selfish 
interests of the ruling elites, 
support NATO. By paying 
taxes to such a government, 
people, unfortunately, are 
forced to support fascism. 
You can’t keep silent about 
it. You can’t turn a blind 
eye to it.

The price of silence and 
support for NATO fascism 
is high: worsening living 
conditions and cut-back 
medical services leading 
to impoverishment and 
sickness, and the inevitable 
shortening of the lifespan 
of people in the NATO 
countries.

A small bunch of trai-
tors in the governments of 
different countries support 
NATO with the aim of fur-
thering the unhindered rob-
bery of their own people. 
Every day they brazenly 
take away the surplus value 
and value added from each 
working hour of a working 
person (labourer, work-
er, employee, policeman, 
doctor, lawyer, teacher, 
military person), take one 
part of the stolen money 
to enrich themselves and 
give the rest to NATO to 
continue the plunder and 
murder.

U S  i m p e r i a l i s m , 
which supports the puppet 
Ukrainian neo-Nazis, con-
tinues to pump them full 
of weapons to prolong the 
bloodshed and the mass 
resettlement and exter-
mination of the people in 
Ukraine.

But this is not enough 
for traitors and US impe-
rialists. They are steadily 
leading people like a herd 
to slaughter, having already 
launched weapons of mass 
destruction in the form of 

cluster munitions and nu-
clear shells with depleted 
uranium. They’ve been 
helping Ukraine create 
a dirty bomb. They even 
want to blow up nuclear 
power plants and bring 
the war in Ukraine into a 
nuclear phase.

Everyone will pay for 
this – those who actively 
helped the neo-Nazis for 
their 30 pieces of silver and 
those who stood aside and 
did nothing, turning a blind 
eye to the ongoing hell.

In order to save our-
selves from this madness 
we offer a simple and un-
derstandable solution – to 
unite and, together with 
the International Ukrainian 
Anti-Fascist Solidarity 
(IUAFS), to follow the path 
for a safe and peaceful life.

Together we win!
John Colter
International Depart-
ment of the Derzhava 
Party

Dear Comrades
Driven by a belated con-
cern for the environment, 
the fossil fuelled internal 
combustion engine, king of 
the road for over a century, 
is starting to be replaced.

In Britain electric cars 
are expected to play an 
important role in the coun-
try’s ambitious plan to cut 
carbon emissions by 78 per 
cent before 2035. Success 
in meeting this goal will 
require a massive infra-
structure investment. Giv-
en the fact that our existing 
roads are overcrowded and 
generally in a state of poor 
repair, public transport is 
becoming non-existent 
in rural areas and that the 
railways are expensive and 
unreliable, this may be a 
challenge too far for our 
capitalist society.

As they operate, quiet, 
clean electric vehicles pro-
duce no CO2. The hydro-
gen-powered engine only 
produces water as it pro-
vides motive power. This, 
however, is only half the 
story. Currently 39 per cent 
of our electricity is gener-
ated by the combustion of 
coal and gas. Commercial 
hydrogen production is 
still mainly based upon 
use of fossil fuels. Elec-
tricity provided by nuclear, 
wind, tidal, hydroelectric 
and solar power are the 
only energy sources with 
a Green footprint. Change 
requires a commitment to 
huge investment but where 
is the money to come from? 
Given Tory and Labour 
consensus on the need to 
please the USA by wasting 
vast sums on so-called de-
fence and the government’s 
hostility to investment and 
co-operation with China, 
the future is both uncertain 
and dangerous.

Electric cars currently 
have a shorter range than 
those with conventional 
engines. Already a new 
capitalist illness, range 
anxiety, has emerged with 
longer journeys becoming 
a nightmare attempt to 
find a working charge-
point. If you live in a flat 
or high-density develop-
ment you may be forced 
to charge the vehicle away 
from home. Home Insur-
ance companies may im-
pose strict siting regula-
tions to avoid any risks 
during charging. It is also 
feared that electric ve-
hicles, which are more 
expensive to buy, could 
have a higher rate of de-
preciation. The Chinese 
MG brand has achieved a 
dramatic increase in sales 
of its electric cars in Britain 
but already some Western 
media outlets are starting to 
make the absurd claim that 
this would ‘enable them’ to 
spy on us.

On a global scale, 
China’s BYD company 
has grown to become the 
world’s largest manufac-
turer of electric vehicles. 
The new mode of transport 
in China will form part of 
an integrated transport sys-
tem that is backed by huge 
infrastructure investment. 
Its rapidly expanding rail 
network and mega road 
projects are complement-
ed by an expansion of air 
travel. The traveller will 
have a wide choice of safe, 
affordable and enjoyable 
transport as the country 
continues to develop rap-
idly.

What a contrast to Brit-
ain, where the pot-holes 
grow bigger every day and 
people are forced to wait 
in despair for hours as 
motorways grind to a halt. 
It is also becoming more 
impossible for elderly per-
sons and persons with dis-
abilities to book a rail ticket 
as essential and helpful 
ticket offices, which have 
provided information and 
assurance to passengers, 
start to be closed down.

The only way things 
can improve in Britain is 
when the workers rise up 
and demand socialism. Un-
til then we can only dream 
of what could be.
John Maryon
Suffolk 

EVERY SATURDAY
Committee to Defend 
Julian Assange: Protests: 
12:00–14:00, HMP 
Belmarsh, Western 
Way, London SE28 and 
16:00–18:00 at Eros 
statue, Piccadilly Circus, 
London SW1.

UNTIL 9 SEPT
John Rylands Library: 
Workers’ Playtime: 
culture and community 
in industrial Lancashire. 
Exhibition, 10:00–17:00 
Weds–Sat. Free. 
Deansgate, Manchester.

UNTIL 30 DEC
Working Class 
Movement Library: 
That Impudent Little 
Party: The Independent 
Labour Party 1893–1975. 
Exhibition, Wed–Fri 
afternoons, WCML, 51 
Crescent, Salford M5 
4WX.

SUN 19 AUG
Oldham Trades Council: 
Peterloo march for 
democracy. Assemble 
12:00 St Peter’s Square, 
Manchester M2.

SAT 2 SEPT
Korean Friendship 
Association: 75th 
Anniversary of the 
foundation DPRK. 
Hybrid meeting 14:00–
16:30. Venue details 
from uk@korea-pr.com 
or juche007@gmail.com. 

SUN 3 SEPT
Burston Strike School 
rally: Church Green, 
Burston, near Diss, 
Norfolk.

MON 4 SEPT–FRI 15 
SEPT	
Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament: Protests 
at DSEI Arms Fair. 
London’s Royal Docks, 
London E16.

SAT 9 SEPT
Wigan Diggers Festival: 
11:30–9:30, Open-air 
free festival, The Wiend, 
Wigan WN1.

SAT 9 SEPT
Korean Friendship 

Association: 75th 
anniversary of the 
foundation of the DPRK. 
Online Seminar 15:00–
17:00. Link on from 
uk@korea-dpr.com or 
juche007@gmail.com. 

SUN 10 SEPT–WED 13 
SEPT 
Trades Union Congress: 
115th Congress 2023, 
ACC Liverpool King’s 
Dock, King’s Dock 
Street, Liverpool, L3 
4FP.

TUES 12 SEPT–7 NOV
Marx Memorial Library: 
Marxist Economics 
for Beginners. Online 
course. Book on MML 
website.

THUR 14 SEPT
Marx Memorial Library: 
50 years Since the 
Fascist Coup in Chile. 
Panel Discussion 19:00. 
Hybrid meeting. MML, 
37a Clerkenwell Green, 
London, EC1R 0DU and 
online.  

WED or THUR 13/14 
SEPT
Glasgow Against NATO 
Action Committee: End 
the Sanctions against 
Russia! 19:00–21:00, 
Pearce Institute, 
Govan Road, Govan 
Underground, Glasgow.  

14 SEPT–14 DEC
Townsend Theatre 
Productions: The 
Ragged-Trousered 
Philanthropists. Neil 
Gore’s one person 
adaptation. Nationwide 
tour, see TTP website for 
venues.

SAT 23 SEPT
Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament: Stop 
US Nukes Coming to 
Britain. Day of Action. 
Details TBA.

THUR 28 SEPT
Marx Memorial Library: 
Book Launch: The 
Selected Poems of Clive 
Branson, with Editor 
Andy Croft. 19:00 
Hybrid meeting. MML 
and online.
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JOIN US!
For peace! 
justice! 
socialism!
I would like to join 
the New Communist 
Party....
I would like more 
info about the NCP....

Name.........................

...................................

Address.....................

....................................

...................................

...................................

postcode...................

phone........................
Send to NCP, PO Box 
73, London SW11 
2PQ.

BOOST OUR 
FUND
 Make your 
commitment to 
sustaining the 
New Worker in the 
struggle for peace 
and socialism
COMPLETE THE 
BANKER’S ORDER 
FORM BELOW:
The Manager.............
................................
bank. Banks  
address.....................
....................................
....................................
Please pay to the 
New Worker account 
No. 50492464, 08-90-
34, Co-op Bank plc, 
17 High St, Kingston-
upon-Thames, KT1 
1LP. the sum of
£...............................
(in words) each 
month starting 
on.............................
...................................
Signature....................
....................................
RETURN THIS FORM 
TO: 
NCP Fund, PO Box 
73, London SW11 
2PQ.

FROM THE NEW COMMUNIST PARTY
  
The Middle “Class” by Neil Harris £2 plus 50p P&P 
(New Worker reprint)
The ruling class, fascism and the State by Neil Harris 
£2 plus 50p P&P (New Worker reprint)
The poisoned well (an insight into 
 imperialist  intelligence work) £2 plus 50p P&P (New 
Worker reprint).
Communists and the united front by Neil Harris £2 plus 
50p P&P. (New Worker reprint).
New technology and the need for socialism £2 plus 
50p P&P.
Communists in Britain today £2 plus 50p P&P (New  
Worker reprint).
Peoples’s China in perspective £2 plus 50p P&P (New  
Worker reprint).
The case for communism  £2 plus 50p P&P.
The basis of scientific socialism, the 1st chapter of Anti 
During by F Engels £2 plus 50p P&P.
On Stalin  £2plus 50p P&P. (New  Worker reprint).
Stalin & the BRS £2 plus 50p P&P.
How we got in the State we are by Daphne liddle £1 
plus 50p P&P (New Worker reprint)  
All in the family  by Daphne Liddle £1 plus 50p P&P 
(New Worker reprint). 
Arab nationalism and the communist movement by 
Andy Brooks £1 plus 50p P&P (New Worker reprint).
Killing ourselves to live by Daphne Liddle £1 plus 50p 
P&P (New Worker reprint).
The first 30 fighting years of the New Communist 
Party of Britain £2 plus 50p P&P (New Worker reprint)
       NCP Lit. PO Box 73, London SW11 2PQ. 

(cheques to New Worker)

Weekly paper of the New Communist Party

SUBSCRIBE NOW!

Name.........................................................
Address.....................................................
...................................................................
Post code...................................................
Cheque/P.O.s, made out to 
New Worker, to: NW Subs, PO Box 73, 
London SW11 2PQ.

4 weeks: £6; 3 months: £20; 
6 months: £30; annual: £50

THE NEW 
WORKER

Scottish 
Political 
News
by our Scottish political 
affairs correspondent

Things are not looking 
too good for the Scottish 
Greens. As the junior 
party in the formal co-
alition formed after the 
last Holyrood elections, 
they have wielded a de-
gree of power over the 
SNP – but their most no-
table achievement seems 
to be passing the blame 
for their impractical 
failures on to the SNP. 
Plans to ban fishing in 
large stretches of the 
West Coast, gender rec-
ognition reforms and the 
botched recycling meas-
ures have all damaged 
the SNP more than their 
actual authors.

Last week two founder 
members of the Scottish 
Green Party stormed out of 
the Frankenstein monster 
they had helped to create. 
Robin Harper, the first 
ever Scottish Green MSP 
and former co-leader, tore 
up his card announcing he 
was going to vote Labour. 
The Greens, he said, had 
“lost the plot” on major is-
sues such as independence 
and gender issues.

Harper is now involved 
with ‘Our Scottish Future’, 
a Gordon Brown think-
tank that campaigns for 
a “better Scotland in a 
renewed Britain” and says 
he will “fight any attempt 
to needlessly destroy the 
United Kingdom”.

Another founder mem-
ber, Tim Flinn, who was 
formerly the Scot t ish 
representative on the UK 
Green Party council, made 
the same point in a more 
colourful way, saying the 
party had been infiltrated 
by “the lunatic fringe and 
sundry carpetbaggers” and 
adding that had the wider 
membership been allowed 
to vote most of the Scottish 
Greens’ current plans and 
practices “would not have 
become policies: Scottish 
taxpayers would have been 
saved the £84 million fias-
co of a clearly ill-thought-
through glass recycling 
scheme, for example”.

Even before the last 
Holyrood elect ion the 
Greens lost one of their 
MSPs, Andy Wightman. 
He open accused Harvie 
of presiding over a “censo-
rious, bullying and intimi-
datory culture”. Elected in 
2016, Wightman resigned 
to sit as an independent in 

2020. Wightman, almost 
uniquely in Green circles, 
is an expert on forestry 
and landownership (the 
latter almost entirely ne-
glected by the Greens and 
SNP). He opposed Donald 
Trump’s Aberdeenshire 
golf course when Alex 
Salmond was brown-nos-
ing Trump and over-ruled 
council objections. He 
finally left the Greens over 
its “alienating and pro-
vocative” stance on trans 
rights.

Now Fergus Ewing and 
former Health Secretary 
Alex Neil are demanding 
that SNP members should 
be given a vote on their 
damaging pact with the 
Greens as it is “losing the 
SNP thousands of votes”.

Ewing added that: 
“The relationship that we 
had with the Green Party 
was supported, yes, by an 
overwhelming majority of 
our members in 2021, but 
that was before it was put 
into practice and before 
anyone realised the full 
enormity of dealing with 
these extremists.

“Perhaps now is the 
t ime to re-ballot SNP 
members.

“I suspect the result 
would be very different.”

Culture Wars
For many people, when the 
words ‘Culture’ and ‘Glas-
gow’ come together they 
think of TV series such as 
Taggart and Rab C Nesbitt. 
There is more to Glasgow 
culture than that, however. 
Apart from being the HQ 
of Scottish Opera, Scot-
tish Ballet and the Royal 
Scottish National Opera, 
which is three in the eye 
for Edinburgh, the city has 
a number of impressive 
municipal museums.

These are now under 
threat. Glasgow Life, the 
arms-length management 
organisation (ALMO) set 
to run them, is planning 
drastic cuts. Glasgow Life 
intends to cut 37 posts out 
of a total of 128 to save £1.5 
million, which is about a 
fraction of what one of its 
paintings is worth.

ALMOs are companies 
wholly owned by councils 
where the council still 
owns the assets but is not 
involved in the day-to-
day running. The main 
advantage to councillors 
is that they get salaries 
for sitting on their boards 
rather than making do 
with measly expenses. For 
a while Glasgow Life’s 
head just happened to be 
the wife of a Labour First 
Minister.

The city’s museums are 
the best in Britain for those 
under municipal control. 
Victorian philanthropists 

built the City’s main Mu-
seum and Art Galleries 
in leafy Kelvingrove. A 
similar sourced general 
art museum founded by 
the eccentric ship-owner 
Sir William Burrell is sit-
uated in a south side park 
and has recently undergone 
an extensive renovation. 
The transport museum, 
although relocated to a new 
building more fancy than 
functional, is better than 
anything else in Scotland, 
and to find anything better 
you have to travel to the 
National Railway Museum 
in York or the Science Mu-
seum in London. Amongst 
other museums is the Peo-
ple’s Palace in the east end, 
a fascinating social history 
museum which has been 
the scene of many battles.

Decades ago one of 
those involved was a cu-
rator whose supporters 
loudly accused the council 
of corruption and nepotism 
in running the museum 
service, at the same time 
as she employed her own 
boyfriend without an in-
terview.

These museums are all 
free, but in recent years 
special imported exhibi-
tions have levied hefty ad-
mission charges. A major 
problem for the city is that 
they are supported only by 
the city’s own resources. 
Keeping the hair on stuffed 
lions and keeping the paint 
from flaking off the Dali 
is not a normal local gov-
ernment responsibility, 
especially when there are 
bins to be emptied, pot-
holes to be filled and drug 
rehabilitation centres with 
long queues. The same has 
been said about the city’s 
libraries, particularly the 
main Mitchell Library and 
the city’s parks, the best of 
which are on the outskirts 
and used by those in posher 
surrounding towns.

Of the 37 posts un-
der threat Glasgow Life 
claim that half of them are 
already vacant. That in 
itself is deplorable as the 
inside information is that 
many exhibits and items in 
store are in urgent need of 
treatment, to say nothing 
of stock checking, which 
has been somewhat lax.

Brian Smith, Secretary 
of the city’s Unison branch, 
says the job cuts are un-
necessary. He demand-
ed that: “Glasgow Life, 
Glasgow City Council and 
the Scottish Government 
need to get creative about 
protecting these amazing 
cultural assets to Glasgow. 
There needs to be much 
greater National Funding 
to Glasgow for its Muse-
um Services and the City 
generally. We hope local 
people will write to their 
councillors and MSPs and 
demand change.”

At a protest on Satur-
day outside the city centre 
Museum of Modern Art, a 
textile conservator Helen 
Hughes warned “of a thirty 
per cent cut to profession-
al and specialist skilled 
staff” that will mean “less 
care, less research and less 
public access to Glasgow’s 
internationally important 
civic collections and over 
all a lessened public offer 
by the museums”.

Local Labour MSP 
Paul Sweeny has also tak-
en up the cudgels, saying 
there is a need for a review 
of how Museums and Glas-
gow’s cultural assets are 
funded. He makes the ar-
gument that many of Glas-
gow’s assets are “National 
Assets but without Na-
tional Funding or a fairer 
contribution from affluent 
communities surrounding 
Glasgow”. That is not the 
first time that complaint 
has been made and it will 
not be the last.
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REVIEW

Việtnam now has a 
great opportunity to 
expand its rice market 
share in the UK after 
India, the biggest sup-
plier of the grain to 
this market, banned 
exports, says Trade 
Counsellor Nguyễn 
Cảnh Cường at the 
Việtnam Trade Office 
in London.

The UK, home to 
a community of over 
5.5 million Asian-or-
igin people, has high 
rice demand whilst it 
doesn’t produce rice. 
In 2022, its rice import 
volume increased 4.1 per 
cent year-on-year to over 
678,000 tonnes whilst 
the value rose seven per 
cent to more than £473 
million.

Last year, Việtnam’s 
rice exports to Britain 
grew strongly to approx-
imately 3,400 tonnes 
– worth over £2.91 mil-
lion, up 24.5 per cent in 
volume and 34 per cent 
in value from 2021. The 
country accounts for just 

0.6 per cent of the UK’s 
rice import at present, 
however, ranking 14th 
amongst importers there.

Cường said the ex-
port ban by India, which 
makes up nearly 27 per 
cent of the UK’s rice 
import volume, will trig-
ger a shortage of about 
75,000 tonnes of rice in 
this market in the second 
half of 2023.

The sudden decline 
in rice supply from India 
will create advantag-
es for other exporters, 
including Việtnam, the 
Trade Counsellor noted, 
saying it’s now a good 
chance for Việtnamese 
rice to increase its mar-
ket share in the UK, es-
pecially with favourable 
tariffs generated by the 
UK–Việtnam Free Trade 
Agreement (UKVFTA).

Nguyễn Hải Nam, 
Chair of EUTEK Group, 
which exclusively dis-
tributes ST25 Ông Cua 
rice in Britain, said that 
the UK is a great poten-
tial market for Việtnam-
ese rice, one of the items 

exempted from tax under 
UKVFTA, especially 
Việtnam’s long-grain 
rice.

Nguyễn Thị Minh 
Phương, product devel-
opment manager at the 
Longdan Group – one 
of the largest importers 
of Việtnamese goods 
in the UK, said that the 
demand for importing 
and consuming rice in 
the UK has increased 
sharply since the begin-
ning of the year. She said 
that Longdan’s imports 
of Việtnamese rice have 
so far this year increased 
by 40 per cent over the 
same period last year.

by Ben Soton

Jesus: A Life in Class 
Confl ic t  by James 
Crossley & Robert J 
Myles. Zer0 Books, 
2 0 2 3 .  P a p e r b a c k : 
304pp, rrp: £19.99.

Who was Jesus of Naz-
areth? Was he the actual 
son of God? An anti-Ro-
man rebel claiming to be 
the King of the Jews? 
Or even a mythical con-
struct whose narrative 

Việtnamese Rice – coming to Britain

Cường said that with 
no rice supply from In-
dia, British importers 
will switch to buying 
Việtnamese and Thai 
rice. If Việtnamese ex-
porters conduct profes-
sional marketing in the 
British market, such 
as advertising in En-
glish on local media, 
they can gain a bigger 
market share, includ-
ing the restaurants serv-
ing Asian tourists, who 
make up a substantial 
number amongst the tens 
of millions of visitors to 
the UK each year.

Although Việtnam is 
a major rice exporter, its 

rice products exported 
to the UK as well as 
many other countries 
have often been sold 
on the domestic market 
under the brand name of 
distributors. Branding, 
therefore, is a long-term 
solution for Việtnamese 
rice to maintain market 
share in the UK once 
the quality of Việtnam-
ese rice has conquered 
consumers.

Việtnamese exports 
also need the State’s 
management to ensure 
the product quality of 
their brands. For ex-
ample, ST25 fragrant 
rice was developed by 
Labour Hero Hồ Quang 
Cua and is recognised as 
the world’s best. ST25 
rice is exported to many 
European countries, but 
it has uneven quality 
because Việtnam’s busi-
nesses buy the seed of 
ST25 rice but grow it un-
der different processes.

A unified production 
process for this kind of 
rice labelled a national 
brand is needed to retain 

its brand integrity. To 
meet the requirements 
on product quality and 
agricultural production 
of the UK as well as Eu-
rope, Việtnam’s produc-
ers need to apply Global 
Good Agricultural Prac-
tices standards (GAP).

The State, the Min-
istry of Agriculture and 
Rural Development and 
rice-growing localities 
need to support farmers 
in technology and funds 
to expand the application 
of Global GAP. That 
will make importers and 
distributors in the UK 
and Europe interested in 
increasing rice imports 
from Việtnam. To take 
advantage of this new 
export opportunity, the 
State should provide 
credit to the businesses 
to purchase rice exports. 
Meanwhile, Việtnamese 
rice exporters need to 
participate in trade fairs 
in the UK because these 
events will bring a great 
opportunity to find cus-
tomers.

VNS

•	 Hồ Quang Cua with his fragrant rice

In the name of Christ
was created from several 
mystical figures who 
may have existed at 
around the same time. 
This is the subject of Je-
sus: A Life in Class Con-
flict by James Crossley 
& Robert J Myles. Both 
authors have a strong 
academic grounding in 
the period; with Cross-
ley being an expert in 
Millenarian Movements 
whilst Myles lectures on 
the New Testament.

According to Cross-
ley and Myles, Jesus was 
the leader of a move-
ment of which he and 
his 12 disciples acted 
as some form of lead-
ership committee. The 
movement was a reac-
tion against the rise of 
regional potentates such 
as Herod Antipas and 
his attempts of gentrify 

Galilee, most notably 
through the building of 
the city of Tiberias. Jesus 
and his followers, de-
scribed by the authors as 
the “Jesus Movement”, 
were on a mission to the 
rich; an attempt to either 
persuade or force them 
to give up their wealth. 
Like many movements 
in pre-industrial times, 
they harked back to an 
earlier, largely imagi-
nary perfect and more 
social just kingdom and 
are seen as a product 
of Millenarianism, the 
idea that some kind of 
cataclysmic change is 
coming. The authors 
refute conservative in-
terpretations of Jesus, 
which claim that he was 
some kind of proto-cap-
italist entrepreneur.

The book is thor-

oughly researched using 
mostly Biblical texts. 
Crossley and Myles use 
their extensive Biblical 
knowledge to interpret 
and analyse the New Tes-
tament Gospels, picking 
out possible inaccuracies 
or misinterpretations. 
For example, why did 
Jesus need to be baptised 
by John the Baptist? 
Surely if he was the Son 
of God and born without 
sin he would not need to 
undergo baptism, which 
is meant to represent the 
washing away of sin. 
Meanwhile, the story 
of the Good Samaritan 
arose over a legal issue 
of whose responsibility 
it was to assist injured 
travellers, not the moral-
ity tale as often present-
ed by modern Christians. 
On the other hand, the 

authors to not doubt that 
the disciples genuinely 
believed in the resurrec-
tion of Jesus, the basis 
of the Christian religion.

Crossley and Myles 
conclude by reminding 
us of the reactionary role 
Christianity has played 
over the last two thou-
sand years. After a peri-
od of persecution, it was 
adopted as the official 
religion of the Roman 
Empire and later played 
an integral role within 
European Feudalism. 
Modernised forms of 
Christianity were later 
adopted by the emerging 
capitalist class, most 
notably in the form of 
Protestantism. Christian-
ity also played a role in 
the imperialist carve-up 
of Africa in the 19th Cen-
tury as well as playing a 

reactionary role in the 
Cold War against the 
socialist camp. This does 
not however mean that it 
was the intention of the 
movement’s original ad-
vocates, including Jesus 
himself.

Numerous Christians 
have stood on the side of 
the oppressed, however. 
Examples include John 
Ball during the Peasants’ 
Revolt and the Levellers 
in the English Civil War. 
The 20th Century saw the 
likes of Canon Hewlett 
Johnson, the Red Dean 
of Canterbury, a defend-
er of the Soviet Union 
and Stalin. Christians 
also took part in anti-co-
lonial and anti-imperi-
alist struggles, such as 
Archbishop Makarios 
in Cyprus and Oscar 
Romero in El Salvador. 
It might be worth asking 
– who would Jesus side 
with today?
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“When Africa be-
comes economically 
free and political-
ly united, the mo-
nopolists will come 
face to face with 
their own working 
class in their own 
countries, and a 
new struggle will 
arise within which 
the liquidation and 
collapse of imperi-
alism will be com-
plete.”
Kwame Nkrumah

August 6th was the 
deadline issued by 
the Economic Com-
munity Of West Af-
rican States (ECOW-
AS) for the current 
government of Niger, 
headed by Abdoura-
hamane Tchiani, to 
abdicate power or 
face a possible mil-
itary intervention 
by ECOWAS forc-
es. Tchiani came to 
power through a mil-
itary coup, which has 
been condemned by 
imperialist powers 
such as the USA and 
France, who have 
a vested interest in 
maintaining a foot-
hold in Niger.

Demonstrations 
in Niger support the 
new government, 
along with targeting 
the French embassy, 
a symbol of brutal 
French colonialism 
and exploitation of 
Nigerien people.

Niger is a tar-
get of imperialism 
for many reasons. 
Its natural resourc-
es include urani-
um, which supplies 
up to one-third of 
France’s entire elec-
trical grid. Yet Niger 
remains one of the 
poorest countries in 
the world, with the 
majority of its over 
27 million people 
lacking access to 

as well as the hesi-
tancy of the people 
within the countries 
whose leaders ad-
vocated for invasion 
to actually carry it 
out, shows major 
fractures in the im-
perialist grip over 
West Africa after 
hundreds of years of 
colonialism.

Niger was one of 
the last remaining 
governments friend-
ly to the US empire 
in the Sahel region. 
Put into power by 
a series of earlier 
coups, the govern-
ments of Mali and 
Burkina Faso cut ties 
with French colo-
nialism and expelled 
French troops. Since 
then, ECOWAS has 
established its own 
military presence to 
attempt to prevent 
anti-colonial coups 
from taking place 
within ECOWAS 
member states, with-
out US or French 
troops intervening 
directly.

Some of the new 
Afr ican  govern-
ments are working 
with Russian Wag-
ner Group merce-

nary forces in the 
fight against local Is-
lamic State-affiliated 
groups. These ISIS-
like armed groups 
have been a security 
concern for countries 
in the region since 
NATO aggression 
destroyed Libya in 
2011 and destabi-
lised the region. US 
and French imperial-
ism have used these 
groups’ existence as 
a pretext for military 
intervention.

We aff irm the 
right of Niger’s peo-
ple to take the fate 
of their country into 
their own hands. We 
oppose any US- or 
French-backed mili-
tary invasions, sanc-
tions or meddling in 
African politics. We 
support the expul-
sion of all US and 
French troops and 
the dismantling of 
the US Africa Com-
mand (AFRICOM).

We support the 
right of African na-
tions to make eco-
nomic and security 
relationships on their 
own terms with other 
countries, includ-
ing with Russia and 
China, rather than 
being forced into a 
position of subjuga-
tion as a neo-colony 
of imperialist powers 
such as the USA or 
France.

We oppose any 
US, French or NATO 
p lans  to  l aunch 
yet another major 
proxy war. Such a 
war would spread 
havoc in the region 
in its attempt to 
maintain economic 
dominance over and 
perpetual super-ex-
ploitation of the Af-
rican people.

Workers World 
(USA)

No US/French-backed 
invasion of Niger!

•	 Street support for the army and the Russians in Niger.
their own electrici-
ty. Niger also holds 
strategic importance 
to the US military as 
a hub for its drone 
operations in Cen-
tral Africa, used to 
maintain American 
influence in the re-
gion as well as assist 
in French military 
interventions.

In addit ion to 
1,500 French troops, 
there are over 1,000 
US troops stationed 
in Niger, which the 
US government now 
refuses to withdraw, 
despite the security 
agreements between 
the USA and Niger 
being suspended and 
multiple European 
countries evacuating 
their citizens. The 
US military machine 
is digging in, hoping 
to restore the pro-im-
perialist government 
by whatever means 
necessary.

Sanctions against 
Niger have already 
been implemented, 
but a military option 
remains on the ta-
ble, through which 
the USA and France 
will be able to use 
ECOWAS security 

forces as a proxy. 
France has given its 
full support for an 
ECOWAS interven-
tion, although many 
African countries 
have been hesitant to 
participate. Algeria, 
Burkina Faso, Guin-
ea and Mali – all for-
mer French colonies 
– are amongst the 
countries that have 
come out in support 
of Niger against im-
perialist threats.

The governments 
of Burkina Faso and 
Mali issued a joint 
statement, asserting 
that any attempt at 
military intervention 
to remove Tchiani 
would be taken as 
a declaration of war 
against both their 
countries: “The tran-
sitional governments 
of Burkina Faso and 
Mali ,  One: have 
expressed their fra-
ternal solidarity of 
the people of Mali 
and Burkina Faso 
with their brothers 
in Niger who have 
decided of  their 
own accord to take 
their destiny in hand 
and to assume their 
sovereignty. Two: 

Denounce the per-
sistence of the re-
gional organisations 
to apply sanctions 
that aggravate the 
suffering of the pop-
ulation and imperil 
the spirit of Pan-Af-
ricanism. Three: Re-
fuse to apply these 
illegal, illegitimate 
and inhumane sanc-
tions against the Ni-
gerien people and au-
thorities. Four: Any 
military intervention 
against Niger would 
be tantamount to a 
declaration of war 
against Burkina Faso 
and Mali.”

Nigeria’s Presi-
dent Bola Tinubu, 
who is also the cur-
rent ECOWAS chair, 
has authorised the 
deployment of Nige-
rian soldiers against 
Niger; they would 
make up the bulk of 
ECOWAS forces. 
The Nigerian Sen-
ate however, voted 
not to approve this 
deployment.

The refusal of 
other neighbouring 
countries to par-
ticipate in the US- 
and French-backed 
ECOWAS invasion, 
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by Roberto Morejón

Nearly half a century af-
ter one of the most abom-
inable crimes in Latin 
America, the coup d’état 
against Chilean President 
Salvador Allende, Chil-
eans are still delving into 
the truth of the facts.

Through its ambassa-
dor to Washington, Juan 
Gabriel Valdés, Chile is 
urging the USA to declas-
sify more documents indic-
ative of the growing role of 

by Ed Newman

The French government 
has refused to pull its 
troops out of coup-hit 
Niger, saying it backs 
regional countries’ push 
to reinstate the ousted 
pro-West president, Mo-
hammad Bazoum.

Bazoum was taken into 
custody at the presidential 
palace in the capital Nia-
mey by Niger’s Presiden-
tial Guard on 26th July. Two 
days later the head of the 
Guard, General Abdoura-
hamane Tiani, declared 
himself the new leader of 
the former French colony.

The French govern-
ment says it does not rec-
ognise the junta as the 
legitimate rulers of the 
Sahel country located in a 
strategic region bordering 

seven other African states, 
including Libya, Chad and 
Nigeria.

“France recalls that 
the legal framework for its 
co-operation with Niger in 
the area of defence is based 
on agreements that have 
been concluded with the le-
gitimate Niger authorities,” 
read a statement from the 
French foreign ministry. 
“These are the only ones 
that France, and the entire 
international community, 
recognise.”

France was the colo-
niser of the West African 
country until the nation’s 
independence in 1960. 
Since  independence , 
France has maintained its 
military presence and it has 
1,500 soldiers currently de-
ployed in Niger. The USA 
also has troops stationed 
in Niger.

Robbers are often por-
trayed in books wear-
ing masks. The rationale 
behind donning a mask 
during acts of plunder 
signifies that even the 
most ruthless and mali-
cious thief still maintains 
a basic reverence for so-
cial norms and shows 
some sense of shame in 
the face of indignity and 
disgrace.

W h e n  d e s c r i b i n g 
Washington’s acts of oil 
and resource plundering 
in countries such as Syria, 
however, the traditional 
image of a masked rob-
ber fails to match up with 
America’s behaviour.

Robberies committed 
by the USA, in essence, 
differ little from those of 
conventional bandits: it 

deceives, steals and robs. 
The only distinction is that 
the USA seldom bothers 
to operate with stealth. It 
eschews wearing masks, 
and even dons uniforms to 
take spoils and raises its 
flag to assert dominance.

Were you to find a 
suitable illustration of 
Washington’s deplorable 
behaviour, a striking one 
would be that of a robber 
unmasked.

US forces have stolen 
and illegally transported 
a substantial amount of 
wheat bran and oil from 
Syria’s northeast province 
of Hasakah to its bases in 
Iraq. They continue to use 
truck convoys to pilfer 
oil and other resources in 
Syria.

According to official 

France refuses to withdraw forces from Niger

•	 Support for the coup on the streets of Niger.

The French govern-
ment statement followed a 
declaration from the junta 
calling on the Western 
military forces to evacuate 
the country.

The growing crisis in 
Niger seems to be turning 
the tables on the West. 
Amadou Abdramane, the 
spokesperson for the mil-

itary coup leaders, said the 
junta was scrapping the 
military agreements with its 
former colonial rulers.

The French foreign min-
istry, however, says that 
France will support any 
move by member countries 
of the Economic Commu-
nity of West African States 
(ECOWAS) to reinstate 

Bazoum in power. On 
Friday, ECOWAS said its 
military chiefs had agreed 
on a plan for a possible 
intervention in Niger.

“All the elements that 
will go into any eventual 
intervention have been 
worked out … including 
the how and when we 
are going to deploy the 
force,” ECOWAS com-
missioner Abdel-Fatau 
Musah warned, adding: 
“We want diplomacy to 
work, and we want this 
message clearly transmit-
ted to them [the junta] that 
we are giving them every 
opportunity to reverse 
what they have done.”

The Kremlin said in-
terference of non-region-
al powers, such as the 
USA, was unlikely to 
help improve the situa-
tion. Niger’s new leaders, 

however, remained defiant, 
saying they would respond 
to force with force.

In neighbouring Mali 
and Burkina Faso, where 
similar juntas have taken 
power since 2020, the rul-
ers said any attack on Niger 
would be seen as a “dec-
laration of war” against 
them. In addition, Russia 
said foreign intervention 
would not resolve the cri-
sis.

Meanwhile, the West 
has imposed sweeping 
sanctions against the coup-
hit country in an effort to 
mount international pres-
sure to reinstate Bazoum.

The ousted president 
himself has appealed to the 
international community, 
the USA in particular, to 
intervene militarily and 
restore his presidency.

Radio Havana Cuba

Crimes of US imperialism
the Northern power in the 
11th September 1973 coup.

Valdes formally re-
quested the Biden admin-
istration to release 1973 
and 1974 files on what was 
said at the White House by 
former President Richard 
Nixon and his collaborators 
about the uprising against 
the socialist government 
in Chile.

Let us remember that 
Washington’s crude inter-
ference put an end to Al-
lende’s life and gave way 

to a ferocious dictatorship, 
the founder of the State 
terrorism in which Augusto 
Pinochet and his henchmen 
plunged Chile for 17 years.

On the general’s orders, 
Allende’s former minister, 
Orlando Letelier, was as-
sassinated in Washington 
on 21st September 1976.

Neither that crime nor 
the long night of the coup 
have been condemned by 
the Chilean right wing, 
as if it were not true that 
Pinochet and the military 

America is the enemy of everyone
data released by Syria, over 
80 per cent of the country’s 
oil production in the first 
half of 2022 was plundered 
by the US military and its 
supported armed forces.

The looting serves two 
purposes. Firstly, to reap 
colossal profits through the 
appropriation of valuable 
resources. According to 
Syria’s official data re-
leased in 2022, direct loss-
es resulting from assaults 
committed by US forces, 
militias, and affiliated ter-
rorist entities on Syrian 
territory totalled $25.9 
billion. Of these, a stag-
gering $19.8 billion can 
be attributed to the looting 
of oil, gas and mineral re-
sources, and an additional 
$3.3 billion resulted from 
vandalising and ransacking 

junta unleashed a hunt for 
political opponents through 
the most repulsive methods 
of torture.

They ordered dismissals, 
imprisonment, exile, as well 
as extrajudicial executions 
and ‘disappearances’ that 
took the lives of more than 
40,000 Chileans.

The USA has refused to 
come clean on its role in the 
coup. But from partially de-
classified documents, books 
and press articles we know 
of the hostility of Nixon 

and Secretary of State 
Henry Kissinger towards 
Allende, even before tak-
ing office.

The CIA support-
ed and financed groups 
to destabilise the gov-
ernment and in general 
the tenants of the White 
House fed the resistance, 
supported the right wing, 
and financed strikes and 
sabotage, as Ambassador 
Juan Gabriel Valdés em-
phasised in an interview 
with the Spanish media.

The USA, the self-
styled champion of hu-
man rights in the world, 
collaborated decisively in 
the crushing of all human 
rights in Chile, and many 
citizens in that country and 
abroad want to know the 
details of the plot.

It is no coincidence that 
Kissinger went so far as to 
say, in the aftermath of the 
coup: “In Eisenhower’s 
time we would have been 
treated as heroes.”

Radio Havana Cuba

facilities.
The second is to deprive 

defiant governments of vital 
resources and derail their 
efforts to upgrade infra-
structure, improve the lives 
of their citizens and pursue 
national development. This 
deliberate resource plunder-
ing bolsters Washington’s 
unjustified attacks against 
these targeted governments, 
as it typically portrays them 
as incapable of effective 
governance due to insuffi-
cient resources.

American exploitation 
of other countries for their 
own gain comes as no sur-
prise to the rest of the world. 
Recently, the USA has re-
portedly authorised the sale 
of shares belonging to a 
subsidiary of Venezuela’s 
state-owned oil company, 

despite opposition from 
the Venezuelan govern-
ment.

Fleecing impover-
ished Afghanistan, the 
USA has frozen its over-
seas assets since 2021 and 
is scheming to redirect 
these resources for their 
own purposes. It has also 
been seizing Iranian oil 
tankers on international 
trade routes, surreptitious-
ly bringing Iranian oil 
back to the USA for sale 
and attempting to legiti-
mise this act of robbery 
as “imports”.

As always it is the 
local populace that bears 
the brunt. Throughout the 
protracted Syrian crisis, 
the loss of life has been 
horrendous, with at least 
350,000 casualties record-

ed and a significant portion 
of adults enduring poverty 
below the breadline. Two-
thirds of the population 
rely on humanitarian aid 
as a lifeline and over half 
lack reliable access to food, 
leaving them vulnerable to 
hunger and insecurity.

Standing in front of a 
mirror, Washington might 
still balk at fathoming the 
outline of its vision as a 
despicable plunderer un-
der the global gaze. As 
Ali Asta, a Syrian resi-
dent, lamented: “America 
is Syria’s greatest enemy. 
They came to Syria under 
the pretext of anti-terror-
ism, but in reality, they 
plundered our wheat and 
oil … America is the ene-
my of everyone.”

Xinhua


